<4 


/ 


-\ 


't  ;:•;!*'.  ,  ^->^ 


7.Wr^.    »^\  ^': 


LI  E)  RAR.Y 

OF   THE 

UN  IVLRSITY 

or    ILLINOIS 

x8Z3 
C8>73a 


,Z 


ANKERWICK 

CASTLE. 


A  NOVEL. 
IN  FOUR   VOLUMES, 

BY 

MRS.  CROFFTS. 


LET    VI R  rUE    r R  lUMP  11. 

VOL.      II. 


LO  XDO  N: 
PRINTED   AT   THE 

ion  WILUAM  LANE,    LEADENMAI^L-STREET, 


ANKERWICK  CASTLE. 


»««9ef<^^^a«ec»— 


CHAP.  L 

*^    MY    DEAR    BROTHER, 

"  JL  SIT  down  to  defire  you  immediately  to 
join  the  party  at  the  Abbey. — What  can 
keep  you  To  long  away  ?  It  is  neceffary  you 
fhould  be  here  at  this  time,  to  take  off  any 
fuipicion. — Your  letter  gave  me  new  life. 
Stirman  Haufen  is  a  rare  fellow. — Do  pray, 
Mr.  Beaumont,  luffer  me  to  recommend 
another  little  bit  of  that  tempting  bread, 
and  another  cup  of  this  mod  excellent 
Turkey  coffee. — I  really  fear  you  will  get 
quite  fat  and   vulgar-looking. — I  hear  the 

air  of agrees  vaftly  well  with  you — 

VOL.  II.  B  infinitely 
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Infinitely  better  than  that  of  Ankervvick.— 
Come,  come,  thou  dear  brother,  furely  we 
were  born  for  the  afTiftance  of  each  other. — 
We  have  helped  ourfelves  to  our  ;"evenp^e, 
thanks  to  our  kind  flars ! — Well,  my  Lord, 
give  me  the  credit  I  deferve; — is  it  not  a 
plan  worthy  the  greateft  ftatefman  on  earth  ? 
Did  I  not  combine  all  its  parts,  unite 
each  link  of  the  chain  fo  exadly,  and  fitted 
them  fo  completely,  that  the  greatefl  mailer 
of  the  art  could  not  have  made  a  better 
finifli  ? — I  am  beginning  to  think  of  the 
heir  at  law  to  this  proud  woman's  pofi[ef- 
fions  j — I  believe  it  is  the  little  Charles  Mid- 
dleton,  her  coufin,  though  in  all  confcience 
he  will  be  rich  enough :  if  they  v/ere  to 
come  to  fome  poor  devil,  it  would  be  a  very 
great  falvc  to  both  my  confcience  and 
your's ;  for  I  verily  believe  this  infulting 
beauty  will  not  recover  the  fate  of  Beau- 
mont.—Poor  Beaumont !  I  once  loved  him ; 
but  avaunt  pity  1  revenge  is  the  Vvord ! — 
Come,  I  fay  again,  come  to  the  Abbey. — 
Why  will  you  abfent  }ourfelf  ? — Men  are 

the 
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the  greateft  fools  in  nature  when  they  have 
•not  women  to  guide  them. — Adieu ! 

*'    MARY    'BERKLEY." 


«'  Ohl"  exclaimed  the  Marqais,  "  that 
Lady  Middleton  and  Lady  Mary  Berkley 
fhould  be  of  the  fame  fpecies !  but  one  is 
the  honour,  the  other  the  difgrace  of  the 
fex. — Proud  woman  ! — Thou  d^mon  1  doft 
thou  call  proud  this  humble,  affable,  match- 
lefs  woman?  By  Heaven  I  will  fix  a  dagger 
in  thy  vile  heart  for  every  pang  thou  haft 
given  her! — I  here  fvvear,  by  all  that  is 
facred,  I  will  ftab  thy  honour,  thy  character, 
as  thou  well  knoweft  I  can. — Thou  (halt  be 
known  to  be  the  vile  thing  thou  art  1  How 
dared,  thou  profligate,  thou  abandoned, 
loft  to  virtue,  to  innocence,  long  loft  to 
virtue,  as  I  know  thou  art,  how  dareft 
thou  profane  the  name  of  this  angel? — 1 
v/ill  borrow  a  fentence  out  of  thy  own  vile 
letter — avaunt  honour!  vengeance  is  the 
B  2  word  1 
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word! — Yes,  I  will  purfue  thee,  thou 
wretch!  I  will  make  thee  tremble  at  my 
prefence!— J  am  bound  by  no  proQiife  to 
keep  thy  fecret — ^juflice  calls  upon  me  to 
publilh  to  the  world  what  I  know  of  thee. 
' — Thou  (lialt  not  run  thy  courfe  of  wicked- 
nefs  with  impunity;  I  will  ftop  thy  career 
ere  thou  bringeft  any  more  innocent  people 
into  prifons  and  death!'* 

The  rage  of  the  Marquis  terrified  Made- 

moifeile  M ;    (he  could  not  perfeclly 

make  out  all  he  faid ; — he  ftamped,  he  raged, 
fury  was  in  his  eyes. 

**  Ah,  my  Lori'*  faid  this  fweet  girl, 
"  what  is  the  matter?'* 

"  Ten  thoufand  pardons!"  faid  he,  lead- 
ing her  to  her  feat ;  "  I  will  now  explain 
the  caufe." 

He  did  fo ;  (he  was  confounded. 

^'  Alas!'* 'faid  flie,  in  French,    "  what 

mifchiefs 
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miichiefs  might  not  have  befall;:;  'ear  Lady 
M:ddleton  and  good  Mr.  Beaui^-'^nt  !< — 
What  a  woman  muft  this  Lady  Mary  '^e!*' 

''  A  wot-rian!"  re-echoed  the  Marquis; 
"  a  devil,  rather!** 

''  Diable!''    faid   Mademoifelle  xM , 

raifmg  her  hands  in  the  adion  of  horror. 

The  Marquis  compofed  himfelf  after  the 
violent  agitation  he  had  been  in  from  read- 
ing Lady  Mary's  letter,  and  pleafantly  afKed 

Mademoifelle  M if  llic  did  not  think 

they  fhould  have  much  amufement  from 
the  arrival  of  the  felf-created  Mrs.  Beau- 
mont ?  The  idea  of  a  wife  havins;  never 
feen  her  hufband,  was  a  matter  of  infinite 
entertainment  to  them. 

The  party  foon  returned  from  riding; — it 
was  one  of  thofe  fiercely  hot  days  in  the 
month  of  Auguft.  They  could  not  remain 
long  under  the  burning  rays  of  the  fun, 
though  their  ride  was  a  green  one,  and 
fliaded  by  lofty  trees,  but  the  air  was  heated 
B3  to 


6  ANKERWICK    CASTLE« 

to  an  extreme  degree.  They  took  fome 
orgeat  and  water,  which  refrefhed  them, 
and  the  Marquis  and  Mr.  Beaumont  re- 
tired. 

The  reader  will  eafily  judge  of  Mr.  Beau- 
mont's fenfations, 

"  Lord  Sandford  and  Lady  Mary  Berk- 
ley," faid  he,  faintly,  "  the  near  relations 
of  my  beloved  Gertrude  I  I  am  all  amaze- 
ment 3  what  could  be  iheir  motive?  Such 
a  deep-laid,  well-executed  plan  for  th© 
deftru^tion  of  two  people  who  never  had 
done  them  any  injury!  I  am  really  at  a 
lofs  to  account  for  it. — We  muft  bring  this 
Lord  to  condign  punifnment." 

"  AlTuredly,'*  replied  his  Lordfhip;  "he 
Ihall,  he  fliall  enjoy  the  pleafures  of  a 
priion;  bread  and  water  (hall  be  his  diet ; 
he  fnall  not  have  the  luxuries  of  bad 
coffee,  and  dirty  foup  meagre. — My  mod 
noble  Lord  Sandford,  moil  delegable  Lady 
Maiy! — But  whyfo  grave?"  continued  the 

Marquis, 
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Marquis,  clapping  Mr.   Beaumont  on  the 
fhoulder. 

"I  really,"  cried  Mr. Beaumont,  «^  never 
felt  myfelf  fo  fliocked  in  my  life." 
•   "  What,  is  it  at  the  wickednefs  of  thefe 
wretches?" 

"  Exactly  fo,"  faid  Mr.  Beaumont. 

"  Come,  come,  my  dear  fellow,  we  mud 
turn  our  thoughts  on  the  moft  effectual 
method  of  fhocking  them  to-morrow,  with 
the  afTiftance  of  your  Lady,  Mrs.  Beau- 
mont. You  know  fhe  is  to  honour  Anker- 
wick  Caftle  to-morrow  with  her  prefence." 

"  True,'*  returned  Mr.  Beaumont, 
gravely^  "  I  have  been  confidering  how 
very  near  I  was  becoming  the  mod  un- 
happy wretch  breathing,  but  for  thefe  let- 
ters. Yes,  and  this  woman  of  to-morrow 
would  have  told  her  tale  fo  plaufibly,  that 
Lady  Middleton  would  have  thought  me  a 
villain. — I  (hudder  at  the  probable  eifedls 
of  thefe  flagitious  a6ts!" 

"  They  are  now  over,  however,"  faid 
the  Marquis. 

B  4  "  True,"' 
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"True,"  returned  Mr.  Beaumont i  "but 
the  impreffion  they  have  made  upon  me 
fmks  deep  into  my  heart. — ^What  cruelties 
and  outrages  have  been  committed  againft 
me! — I  feel  fliocked  beyond  meafure!" 

*'  1  look  upon  it/*  faid  the  Marquis, 
"  this  Manning,  who  was  fo  very  careful 
of  you,  is  no  other  than  the  Reverend 
Mr.  Winkfidd.^' 

'^  Doubdefs  the  very  man,'*  anfwered 
Mr.  Beaumont^  "  we  ought  to  have  him 
inftantly  fecured. — He  is  huiband  to  Lady 
G 's  woman,  who  mufl  have  been  con- 
cerned in  the  plot. — What  mifchiefs  may 
not  have  been  pra<ftifed  on  my  dear  rela* 
iation! — And  now  it  ftrikes  me  flrongly 
that  the  worthy  woman  to  whom  I  am 
indebted  for  ail,  is  no  other  than  a  young 
perfon  of  excellent  underflanding,  and  very 
polifhed  manners,  who    lived    with   Lady 

G ,    by   whom    I   was   moft    carefully 

attended  in  my  illnefs,  who  was  privy  to  my 
ravings,  and  whom  I  have  often  obferved 
in   tears. — Alas!    why  did  I  not  know  of 

this 
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this  fooner?    I  will  inftantly  write   to  my 

dear    Lady     G ,     to    find    out    this 

young  woman  if  poiTible,  that  1  may  re- , 
ward  both  her  and  her  brother  as  they  de- 
ferve/* 

"  You  mufl  then/'  (aid  the  Marquis, 
'«  fend  your  letters  to  the  Enghfh  Ambafla- 
dor  j  for,  take  my  word  for  it,  Beaumont, 

your  letters,  direded  to  Lady  G ,  will 

never  reach  her:  he  is  your  intimate  friend,^ 
and  by  that  means  all  will  be  fettled." 

Mr.  Beaumont  approved  very  much  of 
this  advice^  and  went  to  write  accordingly^ 

Both  Lady  Middleton  ar;d  Mrs.  Mark- 
ham  were  delighted  to  find  that  Lord 
Loveidale  was  fo  much  better.  He  fecmed 
quite  a  new  man;  his  fpirits  and  health 
were  vaftly  improved ;  he  was  lively,  and 
apparently  happy,  animated,  and  cheerful; 
his  amiable  qualities  rendered  him  dear  to 
all.  The  joy  that  reigned  at  the  caftle,  on 
the  fafe  arrival  of  its  future  Lord,  was  very. 
B  5  greats 
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great;  all  the  bells  in  the  neighbouring 
villages  were  to  be  rung  on  Saturday. 
Illuminations  alfo  were  ordered  for  that 
day;  but  they  wiflied  to  keep  it  fecret 
until  they  vifited  the  Abbey,  where  they 
learned  Lord  Sandford  and  his  lifter  were, 
with  all  the  reft  of  the  family. 

About  twelve  o'clock  the  following  day, 
arrived  the  lady,  who  came  to  make  known 
her  claim  on  Mr.  Beaumont.  When  they 
faw  her  carriage — "  Come,"  faid  the  Mar- 
quis to  Mr.  Beaumont,  "  ftiall  we  both 
go  and  hand  this  amiable  creature  out  ?" 

They  went,  and  found  her  extremely 
beautiful.  She  had  every  appearance  of  a 
foreigner,  and  fpoke  in  French  her  wiih  of 
feeing  Lady  Middleton.  She  had  not  the 
honour  of  knowing  her  Ladylhip,  but  Ihe 
had  fom.ething  to  communicate  that  nearly 
concerned  her — it  was  for  her  Lady  (hip's 
private  ear. 

Mr. 


ANKERWICK    CASTLt.  II 

Mr.  Beaumont  had  previoufly  changed 
his  name  for  that  day  to  Wilhams.  He  led 
this  fair  one  into  the  prefence  of  Lady  Mid- 
dleton.  She  feemed  in  very  great  confu- 
fion;  but  quickly  recovering  herfelf,  fhe  ad- 
drefled  Lady  Middleton  in  Itahan,  who 
kept  up  a  converfation  with  her  in  that 
language,  in  which  both  Lord  Lovefdale, 
and  Mr.  Williams  joined — the  latter  par- 
ticularly, who  (lood  before  her  frequently, 
and  ensao-ed  her  attention,  while  the  rifi- 
bility  of  the  company  could  fcarcely  be 
reftrained.  At  length  they  retired  one  by 
one.  Lady  Middleton  condefcended  to 
deceive  the  lady  by  detaining  Mr.  Beau- 
mont, and  informing  her  that  he  wa.-  her 
very  near  relative  an:i  friend,  and,  there- 
fore, what  fhe  wiihed  to  fay  might,  with 
every  propriety,  be  communicated  before 
him.  She  at  firft  hefitated,  and  made  lorae 
objections,  but  her  LadyQiip  was  pofitive, 

"  Nothing,'*    faid    fhe,    ''  that  can  be 

fit    for    me   to    hear,   can    reafonably    be 

B  6  ex^eded 
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expelled   by  any  flranger  to  be  a  fccret 
from  fo  near  a  relation  and  friend.*' 

The  lady,  therefore^  at  laft  confented 
to  admit  Mr.  Williams  to  the  confer- 
ence, and  began  by  afking  Lady  Middle- 
ton  if  fhe  were  not  on  the  point  of  being 
married  to  Mr.  Beaumont.  Her  Ladyfhip 
anfwered  very  gravely  that  flie  was,  and  beg- 
ged to  know  why  (he  afked  the  queflion^ 

'«  Would  to  Heaven,"  faid  fhe,  in  a 
mournful  voice,  "  I  was  not  fo  much 
concerned  in  whatever  relates  to  that  gen- 
tleman!'* 

bhe  took  out  her  handkerchief,  put  it 
to  her  eyes,  and  feemed  in  the  greateft 
diilrefs. 

"  What  can  poflibly  affed  you  fo  much  ?*' 
afked  Lady  Middleton;  "  if  it  is  in  my 
power  to  be  of  any  fervice  to  you,  I  cer- 
tainly will." 

*'  Alas, 
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"  Alas,  Madam!**  replied  the  lady, 
"  what  I  am  going  to  relate  nearly  concerns 
.yourfelf.*' 

"  Pray,"  faid  Lady  Middleton,  "  do 
not  keep  me  longer  in  fufi^enfe;  I  am 
very  impatient  to  hear  what  you  have  to 
fay." 

"  My  ftory  fhall  be  (hort,  Madam/' 
faid  the  lady  j  "  I  will  tell  it  to  your  Lady- 
fliip  in  as  few  words  as  pollible. 


CHAP.  IL 


Y  father  is  a  man  of  illuftrlous  birth, 
a  native  of  Naples,  f  am  his  only  daughter  ^ 
but  I  had  two  brothers,  univerfally  con- 
fefled  to  be  moft  accompiiOied  and  ele- 
gant men  s— were  they  near  me,  I  ihould  have 

no 


14^  ANKERWICK    CASTLEo 

no  caufe  to  make  this  application  to  you. 
—Do  not  think  I  mention  it  from  vanity,. 
but  I  was  much  admired. — Juft  about  the 
time  Mr.  Beaumont  arrived  at  Naples,  a 
Neapolitan  Nobleman  became  attached  to 
me;  I  rather  liked  him,  but,  unfortunately 
for  me,  Mr.  Beaumont  had  letters  of  in- 
troduftion  to  my  father,  who,  of  courfe,. 
introduced  him  to  his  family.  He  became 
the  friend  of  both  my  brothers,  and  an  inti- 
mate with  us.  The  grace,  and  uncommon, 
attradions  of  this  too  inlinuating  man  I 
need  not  point  out  to  you;  his  power  of 
deception  is  great,  but  his  attradlions  ftill 
greater. — I  became  fondly  attached  to  him, 
and  he  appeared  equally  fo  to  me. — My 
father  was  extremely  auftere,  and  rnuch 
bigotted  to  his  religion ;  he  very  early  warned 
me  againfl  farming  any  connexion  with  a 
Proteilant,  as,  if  I  did,  he  would  exclude  me 
from  his  heart  for  ever. — What  did  I  not 
fuffer  when  I  found  myfelf  in  the  very  pre- 
dicament I  had  been  fo  carefully  taught  to 
Ihun ! — Beaumont  was,  alas !  much  too  dear 

to 
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to  me ;  he  prefled  me  to  elope  with  him 
whefi  I  told  him  of  my  father's  prohibi- 
tions, but  that  flep  I  pofitively  refufed.— 
He  begged  me  to  confent  to  a  private 
marriage; — there  was  nothing  left  unfaid 
to  remove  my  fcruples;  he  fvvore  eternal 
love,  that  he  was  wretched  at  the  atten- 
tion of  the  Neapolitan,  who  prefTed  my 
father  extremely  to  confent  to  our  marriage. 
— Judge,  Madam,  of  my  fituation — urged 
to  marry  a  man  whom,  fince  I  knew  Beau- 
mont, I  could  not  endure,  and  give  up  for 
ever  him  whom  I  too  fondly  doted  on ! — 
My  father's  pofitive  commands  to  prepare 
to  meet  this  Nobleman  as  my  future  huf- 
band,  banifhed  all  further  confederation  j  I 
informed  my  lover,  and  agreed  to  his  pro- 
pofal  of  a  private  marriage.— My  father 
feemed  in  fo  greaf  a  hurry  to  have  this 
favourite  point  concluded,  that  inftant  pre- 
parations were  made.  No  time  was  to  be 
loft  to  fave  me  from  what  I  confidercd 
the  greateft  of  all  evils  ^  and  when  the  day 
of  my  elopement  from  my  father's  houfe 
3  was 
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was  announced  to  me  as  the  very  lafl:  it  was. 
fafe  for  me  to  flay,  I  felt  myfelf  exadtly  ia 
that  kind  of  difpofition  which  the  great 
mafter  of  the  human  paffions  would  defcribe 
in  Andromache,  when  he  tells  us  fhe  cried, 
and  fmiled  at  the  fame  inftant.  The  oppo- 
fiteaffedlions  of  joy  and  grief  were  ftruggling 
with  fuch  power  for  the  fuperiority,  that 
the  latter,  I  believe,  would  have  conquered, 
had  not  an  unkind  fcene  with  my  father 
urged  me  headlong  into  deflrudion ;  and  I 
btcame  the  following  day  the  wife  of  a 
man,  whofe  condud:  to  me  for  two  years 
has  been  fuch  as  I  thought  impoflible  for 
me   to  experience,  and  hve. 

"  The  horrors  of  my  unfortunate  fitua* 
tion  threw  me  into  a  lingering  nervous  dif- 
eafe;  and  when  I  was  left  alone  in  a  houfe 
he  had  hired,  on  our  arrival  in  London,  and 
that  I  faw  him  no  more,  the  mofl  dreadful 
paroxyfms  of  grief  were  fucceeded  by  a  kind 
cf  lliupid  vacuity  of  thought,  more  dreadful 
than  even  defpair  itfclf — Reft,  which  re- 
news our  flrength,  and  refreflies  our  wearied 

limbs^ 
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limbs,  was  denied  me ;  I  would  fpend  whole 
d^'s  fhut  up  in  my  apartment,  weeping 
and  bewailing  loft  happinefs. 

"  During  thefe  hours  of  lonely  mifery,. 
I  would  look  back  on  my  home,  on  my 
dear  family,  from  whom  I  had,  by  my  un- 
dutiful  conduct,  mut  myfelf  out  for  ever. — • 
My  kind,  my  tender,  my  aifeftionate  bro- 
thers, when  I  thought  of  their  love,  their 
care,  the  days  of  joy  I  had  palfed  in  their 
dear  fociety,  Reafon  feemed  to  tremble  on 
her  feat,  a  freezii^g  chillnefs  ftruck  upon  my 
heart,  fuch  as  feemed  to  threaten  annihila- 
tion.— In  my  defpair,  and  almoft  ftate  of 
infanity,  I  would  call  upon  the  daughters 
of  Erebus  and  Nox;  I  would  enquire  of 
Ciotho  why  fhe  brought  me  into  life;  of 
Lachefis  why  (lie  determined  for  me  fo 
fevere  a  lot ;  and  of  Atropos,  why,  with  her 
fliarp  fcilfars,  (lie  did  not  quickly  cut  the 
thread  of  my  moft  wretched  exiftence, 

"  Such,"  laid  this  elegant  woman,  "  were 
my  ravings — fuch  were  the  horrors,  the  un- 
kind treatment  of  a  hufband,  moft  dear  to 

my 
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my  heart,  threw  me  into ;  and  yet,  when 
my  violent  agitations  abated,  I  found  my- 
felf  fo  nearly  concerned  in  whatever  re- 
garded him,  that  I  could  take  pleafure  in 
nothing  of  which  he  was  not  a  fliarer.  I 
grew  ingenious  at  finding  out  excufes  for 
his  abfence,  for  his  unkindnefs. — We  are 
unwilling  to  believe  what  will  prejudice,  in 
our  opinion,  an  objcdt  who  is  inexprefTibly 
dear  to  us. — Then  again,  unftable  and  un- 
happy, I  was  often  ofiended  at  my  own 
wifhes;  I  would,  for  a  moment,  think 
him  unworthy  my  too  tender  love,  and 
vow  to  drive  him  from  my  heart  for  ever. 

"  In  this  wretched  and  unfettled  ftate  of 
mind,  a  favourite  dependant  on  my  family, 
who  attached  herfelf  to  me,  joined  my  for- 
tunes, and  fled  with  me  from  her  native 
country,  whom  I  confidered,  though  in  an 
humble  line  of  life,  the  only  real  friend  I 
dared  call  my  own:  Ihe  had  good  fenfe:> 
much  beauty,  and,  from  quick  parts,  had 
attained  from  my  mafters  almoft  as  much 
information  as  myfelf. — This  amiable  and 

accompUfhed 
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accomplifhed  girl,  whom  Mr.  Beaumont 
called  Emily,  from  difliking  her  own  name, 
and  whom,  to  indulge  him,  \  alfo  called  by 
the  fame,  afked  my  liberty  to  take  a  Avalk, 
(which  was  an  indulgence  I  did  not  think 
proper  to  allow  myfelf).  I  readily  complied, 
anxious  that  fhe  (hould  enjoy  a  little  air 
and  exercife. — I  told  her  I  was  very  much 
pleafed  at  her  having  fuch  a  deiire,  and 
hoped  (he  would  find  it  fo  agreeable,  that 
fhe  would  be  often  tempted  to  repeat  it. 
I  obferved  (he  changed  colour;  (lie  took 
my  hand,  and  preffing  it  to  her  heart, 
thanked  me  for  my  goodnefs,  and  broke 
abruptly  from  me.  1  was  ftruck  at  her 
manner;  but  concluded  it  proceeded  from 
attacimient  to  me,  and  that  her  feniibility 
was  raifed  by  my  kindnefs. — 1  waited  with 
impatience  for  her  return,  but  1  faw  her 
no  more. 

"  J  (liould  tire  were  I  to  defcribe  minutely 
the    diftrefs   which    the   lofs    ot    this    poor 
girl  gave  me;  it  redoubled  all  my  griefs.    I* 
blamed    myfelf  for  fuffering  her  to  walk 

alone 
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alone  in  fuch  a  town  as  London,  I  painted 
to  myfelf  ten  thoufand  misfortunes  hav- 
ing happened  to  her,  and  confidered  myfelf 
the  primary  caufe. — '  Why  did  J  not  leave 
her  in  her  own  country?'  I  would  cry. — • 
*  Why  has  my  imprudence  caufed  the  fall  of 
another  unfortunate  being?* 

"  Near  eight  months  relied  over  my  for- 
lorn head,  each  day  ftndii.g  me  iiill  more 
unhappy  than  the  foregoing. — I  received  a 
note  from  my  hulband,  faying  he  would 
be  in  South-Audley-Street  the  next  day. 
When  I  thought  I  was  adiually  to  be  in  the 
fame  houfe  with  him  again,  I  found  myfelf 
bewildered  in  a  wide  field  of  care;  I  looked 
upon  the  time  as  too  Ihort  to  regulate  my 
rule  of  conduct;  confufed  ideas  arofe  ixx 
my  mind;  I  was  prepoflefTed  with  an  opi- 
nion that  he  had  formed  another  attachment,, 
and  thought,  in  juftlce  to  myfelf,  I  ought 
to  demand  the  caufe  of  being  defpifed, 
thrown  oif,  and  neglected .  I  retraced  my 
every  action  fmce  our  marriage;  I  examined 
minutely  the  whole  of  my  condud,   and 

impartially 
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impartially  found  myfelf  blamelefs,  except 
that,  perhaps,  I  loved  him  to  excefs.  But, 
furely,  I  thought  that  crime  ought  rather 
to  have  endeared  me  to  him. 

"  Hope  founded  on  defert  is  juft. — '  I 
will  mildly  reafon  with  him,'  faid  Tj  'I 
will  expoftulate  with  him  on  his  cruelty, 
■^on  the  mifery  he  has  caufed  me;  the 
fplendour,  the  peace,  the  happinefs  my 
connexion  'with  him  has  deprived  me  of ; 
J  will  bring  back  to  his  remembrance  all 
thofe  enjoyments  he  has  robbed  me  of.'  — 

**  I  at  laft  worked  myfelf  up  to  fuch  a 
•degree  of  enthufiafm,  that  I  verily  per- 
fuaded  myfelf  that  this  vifit  w'ouid  have 
produced  the  happieil  effLds ;  that  I  fliojld 
have  bten  reinftated  in  his  affections;  that 
he  would  have  given  up  the  connexion 
that  had  deprived  me  of  his  heart;  and 
that,  by  my  pure  affedion,  and  propriety  of 
condud,  I  Qiould  have  faved  him  from 
a  life  of  difTipation  and  vice. — Oh  my 
foul  1  with  what  delufive  dreams  was 
1    bewildering  thee! — I  eagerly  grafped  at 

.  fliadows. 
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Ihadovvs,  when  fubftance  was  not  to  ht 
found  ;  for  in  the  mid  ft  of  thefe  reafonings  I 
received  a  letter,  which  acquainted  me  with 
anewunforefeen  misfortune.  Afudden  trem- 
bling, as  I  read,  enervated  all  my  joints; 
the  vital  heat  feemed  to  be  departing,  and 
a  deadly  coldnefs  fpread  itfeif  over  my 
whole  frame.— How  long  I  remained  in 
this  way  I  know  not  -,  but  a  fecond  reading 
■of  this  fatal  ktter  reduced  me  again  to  a 
fimilar  ftate.  It  contained  an  account  of  an 
intended  marriage  between  Mr.  Beaumont 
^nd  a  lady  of  great  merit ;  and  that  Emily> 
for  whom  I  had  moft  grievoufly  mourned, 
was  the  favourite  miflrefs  of  my  huiband. 
— A  certain  weight  of  forrow,  few  I  believe 
can  bear  without  yielding  to  it  in  either  body 
or  mind,  hung  over  me^  I  was  feized  with 
a  fever,  and  narrowly  efcaped  with  my  life. 
It  w^as  fortunate  that  a  flight  delirium  faved 
me  for  feveral  days  from  the  fad  fituation  I 
was  thrown  into  by  this  dreadful  letter. — 
My  firft  enquiry,  when  I  came  to  myfelf, 
was  if  Lord — Mr.    Beaumont   I   mean — 

had 


ANKERWICK    CASTLE.  !23 

liad   been  in  South- Audley-Street. — I  was 
anfwered  in  the  negative." ■ 

Here  Lady  Mlddleton  and   Mr.  Beau- 
mont looked  at  each  other;   their  furprife 
feemed  great — they  could  not  reconcile  to 
themielves  the  feemingcontradi6lions.  Tl'jt.y 
began  to  waver;    they  thought  it  was  im- 
poihble   the  lady  before  them  could  be  the 
perion'Lord   Sandford  addrefTed  his  letter 
to,  under    the  name    of  Emily;    for   (lie 
feemed  to  be  really  the  woman  of  virtue  and 
honour  fhe   reprelented.     There    were   too 
evident  proofs  of  veracity  in   the  tale  (he 
told   with   fuch  fenfibility,    fuch  poignant 
feeling,  to  be  a  ftory  of  the  imagination; 
every    fentiment  ihewed  her  corredncfs  of 
thought,  every  word  was  expreiled  fo  pathe- 
tically, as   convinced  them  the  heart  was 
but  too  much  intereflcd  in  the  whole.     She 
had  inadvertently  fud  my  Lord  inflead  of 
Mr.  Beaumont,  and  evidently  feemed  con- 
fufcd  by  the  miflake.    Lady  Middleton  took 
in   the  whole   at  one  view;    (he   law   the 

dependant 
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dependant  of  the  flranger  was  the  Emily 
that  Lord  Sandford  addrefled  his  letter  to, 
and  flie  was  to  have  pcrfonated  the  wife  of 
Mr.  Beaumont.  This  threw  fo  great  a 
myftery  on  the  ftran^^er,  that  to  relieve  all 
parties  by  quickly  coming  to  an  eclaircifle- 
ment,  fhe  drew  the  letter  in  queftion  from 
her  ktter-cafe,  as  the  only  means  of  being 
fatistied  ;  for  (he  feared  the  lady  was  the 
dupe  of  Lord  Sandford,  and  that  Ihe  had 
made  choice  of  that  method  to  make  a 
friend  of  her. 

On  prefenting  the  letter.  Lady  Middle- 
ton  begged  pardon  for  the  liberty,  but  re- 
.  quefted  an  elucidation  of  its  contents.  On 
looking  at  the  fuperfcription,  the  Italian 
prefented  the  copy  of  it,  which  flie  had 
about  her,  holding  that  which  had  been 
given  her  unopened  in  her  hand. 

*'  The  very  fame,"  faid  Lady  Middleton. 

*«   Behold  in- me,  Madam,"     continued 

the    flranger,    **  a   prefumptuous   woman, 

who 
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who  has  thus  dared  to  intrude  herfelf  into 
your  prefence,  in  lom^  degree  under  a  fifti- 
tious  charadler. — The  copy  I  have  jufl 
given  you,  came  to  my  hands  through  the 
mediam  of  the  poll^  the  kind  friend, 
though  unknown  to  nie,  who  ftnt  it,  in- 
formed me  that  femily  h.id,  previous  to  the 
arrival  of  that  better  at  her  houfe,  eloDeJ 
with  a  young  gentleman,  whom  ihe  pre- 
ferred to  m.y  hufband,  and  obferved  that, 
from  my  fjrlorn  and  unfortunate  fitLiation, 
file  judged  it  would  be  prudent  in  me  to 
make  a  fri'.nd  of  fo  d'.ftinguiihed  a  cha- 
racter as  yojr  Ladyfhip;  that  (he  had  feat 
oil'  to  Ankerwick  trie  orig  nal  of  which  iha 
had  feiit  m-e  the  copy,  and  that  E-Tiily 
would  be  expected  there  on  a  certain  d-iV. — • 
On  ihe  receipt  of  thi.  friendly  epiftie,  two 
motives  mod  powerfully  urged  :ne  to  wa.c 
upon  you,  MaJau  :  I  had  reafon  tJ  believe 
there  was  fome  deep-laid  Icheme  to  rob  you 
of  that  peace  which  I  had  long  Joft  myfelf, 
and  which  1  io  levereiy  ieit,  tiiat  com- 
mon humanity  pointed  out  to  me  if  \\\yj 
VOL.   II,  c  interference 
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interference  could  prevent  an  ill,  I   ought 
immediate!}/  to  obviate  it. 

*'  A  fe  fiih  confideration,  1  acknowledge, 
was  the  primary  caufe,  of  this  vifit; — the 
anonymous  writer  mentioned  your  Lady- 
fhip  n^.  lb  high  a  flrain  of  panegyric,  and 
I,  who   was  left    by  myfelf  in    a     (Irange 

'country,  bereft  of  every  friend,  every  con- 
folntion,  cheriQied  the  fond  idea  of  laying 
open  the  whole  of  my  unfortunate  fituation, 
and  throv/ing  myfelf  on  your  pity  for  that 
countenance  which  I  firmly  believe  you 
never  refufed  to  the  virtuous  in  diftrefs. — 

.But  a  thoufand  delicacies,  known  only  to  a 
feeling  mind,  nouriflied  in  the  lap  of 
paternal  i-cndneft,  educated  in  the  height 
of  fplendour  and  happinefs,  proi;d  by  Lng 
indulgence,  and  ahr.ufl:  tearful  of  my  own 
fhadow,  produced  in  my  mind  a  maze  of  in- 
tricacies. The  more  I  puzzled,  the  further 
I  was  from  approving  any  of  the  different 
modes  I  piopofed  to  adopt,  for  introducing 
myfelf  to  your  Ladyfliipi  and  I  fear,"  laid 
this  airJable  woman,  looking  with  a  modeft, 

inquifitive 
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inquifitive  eye  on  both  Lady  Middleton  and 
Mr.  Beaumont,  "  I  have  thrown  myfelf 
into  the  predicament  of  many  others,  who, 
from  long  coniideration,  ftumble  at  length 
on  the  moll  unfortunate  mode ;  for  by  tak- 
ing upon  me  the  fiftitious  character  of  the 
woman  you  expelled  here  this  day,  I  may- 
have  robbed  myfelf  of  the  intereft  your 
Ladyfhip  would  otiierwife  have  taken  in 
my  forrows: — bet  my  inducements  were  to 
tell  you  my  own  fad  {lory ;  and  according 
to  the  manner  your  LadyHiip  received  it,  I 
fliould  augur  the  reception  my  difcovery 
was  likely  to  have,  and  its  effed  in  my 
favour.  Fearful  to  an  extreme  degree  of 
my  father  and  brotiiers  coming  to  a  know- 
ledge of  me,  left  the  conlequences  might" 
prove  fatal  to  any  of  them  by  the  hand  of 
Lord  Sandl:orc],as  that  would  be  a  misfortune 
I  could  not  bear,  I  have  kept  myklf  toe  Ally 
fliut  up,  as  Lord  Sandfji"d  ablblutely  re- 
futed to  acknoAledsce  me  as  his  wife  durino^ 
his  father's  life. 

"  I  determined,    let    my   fuiTcrings    be 
c  2  what 


23  ANKERWICK    CASTLE. 

what  they  might,  never  to  make  myfelf 
known  to  any  of  my  own  country. — My 
fan:ily  is  of  too  great  confequence  to  be 
unknown  to  many  Enghfn  Noblemen; — 
for  my  identity  I  refer  you  to  the  Neapo- 
litan AmbaiTador,  or  to  Lord  Sandford  him- 
felf,  who,  notwithltanding  liis  treatment  of 
me,  I  think  poiu'ircs  a  heart  b^^tter  than 
might  be  expeded  from  fo  diiTipated  a  cha- 
rader.  Some  excellent  qualiiies  he  un- 
queflionably  poffeifes;  and  I  lament  that  a 
man,  who  might  fliine  confpicuous  in  virtue, 
is  loft  by  a  too  great  love  of  fafliionable 
principles; — his  prevailing  vice  of  gdlantry, 
which  forms  fo  (Irong  a  trait  in  his  cha- 
rader,  darkens  and  defaces  m.any  virtues; 
but  the  greater  number  of  women  who  fill 
by  his  delufive  arts,  adds,  in  his  opinion,  (o 
much  the  more  to  his  ec/at  as  a  man  ot  the 
very  firft  fa  (hi  on." 

'^^Your   generofity   is  truly  noble,"  faid 
Lady  Middieton. 

^'  A  very  bad  heart  it  mufc  be,''  replied 
the  Italian,    "  which  will  not  allow   merit 

where 
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where  it  is,  even  in  the  greatefl  enemy;  and 
when  I  hear  ch aradlers  traduced  by  thofe  who 
will  not  allow  one  good  qua'itv,  I  al':vays 
fuppofe  the  want  of  real  wortii  to  be  in  the 
fpeaker,  not  in  thofe  who  are  fpoken  of. — 
Lord  Sandford  has  treated  me  very  ill;  but  I 
fliou'd  dcferve  it,  could  I  be  capable  of  not 
acknowledging  the  iTierit  he  poffefTes. — I  have 
often  wifned  the  flrong  attachment  I  early 
formed  for  this  young  Lord,  fell  on  a  man 
of  more  worth;  and  when  1  found  irrf{c\i 
betrayed  in  ihe  rendereH:  point  by  a  b'Ang 
of  whom  I  conceived  no  ill  —that  fhe,  who 
I  fooliihly  ima;^iiied  had  the  pureft  heart 
and  mofi:  virtuous  principles,  was  intriguing 
with  my  hufband,  and  deflroying  my  peace — 
when^I  found  he  j)ractifed  thofe  arts  on  the 
only  companion  Iris  cruelty  had  left  me,  I 
would  cry — «  Fool  that  I  am,  not  to  tear 
him  inflantly  from  my  heart  !* 

*'  Yetj  in  fpite  oF  all   his   ill  treatment, 

I  had  not  power  to  hate  him  but   when   I 

was  mod  impatient:   at   the  bafenefs  of  his 

condud,  and  loud  in  my  complaints;   yet, 

c  3  as 
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as  foon  as  they  fubfided  a  little,  I  appeared 
to  love  him  ahiiofb  more  than  ever. — Such  is 
my  weaknefs ;  and,  perhaps,  by  declaring  it  I 
do  not  recommend  myfelf  here :  I  can  only 
fay,  in  my  defence,  that  before  I  married 
him,  I  thought  his  foal  pure  and  fpotlefs 
as  I  could  wifli;  and  when  I  became  his 
wife,  I  loved  him  with  all  the  tendernefs 
that  belongs  to  that  charade r." 

"  Pardon  me,"  faid  Lady  iMiddleton, 
"  I  find  nothing  in  your  appearance,  fen- 
timents,  and  fufferings  that  does  not  claim 
all  the  intereft  and  commiferation  you  can 
defire;  and  you  have  only  to  point  out  how 
1  can  aifift  you,  to  afliire  yourfelf  of  all  you 
hoped  for  from  the  honour  your  vifit  has  done 
me.  Do  not  think  I  mean  any  thing  indeli- 
cate;'but  I  particularly  wifh  to  be  informed 
of  the  circumftances  of  your  marriage,  and 
how  Lord  Sandford  was  enabled  to  prevent 
any  fearch  by  your  family  ?" 

"  That  is  a  very  material  point,'*  faid  the 
lady,  "  which  I  ought  to  have  had  the 
propriety  of  fatisfying  you  in  before. — The 

night 
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night  I  left  my  father's,  Lord  Saadford  con- 
veyed me  to  a  very  pleafa.it  refiJcnce, 
where  I  found  every  thing  prepared  for  the 
performance  of  the  marriage  ceremony,  ac- 
cording to  the  feveral  rites  of  our  different 
churches;  the  witnefTes  were  his  friends, 
and  my  companion  Emily." 

Lady  Middleton  faid  nothing;  flie  would 
not  wound  the  feelings  of  the  flranger  by 
diicovering  her  fears,  which  were  no  lefs 
than  that  Winkheld  and  Fitzp.^trick  were 
the  profeflicnal  performers  of  this  awful 
contract.  Mr.  Beaumont  walked  about  the 
room,  and  Lady  Middleton  judged  his  fears 
were  the  fame  as  her  own.  The  lady  went 
on,  not  noticing  either  the  (ilence  or  coun- 
tenances of  her  auditors. 

"  Lord  Sandford  .lived  almofh  totally  at 
my  father's,  and  only  occafionally,  and  that 
\^ry  fccretly,  vifited  me;  by  this  condud 
they  were  deceived,  and  when  we  found 
they  had  given  up  all  hopes  of  finding  me, 
c  4  we 
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V:t  left  Na::Iesj  and  tlic  very  retired  man- 
ner In  which  I  lived,  prevented  any  traces 
of  me,  io  that  they  have  long  fmce  confi- 
dered  me  as  loft  to  them,  for  ever.'* 

The  ftranger  ceafed  fpeaking,  and  Mr. 
Beaumont  fiiortly  after  left  the  room.  He 
joined  the  reft  of  the  family,  who  were 
waiting  with  impatience  to  hear  of  the  ridi- 
culous fituatioQ  of  Emih',  and  the  winding 
up  of  her  fictitious  tale;  but  he  fuccin(fliy 
related  an  abridgement  of  the  foregoing 
liifcory  to  the  utter  amazement  of  all. 

Mademoifelle  M 's  feelings  were  fuch 

as  did  her  honour;  and  her  lively  joy  at  hav- 
ing efcaped  fuch  a  misf  )rtune  as  fo  narrowly 
thr|atened  her,  fheweJ  all  the  purity  of 
her  young  and  excellent  heart. 

*'  Ah!'*  faid  this  fweet  girl,  "  I  now 
pcrfedly  recoiled; — -my  amiable  friend,  by 
whofe  worth  I  was  preferved,  mentioned 
that  there  was  another  great  and  good  cha- 
rade r  to  be  preferved    alfoj    doubtlefs  this 

is 
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is  the  lady. — Oh!"  laid  (he,  ''  every  day 
ihevvs  me  my  folly,  my  great  impropriety; 
never  (liall  I  forgive  myfelf  for  the  groffnefs 
of  my  condud  in  quitcing  my  dear  father's 
protection' — Teach  me,  my  good  Sir,** 
addre/Ting  Mr.  Selwin,  to  be  ever  grateful 
for  my  elcape,  and  for  all  the  kind  friends  I 
have  found  ;  and  On  that  I  could  be  certaia 
of  the  forgivenefs  of  my  dear  parents!'* 

'*  Sweet  is  the  look  of  forrow  in  a  heart 

determined    to   oflend   no  more,*^'  faid  Mr. 

/Beaumont,  taking  the  hand  of  Mademoi- 

fc!le  M ;:  ''  the  Marquis  and  his  Lady 

cannot  be  deaf  to  lo  eloquent,  fo  interetl- 
i:ig,  and  innocent  a  pleader.*' — 

"  I  have  a  ftrong  prefentiment,"  ^feid  the 
Italian  to  Lidy  Middkton,  '\  that  the 
gentleman  who  jufh  left  the  room  is  Mr.. 
Beaumont, — it  can  be  no  other/* 

**  You  have  mad^  a  happy  conjeflure," 
anf.vered  Lady  Middlccon,  and  immediately 
informed  her  of  ail  the  reader  already 
knows;  of  Lord  Sandford's  perfecution  of 
Mr.  Beaumont,  and  the  aid  he  received 
c  5  froiu 
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from  his  fifter.  Lady  Mary  Berkley,  foften- 
ing  as  much  as  pofiible  her  opinion  of  Lord 
Sandford,  and  leaning  with  much  feverity  on 
Lady  Mary.  It  was,  fhe  faid,  the  intention 
of  Lord  Lovefdale  and  Mr.  Beaumont  to 
go  that  day  to  the  Abbey,  where  all  the 
Berkley  family,  with  Lord  Sandford,  were ; 
and  if  it  met  her  approbation,  her  idea  was 
that  (lie  could  not  have  a  better  opportu- 
nity of  making  herfelf  known  to  her  Lord's 
family,  than  by  accompanying  the  gen- 
tlem.en,  and  claiming  that  protection  fo 
jullly  her  due;  and  that  if  it  was  more 
agreeable,  fiie  would  herfelf  attend  her. 

"  You  will  want  a  female  friend  to  affifl: 
and  fupport  you.  Madam ;  and  I  will  mod 
gladly  take  that  on  myfelf." 

^^  Oh ! "  faid  this  mioll  interefting  woman, 
*«  how  infinite  is  my  gratitude  to  Lady 
Middlcton!  My  heart  cannot  unload  it lelf 
of  the  weight  of  obligation  that  o  -erpowers 
it,  but  I  could  not  do  as  you  kindly  wiflii 
my  mind   fickens  at    the   appreheniioa   of 

adding. 
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adding,  at  fuch  a  moment,  to  the  mifery 
of  my  Lord. — Could  I,  in  the  midft  of 
fuch  poignant  feelings,  fuch  fufferings  as 
his  improper  conduct  has  brought  upon 
himfeif,  add  to  them  by  my  abrupt  and 
indelicate  appearance  before  his  family  ? — 
And  is  tiiere  an  abfolute  neceffity  for  the 
gentlemen  meeting?"  afked  Ihe,  with  atre- 


mulous  voice. 


As  the  northern  blafts  agitate  the  poplar 
leaves,  a  like  or  more  violent  fhaking  feem.ed 
to  feize  her;  her  cheek  grew  pale,  and  her 
languid  hands  lay  motioniefs  on  her  knees; 
ihe  feemed  to  gafp  for  refpiration, 

*'  Quiet  your  fears,  dear  Madam,"  faid 
Lady  N'jiddleton,  in  the  mofh  foothing 
voice  ;  "  nothing  that  you  apprehend  v/iil 
take  place.  There  is  nothing  rafli  in  the 
temper  of  Mr.  Beau  r.ont ;  he  does  not 
mean  to  take  thofe  methods  your  fears  point 
out. — 1  had  r..y  alarms  alfj,  but  tliey  nave 
been  filenced  by  the  aiiurances  I  have 
c  6  received. 
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received,  as   the  nature  of  the  injur}^  -calls 
for  a  different  condu6l." • 


■  Here  Mrs.  Markham  entered,  and  faid  the 
gentlemen  were  anxious  to  fet  off  for  the 
Abbey,  and  begged  to  know  if  Lady  Mid- 
dleton  would  honour  them  with  any  par- 
ticu'ar  commands. 

Her  Ladyfl)ip  looked  at  the  ftranger, 
who  underfiood   the  appeal. 

"  I  will  write  a  few  lines  to  my  Lord," 
faid  fne,  '^  and  fend  them  open  by  Mr. 
Beaumont,  who  will  be  kind  enough  to 
lay  I  have  been  here." 

She  wns  requcfted  to  remain  at  Anker- 
wick  Caftle  until  every  arrangement  was 
fettled  that  could  be  made. 

"  I  fhbuld  feel  extremely  forry/'  faid  Lady 
Middleton,  *'  that  a  time  of  fuch  uneafy 
expeftancy  (hould  be  paffed  by  you,  Madam, 

alone  ^ 
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alone;  and  I  hope,  ere  we  part,  you  will 
be  reftored  to  a  flate  of  comparative  hap- 
pinefs." 

"  I  know  TiOt  how  to  thank  you  for 
your  goodnefs,"  replied  the  Italian;  "Lady 
Middieton  I  find  a  character  greater  thau 
even  my  warm  imagina:ion  had  pictured 
her.  Proud  of  your  protection,  Madam,  I 
gladly  accept  of  your  hofpitaiity;  thofe 
hopes  3^ou  have  raifed,  have  diffufed  a  joy 
over   my  heart  it  has  long  been  a  ftranger 


to." 


"  I    mofl   fmcerely    wilh,"     faid    Mrs. 
Markham,  '^  every  hope  will  be  realized." 

The  note  was  written,  and  prefented  ta 
Lady  Middieton,  who  withdrew. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.  III. 


Ti 


HE  Marquis  and  Mr.  Beaumont  fhortly 
after  fet  off  for  the  Abbey.  Dinner  had  been 
ordered  at  the  iin  where,  if  the  reader 
recollecls,  Lord  Sand  ford  overtook  Lady 
Middleton  and  Mrs.  Markham,  and  where 
all  his  ferious  thoughts  of  his  coufin  were 
banidied.  Mr.  Beaumont  was  p'jt  in  mind 
of  the  ci re um fiances  that  had  happened  at 
the  inn,  in  th::  very  room  where  they  were 
at  dinner,  and  related  them  to  the  Marquis. 

''  This  Lord  Sand  ford,*'  faid  Lord 
Lovefdale,  ''  if  he  has  nothing  elfe  lo  boaft 
of,  mull  be  allov.ed  by  every  one  to  have 
a  moll  exquifite  tafie  in  beauty  ^ — I  never 

before 
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before  knew  he  prefomed  to  look  up  to  his 
divine  coufin/' 

They  arrived  at  the  Abbey  about  feveii 
o'clock.  The  road  through  the  park  to  the 
houfe  winded  round  to^  the  eafl  fro;it,  and 
the  fummer  apartments  to  the  north  were 
at  fo  great  a  diflance  from  the  entrance  hail 
and  faloon,  that  the  drawing-room  door  was 
thrown  open,  and  the  Marquis  and  Mr. 
Beaumont  had  entered  before  any  one  of 
the  company  knew  of  their  arrival.  Very 
different  v;ere  the  fenfation^  of  this  party  on 
feeing  Mr.  Beaumont.  We  have  already 
defcribed  the  unhappiiiefs  of  the  Duke  and 
Duchefs  of  Devon  at  his  abfence.  What 
extreme  joy  then  did  his  fudden  appearance 
caufe  them !  They  folded  him  to  their 
bofoms,  prefTed  him  to  their  hearts — they 
almoft  wept  over  him. 

"  Have  you  i^een  our  dear  child  ?'*  faid 
they  both  in  a  breath. — '«  Are  you  come 
from  Ankerwick  Caftle  ?  Does  flic  knov/  of 
your  fafety  ?'* 

"  She 
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"  She  is  very  w:]],*'  faid  Mr.  Beaumont; 

"  the    moment    I    arrived    in   England,   I 

haftened  to   throw  myfelf  at   hsr  feet." 

'^  Dear  Gertrude  !'*  they  both  exclai.Tied. 

*  "  You   know  not,   Sir,  what   we  have  all 

fuflered  !" 

Lords  Seal  and  Sand  ford,  with  Ladies  Mary 
and  Ann,  ail  congratulated  him  with  much 
fervour,  particularly  Lady  Mary;  Lord 
Sandford  v/as  warm,  but  evidently  confufed. 

Mr.  Beaumont  returned  their  con?ratu- 
jations  with  fuch  apparent  eafe,  fuch  an  un^ 
concerned  air,  that  Lady  Mary  became  fatis- 
fied  that  they  were  not  found  out.  She 
was  gay  and  agreeable,  her  brother  diiE- 
■  dent  and  embarraifed  j  a  look,  to  re-aifure 
him,  from  Lady  Mary  now  and  then  com- 
forted him,  but  did  not  fet  him  at  reft. — 
"  Beaumont,"  faid  he  to  himfelf,  "  at 
the  Abbey!  Oh  God  1  what  a  heli  is  my 
mind ! — Why,  Oh  v^hy,  have  I  dared  to 
do    fuch    deeds?— Mary,   Mary,    v.'hy  did 

you 
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you  urge  your  wretched  brother?— But  I 
only  am  to  blame! — I— what  right  had  I  to 
be  led  into  fuch  wicked  pradices?'* 

Thus,  in  the  bitternefs  of  remorfe,  his 
mind  torn  by  the  moft  afflidting  diftrefs, 
did  he  reafon  with  and  condemn  himfelf ; 
while  his  fifter  chatted  with  the  utmoft  un- 
concern with  the  Marquis  during  a  private 
converfation  between  the  Duchels  and  Mr. 
Beaumont  concerning  her  dear  child.  On 
their  joining  the  company,  Lady  Mary,  with 
the  greateft  effrontery,  begged  to  know  the 
(lory  of  his  misfortunes. 

*'  In  what  part  of  the  world,  dear  Sir,"  faid 
(lie,  ^*  have  you  been  under  a  fpeli  ?  for  cer- 
tainly enchantment  muft  have  had  fome  part 
in  detaining  you  fo  many  months. — What 
could  poflibly  have  prevented  your  writing 
to  your  friends  ? — We  all  thought  poor  Lady 
Middleton  would  have  died  ^ — the  Duke  and 
Duchefs  are  twenty  years  older  from  care ; 
my  father  got  one  of  his  bilious  complaints  i 

Ann 
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Ann  is  half  dead;  an-!,  in  truth,  I  cannot 
tell  what  I  have  fiiri  red  myielf : — all  this 
family,  I  verily  believe,  wou'd  have  taken 
up  their  refidence  in  the  family  maufoleum, 
but  that  you  arofe  from  the  dead,  and  re- 
ilored  us  all  to  life." 

Mr.  Beaumont  boved  his  thanks  for  her 
Ladyfliip's  fuiTe.ings  in  particular,  and  faid, 
with  an  ironical  tone,  (lie  looked  too  charm- 
ing to  have  felt  much. 

"  I  have  been  informed,'*  continued  he, 
looking  at  the  Duke  and  Duchefs,  ''  how 
much  all  my  kind  friends  have  thought  of 
me  in  my  long  abfence.** 

This  was  faid  fo  naturally,  that'  hope 
began  to  gather  flrength  in  the  bread  of 
Lord  Sandford  j  he  was  afconifhed  at  his 
filler.—"  Not  for  worlds,'*  thought  he, 
<«  could  I  talk  fo  to  the  man  I  have  la 
highly  injured!'* 

"  You 
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**  You  don't  know,  Mr.  Beaumont," 
faid  the  Duke,  ''  hov7  very  anxious  we  are 
to  know  the  motives  of  your  very  extraor- 
dinary abfence  and  filence.  Your  looks  tell 
me  you  have  been  ill; — pray  Heaven,  you 
have  not  contraded  fome  fad  malady  that 
may  not,  by  good  a;dvice  and  care,  be  re- 
moved !" 

Mr.  Beaurpont  fatisfied  his  Grace  in  that 
particular,  and  laid  he  would  inform  him 
with  pleafure  of  every  circumOiance  that 
had  happened  to  him  fmce  the  day  he  was 
to  meet  him  on  their  way  to  London;  all 
which  has  been  before  detailed. 

Through  the  hifhory  Mr.  Beaumont 
did  not  make  it  appear  that  he  knew  the 
authors  of  all  his  fufferings  until  he  cam.e 
to  his  enlargement,  when  he  took  from  his 
pocket  ail  the  letters  of  Lord  Sandford  and 
Lady  Mary;  and  giving  them  to  the  Mar- 
quis— "  Will  you,  my  dear  Lord,*'  faid  he, 
*'  read  thofe  letters  while  I  recover  ftrengthi^ 

for 
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for  T  feel  myfelf  a  little  exhaufled  from 
talking  fo  long,** 

V/hile  the  Marquis  read,  Lord  vSandford 
evinced  the  fiifferings  of  his  fcuil  by  the 
variation  of  his  courtenance,  and  the  c]QQp 
groans  which  he  cou  d  not  reprefs.  Con- 
fternation  fit  on  evciy  face.  Lord  Seal 
afked  his  Ton  if  he  cid  iiot  acknowledge  thofe 
letters  to  be  his? 

*'  Oh  yes!  yes!"  faid  he,  and  covered 
his  face  with  his  hands, 

''  Mary,"  faid  Lord  Seal  a^ain,  *'  is 
this  your  letter  alfo?" 

«  To  be  fnre  it  is,"  faid  fl^e;  "  is  it  not 
an  excellent  joke  ? — B..iieve  me,  my  dear, 
good  people,  Lady  Middieton  never  would 
have  knov;n  half  her  love  for  Mr.  Beau- 
mont but  for  our  kind  inteiference.  And 
you,  Sir,"  faid  (he,  "  would  never  have 
doted  half  as  much  as  you  do  iince  you 
have  heard  of  the  lufferings  of  my  beau- 
tiful   coufm    at    your    abfencc. — Tell    me 

honeftly,'* 
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honeflly,'*  faid  Ilie,  appealing  to  Mr.  Beau- 
mont, "  is  it  not  the  cafe?" 

Here  Lord  Lovefdale  arofe  from  his  feat. 

«  This  is  too  much,"  H^jd  he;  ''  ac- 
knovvl  dge,  Miidam,  your  d;abol  cal  mo- 
tives for  theb  horrid  fcliem^-  againil  the 
lovely,  axiiable  L^dy  MiJd!eton  and  my 
frend,  nor  dare  to  turn  into  ridicule 
fuch  complete  vvickedncls. — Peihaps,"  faid 
he,  lookingr  feverel/  at  her  undaunted 
Ladyihip,  "  if  my  p0  3r  fiiend  Baggot  was 
here '* 

At  the  na'-iie  of  Baggot  die  dropped  from 
her  chair  in  a  violent  fit,  and  was  fo  (Irongly 
convLlfed,  that  it  was  neceiT.ry  to  have  her 
bied.  She  was  removed  i<>  her  room,  and 
continued  in  fo  alarminr  Li  (late,  that  a 
phyfician  was  feat  for,  whu,  living  near  the 
Abbey,  came  immediately.  He  j^^ave  her 
fome  draughts,  which  compofed  her  a  little, 

and 
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and  expreffed  hopes  of  her  being  better  by 
the  following  morning. 

Mr.  Beaumont,  when  quiet  was  a  little 
reftored,  continued  his  relation.     He  went 

through  the  (lory  of  Mademoifelle  M , 

and  in  conclufion  prefented  the  open  note 
from  ■  the  Italian  lady.  Lord  Sandford 
ftaggered  to  a  chair,  but  faid  not  a  w^ord. 

"  Oh  God!"  faid  Lord  Seal,  "  in  thy 
mercy  cafe  me  of  the  torture  I  fuffer ! — Such 
deep-laid  villany,  fuch  complicated  wicked- 
nefs  I — The  lives  of  two  diltinguiflied  and 
amiable  charaders  in  danger  of  being  made 
for  ever  miferable !  Mr.  Beaumont  im- 
piifoned,  ftarved,  thrown  on  the  bed  of  fick- 
nef ,  left  without  care,  without  nourifliment> 
relieved  by  accident  from  a  confinement 
that  promifed  to  end  in  death! — Mercy! 
—I  defpiie  thee,  thou  wretch!"  looking  at 
Lord  Sandford. — "  Thy  father's  eternal 
dirplea!ure  awaits  theelr — Thy  crimes  call 
loudly  on  thy  country  for  punilliment  !'* — 

Here 


ANKEEWICK    CASTLE.  4/ 

Here  the  Duke  warmly  interfered. 

''  Let  us,  my  dear  Lord,"  fald  he,  "  hear 
what  Charles  has  to  fay  for  himfclf".  I  have 
narrowly  obferved  him;  I  have  feen  him. 
fuffer  too  much,  to  believe  he  is  hiirdened 
in  vice;  he  may  have  fomjething  to  offer 
that  may  pa'liate  thofe  actions  that  feem 
to  u.^  To  flagrant." 

Here  the  Duke  appealed  to  his  grand- 
fon  with  that  look  of  mild  yet  agitated 
enquiry  as  would  fay — "  I  have  hopes 
that  I  Iruft  you  will  not  difappoint." — Lord 
Sandford  arofe  from  his  feat;  his  counte- 
nance bore  every  mark  of  inward  fuffering ; 
his  air  and  manner  were  folemn;  deep  afflic- 
tion Teemed  to  have  taken  poiTefiion  of 
his  foul ;  his  attitude  was  that  of  timid 
entreaty. 

"  I  am  forty.  Sir,"  faid  he,  addrefling 
the  Duke  in  a  low  voice,  "  that  I  have 
nothing  to  otter  in  my  own  jullification;  I 

plead 
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I  never  faw  her  for  a  fortnight,  and  hardly 
left  the  door  of  her  apartment  ; — fhe  then 
becaine  comparatively  better,  and  again  I 
faw  her  with  all  the  reft  of  the  party  who 
flill  remained  at  the  Priory.  As  we  entered, 
I  lingered  behind,  and  when  each  congra- 
tulated her  on  her  recovery,  I  advanced  ; — 
flie  held  out  her  hand  to  me,  and,  with  a 
clear  and  collected ,  though  feeble  voice, 
thanked  me  particularly  for  the  kind  intereft 
I  took  in  her  fafety. 

«  But  I  fear,'  (aid  llje,  '  you  have  thought 
fo  much  of  me,  that  you  have  negleded 
yourfelf.  My  beloved  Emily  promifed  to 
take  care  of  you.' 

<'  Affected  by  this  fpeech,  delivered  in 
the  lendereft  accents,  and  by  her  appear- 
ance, which  feemed  more  than  human,  the 
fatigue  of  my  mind  and  body,  all  concurred 
to  bring  me  to  fuch  a  pitch  of  weaknefs  that 
I  burll  into  tears.  I  left  the  room  as 
well  as  I  could,  but  not  before  thofe  tears 
had  the  moft  fatal  effecls.  Mifs  Walfing- 
ham,  overcome,   like   myfelf,  with  feelings 

too 
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too  exqulfite  to  be  borne,  had  fainted,  and 
was  no  longer  able  to  bear  any'  perfon  in  the 
room.  Phyficians  were  inilantly  Tent  for, 
and  with  hope,  fear,  uncertainty,  and  terror, 
I  awaited  their  arrival  traverfing  my  room* 
Two  very  able  medical  men  lived  near,  and 
in  a  few  hours,  the  longeft  I  ever  fpent,  1 
was  informed  they  had  been  with  Mifs  Wal- 
iingham,  and  that  they  were  going  away. 
With  fenfations  I  know  not  how  to  defcrib^, 
I  hurried  to  the  parlour  where  they  were  ; — 
they  told  me  with  much  feeling,  though  at 
the  fame  time  with  candour,  Ibe  could  not 
live  long,  for  fhe  had  been  a  confiderable 
time  in  a  deep  decline,  and  nothing  could 
fave  hen — At  thefe  cruel  words  I  funk  into 
a  chair; — fo  young,  fo  good,  fo  fenfible,  to 
be  thus  cut  off!  I  would  have  given,  with 
pleafure,  my  own  life  to  have  faved  her's. 

'  And  is  there  then  no  hope?'  I  afked, 
tears  rolling  down  my  face  -,  '  cannot  you 
adminiiter  one  fvveet  word  of  comfort  ? — 
Mull  this  angel  be  indeed  torn  from  her 
friends  thus  in  the  prime  of  life  ?' 

VOL.  IV.  D  <«  Thefe 
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but  happincfs;  but  the  generous  Beaumont 
will  plead  for  me,  and  where  he  forgives, 
the  workings  of  a  father's  heart  will  do 
much.*' 

"  Charles,"  fald  Lord  Seal,  "  I  have 
never  thought  ill  of  you  before;  if  any  thing 
can  do  away  your  paft  condudV  in  the 
minds  of  thofe  you  are  dear  to,  it  is  your 
prefent  manife6l  afflidlion.  You  could  not 
affedl:  thofe  ftrong  feelings — they  mufi:  come 
from  the  heart;  you  cannot  furely  mean  to 
deceive  us.*' 

^*  There  are  many  things,'*  faid  Lord 
Sandford,  "  I  have  done,  that  fliame  and 
a  fenfe  of  guilt  oblige  me  to  draw  a  veil  over ; 
but  trufl  me,  my  father,  I  aim  not  at  de- 
ception ;  the  misfortunes  I  have  brought 
upon  myfelf,  have  opened  my  eyes,  and  leave 
me  at  liberty  to  reliedt  on  my  crimes  in 
all  their  circumaftances  of  guilt. — I  confefs  I 
dared  to  commit  deeds  I  flliuddcr  at  with 
horror;  and,  felf-condemned,  I  cannot  plead. 
— I  m.uil,  v^ith  fhame,  confefs  my  condu<5l 
has  been  what  it  is  reprefented,  and  that 

being 
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being  the  cafe,  I  cannot  excufc  myfelf ;  I 
iliall  only  fay  that  by  that  duty  and  refpedt 
I  have  always  paid  you,  Sir,"  looking  at 
his  father,  "  and  that  veneration  and  love 
I  have  always  felt  for  the  Duke  and  Duchefs, 
you  mufl  judge  of  the  future  life  of  a  man 
av/aked  "as  from  a  dream,  wondering  at  a 
long  courfe  of  vicious  practices,  and  fearch- 
ing  in  vain  into  the  original  motives,  with- 
out being  able  to  account  for  them." 

On  faying  this  he  quitted  the  room  fo 
extremely  affected,  that  he  left  an  impref- 
fion  on  the  minds  of  both  the  Marquis  and 
Mr.  Beaumont  very  much  to  his  advan- 
tage. 

**  Gentlemen,"  faid  Lord  Seal,  "  my 
fon,  in  fpeaking  of  his  duty  and  refped  to 
me,  has  faid  aothing  but  the  truth — I  may 
add  alfo,  the  mod  engaging  and  affedl: ion- 
ate  attentions  i — on  a  tedious  flck  bed  he 
has  watched  over  me  with  the  kindeft  care, 
and  when  my  difeafe  has  left  me,  he  never 
D  1  confidered 
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confidered  his  tafk  at  an  end,  but  by  every 
little  art  and  contrivance,  relieved  my  vveak- 
nefs,  and  amufed  my  mind;  nor  until  I  was 
perfe6lly  reftored,  did  he  ever  think  proper 
to  abfent  himfelf  from  my  lick  room. — Thus 
bound  to  him  by  the  fondefi:  regards,  know- 
ing that  pecuniary  interefted  m.otives  had 
nothing  to  do  in  it,  he  being  totally  out  of 
my  pov^'cr  in  that  point,  you  m.uft  judge  the 
ihock  I  have  this  day  received; — 1  thought 
Chailes  a  gay,  unthinking  boy,  but  I  thought 
him  the  worthieft  fellow  that  lived." 

The  tear  flood  in  poor  Lord  Seal's  eye  at 
the  refie(ftion  that  fo  many  women  of  the 
highefl:  diftindiion  had  fallen  by  his  for/s  arts ! 

"  Mademoifelle  M ,'*  faid  Mr.  Beau- 
mont, *'  through  his  means,  has  only  efcaped 
a  Convent — (he  has  fuffered  nothing. — The 
Italian  lady  loves  him  to  excefs  ; — if  Lord 
Sandford  confirms  any  ma'M%e  that  may 
have  taken  place,  and  that  (he  is  kept  in 
ignorance  that  it  was  a  fictitious  one,  (lie 

appears 
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■appears  to  me  to  be  a  woman  who  will  do 
honour  to  any  family;  fhe  feems  well  edu- 
cated, and  even  learned;  her  famil5;,is  iiluf- 
trious,  and  her  appearance  and  manners  the 
moil  DreDoffeffino;:  if  Lord  Sandford  flill 
loves  her,  there  may  be  the  happieft  accom- 
mpdation." 

"  I  doubt  not/*  faid  the  Duke,  "  but 
Charles  will  make  atone.ment,  if  poflible,  to 
this  amiable  woman,  and  fhould  flie  be 
really  what  ihe  appears,  the  connection 
augurs  well;  fhould  he  be  inclined  to  do 
her  juftice,  my  Lord  Seal  I  knovv  will  be 
no  impediment." 

"  Do  net  uifpecl  me  of  any  thing  fo 
bale,"  returned  his  Lordfhip;  "  would  I 
could  reinllate  every  unfortunate  woman 
he  has  been  a  fource  of  mifery  tol'^^ 

"  Sandford,*'  rejoined  the  Duke,  "  is  a 
better  man  than  the  world  takes  him  for; — 
his  vices  are  on  the  furface ;  I  have  always 
expected  hifri  to  make  in  the  end  a  good 
member  of  fociety. — I  very  early  perceived 
that  his  mind  was  like  a  garden  that  had 
D  3  naturally 
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naturally  a  fine  deep  foil,  but  from  bad 
gardeners,  who  fuffered  it  to  lie  wafte,  it 
was  hurt— weeds  grew  up  in  every  part,  and 
all  the  beautiful  flowers  that,  under  an  able 
manager,  would  have  flouriQied  and  come 
to  perfedion,  were  choaked  up,  and  lay 
buried  amid  the  heap  of  noxious  weeds  that 
was  fuffered  to  overpower  them. — When 
Charles  quits  his  prefent  companions,  when 
he  thinks  ferioufly  of  his  paft  follies,  his 
mind  will  be  fimilar  to  this  fame  garden ; 
the  weeds  will  difappear,  the  produce  of  the 
natural  good  foil  will  fpring  up,  and  (hoot 
with  flrength,  and  the  able  gardener  will 
carefully  root  out  all  that  would  fmother 
and  deface  the  beauties  he  will  take  a  pride 
in  fliewing  to  the  world." 

"  tie  is  much  indebted  to  you,'*  faid 
Lord  Seal ;  '^  your  Grace  has  drawn  a 
pidure  that,  could  it  be  realized '* 

"  Doubt  it  not,  my  dear  Lord ;  I  appeal 
to  the  Marquis,"  interrupted  the  Duke, 
"  to  Mr.  Beaumont,  whether  his  condud 

of 


ANKERWICK    CASTLE.  5^ 

of  this  evening  has  not  givea  them  a  very 
different  idea  of  him." 


They  both  with  warmth  afTented. 

"  Yes,**  faid  the  Dake,  exulting  in  his 
good  work  of  reconciling  his  favourite  of 
the  Berkley  family,  "  1  know  that  Charles 
will  not  difappoint  me,  and  I  think  he  mud 
have  had  able  abettoi-s  in  the  affair  againft 
Mr.  Beaumont." 

Here  Lady  Ann  entered,  and  excufed 
her  brother's  appearance  for  that  night;  but 
brought  a  meffage  to  Mr.  Beaumont,  figni* 
fying  that  on  the  morrow  he  fhould  beg 
leave  to  talk  to  him  on  the  contents  of  the 
letter  from  Ankerwick  Caftle.  Lady  Ann 
reported  that  her  filler  was  afleep,  and  peace 
feemed  to  be  in  fome  degree  reftored  at  the 
Abbey;  but  Lord  Seal,  who  begged  permif- 
fion  to  retire  for  the  night,  was  burthened 
with  a  load  of  forrow  that  promifed  no  re- 
pofe. — He  was  a  man  of  great  worth  and 
D  4  fenfibility ; 
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fenfibilityi  he  ]oved  all  his  children  with 
extravagant  fondnefs ;  but  a  likenefs  in  the 
features  of  Lady  Mary  to  her  mother 
feemed  doubly  to  attach  him  to  her,  added 
to  the  mod  unremitting  attention  flie  paid 
him,  which  appeared  to  flow  from  her  love 
and  duty,  but  in  reality  from  avarice,  and 
a  wifli,  by  that  means,  of  making  her 
fatlier  fubfervient  to  all  her  pleafures  and 
delires.  Lady  Mary's  letter  to  her  brother 
funk  deep  into  the  heart  of  Lord  Seal^  he 
faw  The  was  the  principal  j  her  diredlions 
for  a  double  portion  of  ill-treatment  to 
Mr.  Beaumont,  her  being  evidently  the 
contriver  of  the  plot,  and  the  agony  the 
name  of  Bagpot  threw  her  into,  all  were 
fo  many  daggers  in  the  heart  of  her  tender 
father.  He  recoilefted  the  Honourable 
Mr.  Baggot  at  Nice,and  t-hcir  intimacy  there ; 
he  dreaded  he  knew  not  what,  for  fome  myf- 
tery  hung  on  the  words  of  Lord  LovefLlalc. 

With  thefe  unquiet,   wretched  feelings. 
Lord    Seal   palTed   a  moil   fleeplefs,   weary 

night. 
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night,  and  aroie  fi'om  his  pillow  with  a 
bitter  portion  of  forrows.  Lord  Sandfofd 
appeared  at  the  breakfaft  table ;  he  entered 
the  room  with  the  Duke  and  Lord  Seal,  with 
whom  he  had  had  that  morning  a  private 
conference; — his  countenance  was  pale,  and 
dejection  fat  on  every  feature.  When  the 
table  was  removed.  Lord  Seal  addrefied. 
Mr.  Beaumont. 

''  My  fon,  Sir,"  faid  he,   *'  has  made   a 
full  confcfTion  this  morning  to  the  Duke  and 
me  of  his  connection  with  the  fair  Italian, 
v;ho  is    at  preient    with  Lady  Middleton^ 
— He  takes  fo  much   blame  to   himfelf  for  " 
his    treatment  of  this  lady,  that  he  leaves 
nothing  for  hisfriends  to  accufe  him  of;  he 
reprelents    her  to    be     a   woman   of   great 
fixength  of  reafon,  and  efpecially  to  be  ad- 
mired  and  valued  for  her  exalted  morals; 
and  chat  her  delicacy  is  fuch,  that  when  (he 
is  informed  of  the  illegality  of  her  marriage, 
he  has  krious  f^ars  for  her  life. — She  is  of 
the  iiiullrious   Hcufe  of  Sforza,  and    was. 
D  5  bred 
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bred  up  in  the  fplendour  that  became  a 
daughter  of  that  great  Houfe.— Such  a 
woman^  my  fon,  ought  not  to  have  been 
deceived ,  but  fince  you  are  now  anxious 
to  begin  a  reformation,  and  wilh  to  render 
jufhice  to  this  injured  and  accompHlhed 
lady,  as  the  firft  ftep  towards  it,  I  recom- 
mend adopting  fuch  a  mode  as  will  fave 
her  from  ever  knowing  the  infults  you 
intended  her : — a  further  deception  I  think 
is  allowable  i  I  fhall  take  upon  myfelf  to 
reconcile  her  to  having  the  ceremony  per- 
formed again,  and  give  her  fuch  reafons 
for  it  as  will  fet  her  quite  at  reft. — The 
utmoft  care  muft  be  taken  not  to  raife  her 
fufpicionsj  for  if  fhe  is  a  being  on  whom 
Nature  has  poured  out  her  riches  with  fo 
liberal  a  hand,  we  mufh  do  all  we  can  to 
footh  her  mind,  gratify  her  delicacy,  and 
move  her  afledions.  I  hope  Charles,*' 
continued  Lord  Seal,  addreffmg  the  Duke, 
"  will  not  juflify  the  doubts  I  cannot  help 
forming  of  his  future  condu6t ;  for  if  he  loved 
this  woman  with  the  fervour  and  unalterable 

regard 
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regard  that  every  man  ought  to  feel  for  an 
amiable  wife,  he  could  not  have  left  her  a 
prey  to  grief  and  difappointment  in  a  ftrange 
land ;  but  if,  on  the  contrary,  he  nOvV  feels 
as  becomes  the  man  dear  to  fo  much  per- 
fedion,  every  good  may  be  expedled  from 
the  re  union. — She  loves    him   you   think, 
Mr.  Beaumont,  with  the  ftrongeft  and  pur^fl 
afFedion  ?    Take  her  then,  Charles,  to  your 
heart,  and   be   true  to  her;    flie  will  be  a 
companion  for  Ufe  that  will  do  you  honour, 
and  when  all  the  follies  and  extravagancies 
of  youthful  fancy  fhall  be  no  more,  Ihe will 
be  a  faithful  and  agreeable  friend   in   the 
winter  of  life.     In  the  lociety  of  a  fenfible 
and  virtuous  woman,  your  hours  will  glide 
pleafantly  on; — in  afBiClion  flie  will  confole 
you,  in  ficknefs  attend  you;   and  if  unre- 
mitting fuccels    fliould  be   your  lot,    her 
valuable  flcre  of  wifdom  and  found  reafon, 
fuch  as  you  defcribe  her  to  j^/ofTefs,  will  ever 
bring  fomething  new,  and  her  converf;tiori 
will   always    afford  frefh    plealure.  and   im- 
provement.— Remember^  at  a  very  tender 
D  6  age. 
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agCj  on  your  faith,  flie  left  her  native  home 
and  beloved  friends^  and  became  an  exile; 
her  love  for  you  has  dertroyed  her  profpediss 
file  withers  in  the  early  morning  of  her  days 
•—an  outcaft  from  her  f.imily,  (hut  up  from 
all  fociety,  you  leave  her  to  mourn  her 
mifconduct  alone  and  unprotefted. — Let 
honour,  let  pity  rouie  you;  do  not  bafely 
load  with  misfortune  and  unhappinefs  the 
woman  who  even  now  prefers  you  to  all 
mankind." 

Here  the  door  was  thrown  open,  and  the 
phylician  was  announced ;  he  gave  an  ac- 
count of  Lady  Mary's  diforder,  which, 
though  it  was  not  very  alarming,  was  fuffi- 
cient  to  fay — ^^  If  ilie  grows  worfe,  I  Qiall 
have  prepared  her  friends  not  to  be  fur- 
prifed." — However,  it  was  fuch  as  brought 
infinite  pain  to  her  fond  father,  who  left  th^ 
room,  in  great  agitation,  with  the  phyfician. 

When  he  retired—"  AlasV*    faid  Lord 

Sandford,    "  how  my  dear  father  fuffersT' 

3  He 
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He  prefentcd  a  letter  to  Mr.  Beaumont, 
diredted  to  Lac'y  Sandford. — *-  The  honour 
andgenerofity  of  your  overlooking,  and  for- 
giving the  irjuries  you  have  received  froai 
me,  Sir,  have  impreHcd  me  Vvith  fp  high  an 
idea  of  your  chara6Ver,  that  I  will  follow 
you,  and  inftead  of  offering  any  apology, 
I  will  afk  a  favour. — Make  my  peace  with 
Lady  MiddletOHj  reconcile  Lady  Sandford 
to  me  ',  tell  her  I  have,  in  the  agonies  of  my 
heart  f)r  the  fufferings  f  have  caufed  her^ 
fpoke  of  her  real  worth  and  perfections  to 
my  father,  and  the  Duke  and  Duchefsj 
that  they  are  higliiy  prepoueued  in  her 
favour,  and  loni^  to  take  her  to  their 
hearts. — Excufe  n>e,*'  faid  he,  "  I  cannot 
talk  i  when  next  we  meet,  I  hope  I  ihall  be 

•  better  enabled.'* 

'      *'  Set  yourfelf  at  reft,  mxy  Lord,"    faid 
'Mr.  Bttiumont;    ''  your  condudV  is  noble, 

•  and  will   meet   its    revvard.— I   will  anfver 
for  the  accommodations  you  wifli." 


Lord  Sandford  put  one  hand  to  his  fore- 
head. 


€l  ANKERWICK    CASTL2. 

head,  and  gav«  the  other  to  Mr.  Beaumont, 
who  very  cordially  fl-jook  it,  and  his  Lord^- 
Ihip  haftily  left  the   room. 

"  Ah  Mr.  Beaumont!''  faid  the  Duke, 
"  how  happy  fhould  I  be  could  you  and 
Charles  become  friends  I  I  hope  you  are  not 
fo  prejudiced  againft  him  as  to  make  it 
impoflible.  You  lee  his  fcehngs,  the  work- 
ings of  his  heart  j  trull  me,  his  mind  will 
continue  firm  in  his  firil  refolves ;  he  will, 
in  time,  become  a  companion  congenial 
even  to  you,  and  your  amiable  friend,  the 
Marquis. — Tell  Gertrude  to  admit  him  to 
Ankervvick  Caftlej — he  could  not  remain 
there  long  without  amendment.'* 

They  bowed  to  the  Duke,  fard  much  in 
praife  of  Lord  Sandford's  prefent  difpofi- 
tion  of  miiid,  and  the  happinels  it  would 
give  Mr.  Beaumont  to  gam  his  regards; 
and  after  fome  private  converfation  on  the 
intended  arrangement  of  fettlement^,  &c.  &c. 
they  left  the  Abbey,  and  about  five  o'clock 
arrived  at  the  caftle. 

CHAP> 
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CHAP.  IV. 


JUORD  Sandford,  after  fignifying  to  the 
family  his  intention  of  abfenting  himfelf 
for  a  fortnight,  got  into  his  carriage,  and 
drove  off.  When  he  was  alone,  he  gave 
vent  to  his  full  heart. 

'^  How  happy,  how  refpec^able  might  I 
have  been  at  this  moment,"  faid  he,  *^  had 
T,  like  Beaumont,  Lovefdale,  or  half  a 
hundred  more,  acled  with  reditude,  pru- 
dence, and  honour! — Never  will  the  fcene 
I  yefterday  experienced  leave  my  memory ! 
How  poor,  how  degraded,  how  vicious, 
how  defpicable  I  appeared !  Long,  long 
have  I  felt  the  pains  of  hell  for  the  villanies 

I  was 
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I  was  daily  praftifing,  yet  knew  not  how  to 
leave  ofi  habits  that  cuftom  made  agreeable  1 
— Coward  that  I  am,  that  this,"  taking  out 
a  piflol,  "  fhould  not  with  one  motion  of 
my  finger  put  an  end  to  the  conflids  1  feel  1" 
He  held  it  in  his  hand;  he  trembled  from 
head  to  foot ;  he  felt  a?  if  the  principles  of 
life  were  nearly  exhaufted;  he  grasped  the 
piflol. -T-"  Come,"  faid  he,  "  thou  inflru- 
ment  ot  death-,  come,  and  do  thy  duty,  and 
quickly  jrid  me  of  an  exiilence  my  own 
vices  have  made  infupportable!" 

Jufl  at  that  moment  the  foremoft  boy 
dropped  his  whip,  and  the  carriage  flopped  y 
the  out- rider  turned  back,  the  coachman 
rode  up  to  the  carriage  window,  Lord  Sand- 
ford  hid  the  pillol,  the  boy's  whip  w^as  taken 
up,  and  the  carriage  drove  on.  Though 
all  this  was  done  in  a  mpment,  it  was  a 
moment  bis;  with  the  fate  of  a  man  who 
ne.er  formed  a  thou2;ht  of  fulcide  before, 
but  whole  feelings  were  worked  .up  to  fuch 
a   pitch,   that  almofl   madnel's    feized    liis 

brain  ; 
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brain;  and  in  that  moment  of  infanity  he 
was  on  the  point  of  committing  an  act  he 
aftervvards  Iliuddered  to  think  of. 

How  myfterlous  are  thy  ways.  Oh  Pro- 
vidence !  how  infcrutable  thy  decrees !  How 
often  do  the  moft  unlooked-for,  the  mofh 
trivial,  and  moft  unaccountable  accidents 
prevent  the  moCi  ferious  misfartanes!  The 
dropping'  of  a  ivhip  ciufed  the  lloppage  of 
the  carriage,  and  inftantly  all  the  fervants 
were  about  their  Lord.  This  gave  a  mo- 
mentary turn  to  his  imagination;  and  when 
he  was  again  left  to  himfelf,  refledlion  came 
to  his  aid,  the  pillol  dropped  on  the  feat 
befide  him,  and  he  funk  back  in  the  corner 
of  the  carriage,  where  he  lay  for  near  an 
hour  in  a  ftate   of  almofl:  perfe-il   ftupor. 

The  rattlina:  of  the  carriao-e  wheels  on  the 

pavement   of  tbiC  little  to^\n  of ,  juft 

haif-way  between  the  Abbey  and  Appleby, 
the  feat  of  Lord  Sandford,  from  whence  he 
always    took  poft-horfes,  roufed  him;    and 

whea 
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when  the  carriage  flopped,  the  ready  land- 
lord's profound  and  refpeclful  bow,  vvith-^ 
"  My  Lord,  I  hope  your  Lord  (hip  i-  very 
well?"  raifed  him  up  on  the  feat,  and  he 
felt  as  if  juft  arifen  trom  the  dead. 

This  landlord  had  been  a  fervant  of  the 
Duke  of  Devon,  fet  up  by  his  Grace,  and 
patronized  by  him;  the  houfe  was  reforted 
to  by  all  the  family  and  its  connections,  (6 
that,  after  a  few  years,  it  is  not  to  be  won- 
dered at  that  the  good  man  and  woman, 
at   the    Devon- Arms,    in   the   little   town 

of ,  fbould  find  themfelves  much  more 

wealthy  than  their  moft  fanguine  wifties 
had  taught  them  to  hope  for.  The  groom 
had  gone  on  the  night  before,  as  was  the 
cufhom,  to  prevent  a  difappointment  m 
horfes;  and  Lord  Sandford,  who  was  ex- 
pelled, was  received  by  thefe  good  people 
with  all  that  was  natural  to  expecl  from 
them.  The  man  put  his  hand  on  the  lock 
of  the  carriage- door,  the  woir.an  was  curt- 
feying  to  the  ground,  but  Lord  Sandford's 

imaginatioa 
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imagination  was  fo  totally  abforbed,  every 
nerve  fo  much  unftrung,  all  recolledion  io 
fled,  that  the  courtefy  of  tliefe  good  people 
was  unheeded  and  unanfwered.  They  were 
all  aftonidiment;  they  had  always  been 
ufed  to  his  flying  out  of  the  carriage,  with  a 
nod  of  the  head,  and  kind  enquiries  after 
their  family ;  but  when  the  door  was 
opened,  and  theyfaw  hisLordfhip  as  pale  as 
death,  horror  on  his  countenance,  no  oiier 
at  fpeaking,  they  were  terrified;  they  took 
him  out  of  the  carriage,  and  laid  him  on 
a  bed  -,  a  cold  fweat  iflued  from  every  pore ; 
they  were  moil  ferioufly  alarmed  for  his 
hfe. 

About  half  an  hour  before  Lord  Sand- 
ford's  arrival,  a  Mr.  Wentworth  drove  to 
the  inn  in  a  pofl:-carriage,  and  wanted  ano- 
ther to  get  home  as  fafl:  as  poflible;  he 
was  much  chagrined  to  find  there  was  not  a 
horfe  at  home  but  thofc  engaged  to  his 
Lordfliip;  he  wanted  thofe  from  the  lail 
ftage  to  be  fent  on  with  him>  but  as  his 

houfe 
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houfe  was  eleven  miles  further,  the  boy  faid 
it  was  more  than  his  horfes  were  equal  to, 
and  pofitively  refufed  to  proceed.  In  this 
dilemma  Mr.  Wentworth  afked  for  a  horfe 
for  himtelf  to  ride,  but  the  good  man  at 
the  Devon-Arms  had  no  fuch  thing;  he,, 
therefore,  went  to  try  what  he  could  do 
about  the  town,  and  was  juft  returning  from, 
his  unfuccclsful  eilliy,  when  he  met  the 
landlord  in  the  greateft  diflrefs  at  the  fitua- 
tion  of -Lord  Sandford. 

"  Be  fo  good,  Sir,"  faid  he  to  Mr. 
Wentworth,  "  juft  to  look  in  upon  my 
dear  young  Lord  ;  I  know  you  are  a  molt 
excellent  phyfician,  and  can  inform  us  what 
ought  to  be  done  for  him,  and  if  we  (hould 
not  fend  off  to  the  Abbey  ?" 

Mr.  Wentworth  went  immediately  to 
the  bedfide  of  Lord  Sandford  ;  and  on  feel- 
ing his  pulfe,  he  thought  it  necelTaiy  to 
give  him  a  draught  to  revive,  and  at  the 
fame   time,   to   cool   him,  for   he  had  by 

this 
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this  time  got  into  a  mod  violent  heat.  He 
went  himlclf  to  an  apothecary's,  procured 
the  draught,  and  had  the  pleafure  to  find  his 
patient,  in  a  couple  of  hours,  well  enough 
to  proceed  to  his  own  houfe,  which  was 
fix  miles  further  on  the  fame  road  than 
Mr.  Wentworth's. 

When  Lord  Sandford  was  told  of  the 
accident  that  detained  him  at  the  Devon- 
Arms,  he  laid  he  fhould  be  happy  to  fet 
him  down,  and  be  much  obliged  by  his 
company. 

This  was  a  mofl;  fortunate  rencounter, 
and  Lord  Sandford's  fortune  again  befriended 
him;  for  Mr.  Wentworth  was  the  character, 
of  all  ctheis,  that  was  at  this  moment  the 
mofl:  fit  companion  for  Lord  Sandford.  He 
chatted  in  the  mofl  agreeable  manner  dur- 
ing their  ride,  but  could  not  raife  his 
Lordfnip's  Ipiriis;  a  mcft  violent  head- 
ach  attacked  him,  and  the  noife  and 
motion  of  the  carriage  were  dreadful  to  him. 

V/hen 
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When  they  arrived  at  the  feat  of  Mr.  Went- 
worth,  they  found  it  impolTible  for  his 
Lordlliip  to  proceed;  he,  therefore,  re- 
mained there  that  night,  nor  was  he  in 
the  morning  able  to  remove  to  Appleby. — • 
He  had  a  great  deal  of  fever,  and  was  at- 
tended with  the  kindeft  care  by  the  worthy 
Mr.  Wentworth. 

This  was  a  man  who,  upon  fifteen 
hundred  pounds  per  annum,  lived  in  a  ftate 
of  the  greateit  happinefs,  and  enjoyed,  in  a 
fmall  compafs,  the  bounty  and  gaiety  of 
univerfal  Nature.  He  was  blelTed  with  the 
bed  heart,  lived  in  a  fweet  retirement,  the 
ornament  of  fociety,  and  friend  of  man- 
kind; his  was  the  abode  of  peace  and  con- 
tent ;  he  made  all  around  him  happy,  for 
he  was  happy  himiclf.  He  was  efteemed 
by  moft,  envied  by  fome,  and  laughed  at 
by  a  few;  but  he  acled  from  the  didlates 
of  a  pure  heart"  and  enlightened  mind, 
and  lived  more  to  pleafe  himfelf  than  the 
world. 

A  few 
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A  few  days,  paflTed  in  all  the  litde  a6ls  of 
hofpitable  attention,  brought  a  greater  de- 
gree of  intimacy  between   Lord   Sandford 
and  this  gentleman  than  )^ears  in  the  com- 
mon courfc  of  connedlioR^  and  before  they 
parted,  which  was  nearly  ten  days,  his  Lord- 
fliip   made   him  acquainted  not   only  w;th 
all  the  reader  knows,   but  every    thought, 
every  wifli  of  his  heart.     He    put  himfelf 
under  a  very  able  director,  and  refolved  to 
follow  irnplicitly  his  advice.     He  received 
fuch  lefibns  of  morality,  was  reafoned  with  on 
every  fubjecl  with  fuch  fl:rength,fuch  power 
of  argument,  that  Lord  Sand  lord  was  aflo- 
jiidied;  he  already  felt  himielf  a  new  man. 

«  Would  to  God,"  faid  he,  **  I  had 
fpei:!t  more  time  at  Emerfly  than  at  Paris, 
Rome,  fijc.  &c  1  I  ihculd  have  been  a  better 
man,  a  more  le  ped:ed  character." 

"  At  twenty  tour,"  faid  Mr.  Went- 
worth,  *'  tlie  characters  of  fome  men  are 
as  far  fr-^jm  being  formed,  as  others  are  at 
thii  Lcen.     1  have  been  of  your  acquaintance, 

my 
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my  Lord,  fome  years,  yet  knew  nothing 
of  you  but  from  report  ^  that  you  have 
erred  I  muft  admit,  but  you  poffefs  too 
fine  feelings,  too  much  real  contrition  for 
paft  offences,  not  to  make  a  moft  valuable 
character.  Your  bodily  illnefs,  which  I 
coukl  not  account  for,  when  3'ou  aflured 
me  you  had  committed  no  excefs,  pro- 
ceeded from  the  agitation  of  your  mind  ; 
that  mind  muft  poffefs  a  great  portion 
of  fenfibiiity,  mufb  be  ahve  to  ail  the 
finer  feehng^  that  are  the  great  ornam.ents 
of  human  nature.. — Do  juftice  to  Lady 
Sandford^  bring  her  to  Appleby,  {dc^t  a 
few  of  worth  for  your  intimates,  cultivate 
the  friendfnip  of  Lady  Middleton,  the  firfh 
'woman  in  the  world,  and  of  Mr.  Beaumont; 
refide  in  the  country,  turn  your  thoughts 
to  domeftic  happinefs ;  and  with  fuch  a 
companion  as  you  defcribe  Lady  Sandford 
to  be,  you  may,  if  you  pleafe,  become  one  oi 
the  mofh  enviable  men  in  England. 

Lord   Sandford    fhook  his  head  at   the 

pidure 
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picture  Mr.  Wentv\'orth  drew;  for  though  it 
was  very  much  to  his  mind,  he  thought  it 
too  fudden  a  tranfition  to  promife  the  defired 
effea:. 

"  This  image  of  peace,"  faid  he,  "  you 
have  drawn  fo  charming  and  fmiUng,  moves 
my  heart,  and  raviOies  my  imagination; 
but  remorfe  for  crimes  unnerves  me,  and 
though  I  feel  all  the  inclination  to  realize 
fuch  happinefs,  I  want  ftrength  to  begin  it. 
— To  meet  Lady  Sandford  is  more  than  I 
can  think  of;  I  have  not  feen  her  thefe  two 
years ; — villain  as  I  am,  to  have  treated 
with  fo  much  "cruelty  fuch  a  gentle  foul !" 

"  The  fooner  you  fee  her,  take  my  word 
for  it,"  faid  Mr.  Wentworth,  *'  the  fooner 
you  will  be  reconciled  to  yourfelf.*' 

"  Yes,''  returned  Lord  Sandford,  ''  if 
it  was  over;   but  there  1  am  a  coward." 

Mr.  Wentworth  wifhed  to  lead  his 
thoughts  to  agriculture. 

VOL.  II.  E  "  Appleby 
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^*  Appleby  is  a  place  that  warts  improve- 
ment, my  Lord  :  I  could  recommen'l  forr^e 
very  uf^-ful  plans,  that  woi.ld  be  [  rouudive 
of  both  pleaftjre  and  profit;  J  will,  i'  you 
pleaie,  ride  over  it  v/ith  you,  and  po  nt  out 
the  alterations  that  I  tliink  will  be  ot  great 
advantage  to  the  eftate.— Suffer  me  to  fhew 
you  my  farm,  and  hov\'  it  is  i  egulated ;  and 
if  you  approve  of  it,  I  wiii  take  you  as  a 
pupih'* 

They  rode  out;  Lord  Sandford  was  in 
raptures,  and  Mr.  Wentworih  left  nothing 
undone  to  encourage  the  growing  pafTion. 
The  next  day  they  fet  off  for  Appleby; 
where,  under  Mr.  Wentworth,  Lord  Sand- 
ford  form.ed  r  lans  of  fuch  magnitude,  that 
it  was  fuppoled  ten  years  would  hardly 
bring  to  a  finilhed  ftate. 

Lady  Mary  Berkley's  dangerous  il'nefs, 
out  of  whith  fhe  was  not  expected  to  re- 
cover, threw  all  the  Devon  family  into  the 
greatefl  diflreis.     She,   however,  at  length 

began 
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began  to  mend  ;  and  when  flie  was  quite  out 
of  danger,  the  Duke,  Duchefs,  and  Lord 
Seal  fet  off  for  Ankerwick  Caftle  to  pay  a 
vifit  to  Lady  Sandford. 

The  reports  of  this  lady  they  found  not  ex- 
aggerated;- they  all  feeiTicd  equally  charmed 
with  her.  Lord  Seal  requeiled  a  private 
tets-a-tete^  and  flie  retired  with  infinite 
grace  with  his   Lordlhip. 

"  How  does  my  Gertrude  like  Lady 
Sandford  on  a  more  intimate  knovvled2:e  of 

o 

her?"   afked  the  Duchefs. 

"  We  are  all  highly  prepofTjlTed  in  Her 
favour,"  returned  Lady  Middleton;  "  fiie 
feems  to  have  a  thorough  knowledge  of  the 
human  heart,  and  a  deal  of  erudition  and  re- 
finementi  Ihe  appears  to  have  all  the  vigour 
of  a  great  genius,  and  by  wonderful  in- 
duftry  has  railed  herielf  above-the  difcourage- 
ments  that  too  often  impede  the  advance- 
ment of  Iclier  min.ls;  ihe  illudrates  her 
converfation  with  fuch  perpetual  variety, 
E  2  that 
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that  you  can  never  feel  the  fmalleft 
fymptom  of  ennui  in  her  company.  I  have 
iPiCt  few  more  amiable  or  more  accom- 
plifhed  women;  fhe  has  furmounted  all 
the  difficulties  of  our  language,  and  is 
converfant  with  moft  of  our  celebrated 
authors,  and  all  fmce  her  arrival  in  England; 
and  yet,  from  that  period  to  the  prefent 
moment,  only  juft  completes  two  years. 
The  hours  devoted  to  make  her  a  com- 
plete miftrefs  of  Englifli,  faved  her,  (lie 
thinks,  from  adefperate  malady.  In  truth," 
continued  Lady  Middleton,  ''  (he  has  (uf- 
fered  much." 

"  She  is  a  mofl:  valuable  acquifition  to 
the  Berkley  family,"  faid  Mrs.  Markham; 
"  for  (lie  unqueftionably  pofTefTes  all  thofe 
indefinal.le  attractions  which  exclufiveiy  con- 
flitute  the  great  art  ofpleafing;  (lie  appears 
to  have  principles  alio  of  fuch  honour  and 
integrity,  as  makes  her  truly  ineftimable. 
She  made  an  obfervation  the  other  day,  that 
fpcke  the  refiner-nent  of  her  ideas,  and  ftruck 
me  very  forcibly. — On  reading  that  unfor- 
tunate 
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tunate  affair  between  Lady  E  and  Mr. 

T 5  which  the   newfpapers  have  been  To 

very  elaborate  on—*  Alas!'  faid  fhe,  '  to 
what  a.  dreadful  fituation  has  fhe  reduced 
herfelf  1  To  our  lives  there  is  a  period,  but 
difhonour  is  everlafting.* — Thus  (lie  really 
appears  to  me^  and  I  am  confident,  did 
fhe  know  her  fituation,  which  pray  Heaven 
ihe  never  may  !  the  confequences,  either  on 
her  life  or  intelledts  would  be  mofl  lerlous 
and  alarming." 

"  \¥e  fnail  ufe  fuch  methods,  I  hope," 
faid  the  Duchefs,  "  as  to  prevent  a  poffi- 
biiity  of  it." 

The  conference  between  Lord  Seal  and 
Lady  Sandford  laded  until  dinner  was 
announced.  There  were  evident  traces  of 
fatisfadion  on  her  countenance;  fo  that 
when  fhe  joined  the  company,  every  body 
judged  (he  had  been  pleafed  by  the  propo- 
laL  made  by  Lord  Seal.  This  could  not  fail 
of  giving  Lady  Mi'dieton  re^l  pleafure;  for 
fhe  had  conceived  already  a  flrong  attractive 
E  J  influence 
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influence  prevailing  in  her  heart  for  Lady 
Sand  ford. 


On  the  recovery  of  Lady  Mary,  Lord 
Seal  was  to  return  to  the  caftle ;  and  Lady 
Sandford  was  to  accompany  hini  when  he 
went  back  to  the  Abbey,  where-  a  recon- 
cihation  v/as  to  take  place  between  her  and 
her  Lord. 


When  the  Marquis  went  to  Paris,  on  his 
way  to  where  Mr.  Beaumont  was  confined, 
if  the  reader  recoileds,  he  railed  the  hopes 

of  Mademoifelle  M by  undertaking  a 

vifit  to  the    Marquis  and   Marchionefs   of 

M ,   to  gain  their  forgivenefs  of  their 

fair  runaway.  But  previous  to  his  arrival 
in  Paris,  they  had  gone  to  Lyons  on 
fome  important  affair,  and  were  not  ex- 
pelled to  return  for  fome  months:  how- 
ever, the  letters  flie  wrote  his  Lordihip  left 

at  the  Hotel  M ,  to  be  forwarded,  fo 

that  file  looked  every  day  for  an  anfwer. 
HojiC  one  moment  would  raife  her  to   the 

higheft 


ANKERWICK    CASTLE.  79 

hi^hefl  pinnacle  of  happinefs — then  would 
flie  give  a  luole  to  all  her  native  livelinefs ; 
then  again  fear  wouki  affail  her,  and  (lie  would 
fly  to  Lady  Middleton  and  Mrs.  Markham, 
burfl  into  tears,  fay  it  was  impofTible  flie 
could  ever  be  forgiven,  and  hurry  away  into 
fome  ot  the  plantations  to  hide  her  lorrow. 
She  was  all  nature,  and  nature  in  her  mofl 
charming  garb;  i^.er  extreme  youth,  great 
vivacity,  and  playfulnefs  of  manner  delighted 
univerfaily;  while  her  childiQmefs,  and  real 
innocence  of  heart,  ciumed  from  Lady 
Middleton  almofl;  parental  regards. 

Happy  Mademoifelle  M to  fall  into 

fuch  hands !  She  would  laugh  and  cry  by 
turns  at  Lord  Sandford's  treatment  of  her; 
call  heneif  the  moit  fortunate  creature  in 
tlie  world  at  being  faved  frotH  his  arts;  flie 
would  thro  V  heifeU  on  her  knees,  crofs  her- 
feit,  a  d  cidi  upon  the  Blelied  Virgin  to 
protect  and  iiiCnne  her  ratiiCr  and  mother's 
hcaits  10  for2,ive  ner.  She  had  no  conLcal- 
ment;  every  tnou^ht,  every  word  lluwed 
E  4  unpreme- 
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unpremeditatedly.  She  was  a  character 
Mr,  Selvvin  took  infinite  delight  in  -,  he  loved 
to  hear  her  innocent  flights. — "  She  prays 
and  dances,"  he  would  fay,  "  in  the  fame 
moment!— What  a  foil  to  work  upon! — 
V/hat  a  pure  heart  has  Madem'oifelle  M —  1" 

The  rejoicings  at  Ankerwick  Caftle  for 
the  fafety  and  return  of  Mr.  Beaumont, 
had  been  put  off  on  account  of  the  danger- 
ous flate  Lady  Mary  Berkley  was  in.  The 
evening  of  his  return  from  the  Abbey  all 
the  bells  in  every  fleeple  within  miles  of 
the  caflle,  were  fet  ringings  but  it  v;as 
thought  proper  to  defer  every  other  demon- 
fxration  of  joy  until  the  recovery  of  fo  near 
a  relative  oi  Lady  Middleton. 

On  the  report  of  her  Ladyfhip  being  out 
of  danger,  they  were  ordered  to  commence. 
All  the  families  around  were  invited.  The 
illuminations  Were  very  grand.  Many  of 
the  devices  were  applicable  to  the  occafion, 
with   very    beautiful    tranfparent  paintings, 

emblematic 


ANKERWICK    CASTLE.  8l 

emblematic  of.Mr.  Reaumoni's  cfcape  from 

the   robbers  in   the  foreft  of  .      The 

gifts  of  different  Deities,  laid  at  the  feet  of 
Lady  Middleton,  with  many  fmaller  of  a 
fimilar  kind,  embellilhed  the  walls  of  the 
caflle,  and  added  to  tl.e  gaiety  and  pleafure 
of  the  fcene.  A  concert  and  ball  concluded 
the  evening. 

For  three  days  the  gala  continued ;  the 
fecond  day  of  which  arrived  Lady  Matilda 
Summers,  to  the  very  great  delight  of  the 
Vv'hole  party,  particularly  Lady  Middleton, 
whofe  friendihip  for  that  charming  girl 
gained  ftrength  daily.  She  came  about 
two  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  quite  uncx- 
pededly ; — Hie  was  ftruck  with  the  alteration 
in  the  appearance  of  the  Marquis. 

*'  Ah  George!"  faid  (lie,  "  why  did 
you  ever  f,^e  my  too  lovely  friend  ?" 

'•  Hufli!"  faid  he  i  "  we  are  all  joy  here. 

I  have   now  no  time  to  Ihink  of  my  own 

iorrow;  yet,  furely,  when  thofe  I  {o  much 

E  5  '  love 
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love  are  happy,  I  cannot  once  for  a  moment 
refie*fl  that  ]  am  not  fo,  J  wi(h  my 
father  and  mother  -had  joined  you  in  your 
vifit :  I  wouid  rather  meet  them  here  than 
any  where ; — this  angel  would  excufe  my 
long  abfencei  to  you,  alone,  they  muft 
look  for  all  their  future  expedVations.'* 

"  Ah,  my  dear  brother !  this  was  what  I 
feared/' 

"  Well,"  rejoined  he,  *'  we  will  talk  no 
more  of  this  now. — LadyMiddleton's  fecond 
felf  is  arrived  at  ^the  caftle  —  n^y  fv/eet 
Matilda  is  the  only  woman  in  the  world 
like  her  fair  friend.  Hidf  a  hundred  beaux 
wiil  lay  their  hearts  at  your  feet  ere  you  get 
up  to  town  again  i  the  little  blind  God  will 
play  you  a  falfe  trick,  depend  upon  it.'* 

"  I  begin  ferioufly,"  replied  Lady 
Matilda,  ''  to  W'ilL  my  heart  a  little  more 
vulnerable,  for  my  father  is  really  harfli 
with  me;  he  infifts  upon  my  making  an 
eftablifliment." 

''  Well,  my  lovCy''  fa\d  the  Marquis, 
"  1    this    morning,    in   a   vifit    I    paid   at 

Mr. 
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Mr.  Williams's,  law  a  m:m  I  think  will 
pleafe  you; — the  truth  is,  the  general  run 
of  people  will  never  fuit  ether  of  us.  This 
man,  however,  feems  of  fuperior  mould; — 
we  fliall  lee  if  my  predidion  fpeaks  truth 
or  falfehood." 

*^  Falfehood  you  may  rely  uj^on  it,"  faid 
flie;  *'  I  never  was  lels  inclined  to  like 
your  fex  than  at  prefent.  I  would  r.ither 
attend  you  in  your  tour,  than  any  fchcmc 
that  can  be  propofcd  to  me." 

"  Well,  we  a^ail  fee,"  faid  he.  «  If 
you  are  of  the  fame  m'nd  when  I  am  going, 
I  proniiL^  to  take  you  with  me,  and  we 
will  get  Mrs.  Markham  to  join  us." 

''    Charming!"     faid    Lady     Matilda j 
*'   notliing  could  be  more  to  my  mind." 

They  feparated  to  drefs  for  dinner. 

Jud  as   the   Marquis   was   ordering    his 

man  to  attend   him,  Mr.  Henry  ran  up  to 

him.— .'«  My  dear  fellow,"  faid  the  Marquis, 

E  6  <'  are 
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"  are  you  arrived  ?     I  am  delighted  to  fee 
you.     How  long  have  you  been  here?" 

"  About  ha'f  an  hour. — The  moment  I 
paid  my  duty  to  my  Lady  and  Mr.  Beau- 
mont, 1  flew  to  find  your  Lordfhip;  I 
have  been  in  almoft  all  the  apartments,  and 
could  no  Vtfhere  find  you. — Have  you  finally 
finiQied   Beaum.ont's  affair?" 

*'  Not  quite;  [  ihall  go  to-morrow  or 
the  next  day  to  the  Duke  of  Devon  j  by 
his  direftions  I  came  from  the  Abbey  :  but 
now  all  that  family  are  in  the  greateft  con- 
fufion. — Lady  Mary  Berkley  is  fo  ill,  they 
do  not  expecl,  her  recovery;  if  her  peace  is 
made  above,"  faid  the  Marquis,  *^  it  will 
be  a  very  great  happiiiefs  for  this  world  that 
jQie  fnould  no  longer  be  an  inhabitant  of  it. 
— It  is  afoul  fiend,  my  friend  ! — Come  with 
me,  and  I  will  tell  you  the  whole  hiftory." 
*'  I  have  it  in  my  pocket,  my  Lord. 
—Mr.  Beaumont,  not  expeding  me,  had 
written  the  whole,  and  was  juft  fending  off 
his  letter  when  L  arrived.— I  am  all  im- 
patience to  read  it,   and  fliall  attend  you 

half 
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half  an  hour  before  we  affemble  in  the 
drawing-room. — I  have  fome  matters,  my 
Lord,  I  wifli  to  confult  you  upon.'* 

.  '^  I  fhall  be  at  ieifure,  my  friend,  in  a 
very  (Iiort  time;  my  toilet  is  never  long 
making;— tell  me,  however,  fiifl,  how  long 
will  thefe  lav/ye rs  take  in  preparing  all 
neceffary  papers?'* 

'*  About  a  m.onth — Mr.  Beaumont's 
gold  has  brought  it  to  that;  had  he  not 
been  fo  libeiai,  I  i(.ij')pcie  they  would  have 
taken  tliree. —  I  muft  acknowledge  that  I 
was  aftoiiifhed  at  the  magnitude  of  the 
different  eftates,  which  increafes  their 
trouble;  tiie  Duke  of  Devon  and  Mr.  Beau- 
mont muft  go  to  London  iii  about  a 
week. — The  foiicitor  is  an  a6live  man,  and 
I  have  pro  mi  fed  him  a  large  reward  if 
every  thing  is  concluded  by  that  time; — 
he  explained  to  me  why  it  was  impohible 
a  Ihortertime  ihould  anf^/er. — tLvery  thing 
my  Lord,  that  only  approaches  law,  is 
fcdious  and  vexatious; — pray  God  I  may 
never  h  ave  any   thing  to  fay    to  it^  or  any 

friend 
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friend    of  mine,  as   it  is    a    fure    foiirce  of 
n>ifery!" 

*'  It  is  a  very  good  vvifh,"  faid  the 
Marquis,  going  off  to  hi  room  j  "  I  hope 
fmcerely  you  never  may  !'* 


CHAP.  V. 


HEN  the  faniily  were  all  afiembled 
in  tliC  ciravving-rocm,  except  Lord  Lovef- 
dale  and  Mr,  Henry,  Lady  Matilda  afked 
for  the  latter. 

"  I  am  dying  to  fee  that  fine  fellow," 
faid  fhc;  ^'  George  has  written  fo  much  of 
l)im,  I  am  more  than  halt  in  love  already.** 

Juft 
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Jufl:  then  he  made  his  appearance.  Mr, 
Beaumont  introduced  him. 

"  Well/'  whifpered  he  to  Lady  Matilda, 
*'  how  do  you  find  yourfelf?" 

«  Why,  really  not  at  all  well/'  faid  (he, 
laughing.  '^  In  fact,  I  love  him  aimofl  as 
much  as  if  he  were  my  }0unger  brother." 
She  congratulated  him  on  his  fuccefs  in 
his  firfl  efTay  in  the  world. — '^  Ail  the  rela- 
tives of  Mr.  Beaumont,  of  whom  I  am 
one,  are  bound  to  you.  I  wifli  we  had 
known  you  v/ere  in  town;  my  father 
would  have  waited  on  you — we  would  have 
all  joined  to  make  your  time  pafs  piealantly. '' 

He  bowed"  with  much  modelly  and  grace. 

"  Your  LadyQiip  does  me  too  much 
honour." 

Lady  Matilda  was  quite  cliarmcd  with 
him. 

''  Weil, 
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"  Well,  Gertrude,"  faid  this  lively  girl, 
«'  if  ever  I  run  away,  and  play  the  fool, 
it  will  be  with  this  fweet  feilov/;  every 
feature,  every  movement,  fpeak  him  a 
man  of  birth,  honour,  and  virtue. — I  fliall 
be  uneafy  until  I.  find  out  who  he  is; — 
trufb  me,  he  muft  be  defcended  from  no 
common  ftock : — I  am  much  miflaken  if 
he  does  not  rank  with  ourfelves.'' 

''  1  certainly  think  fl),''  faid  Lady 
Middleton,  '•  and  rejoice  that  you  coincide 
with  me  in  opinion; — alTuredly  his  famJl}^, 
when  know^n,  will  do  him  as  much  honour 
as  he  will  do  them.'* 

During   this    converfation,    Henry     was 

making    out    Mademoifelle  M *s    bad 

Englilh. 

o 

"  We  are  in  a  dilemma,'*  faid  Mr. 
Henry;  *'  I  don't  fpeak  French,  and  Made- 
moifelle cannot  fpeak  EngllQi." 

"  Me  teach  you  de  French,  you  teach 
me  de  Engiiili,"  fiid  flie. 

i  «*  It 
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<^  It  will  be  a  dangerous  experiment," 
laid  Lady  Matilda  j  "  they  may  teach  each 
other   more  than  they   now   intend. — You 

had  better,  Mademoifelle  M ,  learn  of 

Mr.  Selvvin." 

"  1  fancy  it  will  be  more  prudent,'*  faid 
Lady  Middleton. 

"  You  may  be  certain  of  it,''  faid  Lady 
Matilda.  - 

Dinner  was  announced,  during  which 
all  feemed  gay,  lively,  and  happy;  even  the 
Marquis  appeared  in  uncommon  (pirirs. 

"  What  do  you  think,  brother,"  faid 
Lady  Matilda;  "  Mr.  Henry  is  engaged 
in  nothing  lefs  than  teaching  Mademoifelle 
M-^ EnglKh,  and  Mademoilelle,  in  re- 
turn, is  to  teach  Mr.  Henry  French." 

"  Take  care,  my  friend,"  faid  the  Mar- 
quis;  "  I  fear  you  v/iil  think  more  of  the 
teacher  than  of  her  lelTons." 

"  It  would  be  impoiTible  to  do  other- 
wife,"  fiid  Mr.  Henry,  colouring. 

«  Poor 
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''  Poor  Henry!'*  laid  Mrs.  Markham; 
'*  his  cheeks  too  often  partake  of  the  colour 
of  his  coat.'* 

**  The  prcfeflion  he  has  made  choice  of," 
faid  Mrs.  Selwin,  '^  I  fear  will  foon  rob 
him  of  his  native  bafhfulnefs." 

''  It  will  never  rob  him,  however,  of  his 
native  worth,"  faid  Mr.  Selwin  ;  "  nor  am 
I  quite  certain  it  will  ha\e  that  effedh  on 
his  modefty." 

"  What  de  you  be  fl^y,  dear  Madam?" 

faid  Mademoifelle  M .     ''  Me  fay  de 

ting  be  n6t  right." 

*'  Pardon  me,"  replied  Mrs.  Selwin,  ''  I 
really  dA  not  hear  what  you  faidj  we  were 
fpeaking  of  Mr.  Henry." 

'^  1  be  do  ver  giad ;  I  was  ticking  you 
be  laugh  at  my  bad  Knglilb." 

"  Thofe  fears  will  foon  be  at  an  end, 
Madam,"  (aid  Mr.  Selv\in;  "  you  learn 
with  great  facility;  you  will  foon  ipeak  with 
the  fluency  of  a  native." 

"  Mon  Dieul"  faid  Qie,  "  dat  will 
not  never  be,  I  tink." 

'^  We 
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"  We  fhould/'  fliid  Lady  Middleton, 
*'  continue  to  i'peak  nothing  but  French, 
tliat  our  iociety  might  prove  more  agree- 
able to  you;  but  we  have  Mr.  Selwin's 
pofitive  injuni5lions  never  to  fpeak  French, 
in  the  hope  that,  though  it  is  unpleafant 
to  you  in  the  beginning,  it  will  prove  fer- 
viceable  to  you  in  the  end." 

**  I  be  de  ver  much  obligee,*'  replied 
this  fweet  girl, 

Mr.  Beaumont  fald,  if  it  was  agreeable 
to  Lady  Middleton,  there  was  nothing  he 
longed  fo  much  for  as  a  water  party  -, — 
Lady  Matilda  is  the  fondeft  creature  in  the 
world  of  it. 

"  Oh  hideous!"  (aid  her  Ladydiip. — 
*'  Have  you  a  mind  to  kill  me  ?'* 

"  Mon  Dieu!''  faid  Mademoilelle  M— ; 
"  'tis  de  baddcft  ting  in  de  world. — I  fuffer 
{o  bad;  it  is  ver  bad  ting;  me  hope  Lady 
Middleton  do  not  tink  make  me  go." 

"  By 
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"  By  no  means,  Mademoifelle^  you  arc 
to  do  jufl  as  you  pleafe/' 

"  Me  be  ver  much  obligee,"  faid  fhe; 
^'  me  won't  go  no  water  den." 

•*  It  is  ten  thcufand  pities,"  faid  Mr. 
Selwin,     "  that    either    Lady  Matilda   or 

Mademoifelle   M fhould  find   them- 

felves  uneafy  in  any  thing  that  occurs;  if 
the  ladies  will  place  themfelves  under  my 
care  to-morrow,  I  think  I  (liall  be  able  to 
put  them  in  a  qiethod  of  never  being  afraid 
on  the  water,  unlefs  in  real  danger." 

''  But,  my  dear  Sir,"  faid  Lady  Matilda, 
"  the  real  danger  miay  come  in  the  moment 
of  apparent  fafety." 

"  Common  life  is  fubjed:,  very  nearly, 
to  as  great  viciiTitudes,"  rejoined  Mr,  Selwin, 
"  Are  we  then  never  to  etijoy  health,  becaufe 
the  next  moment  may  bring  pain?" 

*'  True,"  laid  Lady  Matilda;  "  but 
you  know  neither  the  wiiidb  nur  waves  will 
obey  us." 

''  The  windi  and  waves,  hel'eve  me," 
faid  Mr,  Selwin,  ''are  not  fo  teiTiiic  as  both 

you 
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you  and  this  young  lady  fjem  to  think. 
— A  litde  refolution  and  perfeverance  will 
convince  you  of  the  truth  of  what  I  afiert. 
Put  yourfelves  under  my  care,  and  I  flill 
hold  my  opinion,  that  I  will  not  only  take 
from  you  all  fear,  but  make  you  both  fond 
of  the  water." 

Things  were  fettled  accordingly,  and  a 
water  party  ordered  for  the  next  day. 

''  Henry/'  faid  Lady  Middleton,  "  we 
appoint  you  mafler  of  the  ceremonies;  and 
from  twelve  o'clock  to-morrow^  we  devote 
ourfelves  to  you.'* 

"  I  fliall  endeavour,  my  Lad}',"  faid 
he,  "  to  anfwer  your  expedations." 

They  now  feparated,  and  in  two  hours 
the  rooms  began  to  fill. 

Lady  Middleton  fpent  thofe  two  hours 
alone.  She  had  that  happy  art  of  having 
time    to    herfclf,    though    furrounded   by 

company; 
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company;  and  from  her  management  of 
that  mofh  precious  of  all  things,  which 
hangs  fo  heavy  on  the  hands  ot  numbers, 
3'et  ever  regretted  when  pad,  that  a  large 
poriion  of  every  day  (lie  contrived  to 
devote  to  retirement.  She  daily  converfed 
and  read  with  Mr.  Selu'in;  and  one  in 
every  month  was  fet  apart  for  the  infpec- 
tion  of  her  accounts.  The  moft  minute 
article  in  every  department  oi  expenditure 
was  given  to  M^.  Selwin  the  day  before 
he  prefented  it  to  Lady  Middleton,  which 
fhe  noted  down  herfelf  in  fo  regular  a 
manner,  that  at  one  view  fhe  could  tell 
the  exad  fituation  of  her  affairs.  Her 
economy  was  equal  to  her  charity; — flie 
allowed  no  wafte,  by  which  means  Ihe 
v;ould  fay — "  I  fliall  be  able  to  be  juft  to 
Jill." — A  certain  fum  of  money  (he  fet  afide 
for  relieving  her  tenantry  if  they  met  with 
any  lolTes  from  domeflic  misfortune,  or  a 
bad  feafon. 

"  There  are  many  who  have  every  incli- 
nation 
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nation  to  be  liberal  and  charitable,  but  find 
they  ca.nnot  afford  it  from  the  embarralT.i;eat 
of  tlieir  affiirs :  f :»  neceflarv.  mv  POod  friend,** 
would  fhe  lay  to  Mr.  Sslv/in,  *'  is  regularity 
and  econonny  to  a'l  ranks  of  people/' 

While  the  reft  of  the  family  were  drefling, 
and  preparing  for  the  bad,  Lady  Middleton 
was  fnut  lip  alone,  contemplat'':"'g  the  hap- 
pinefs  llie  enjoy c  !,  retracing  the  terrors  of 
the  pad  dangers,  and  implorirg  the  protec- 
tion of  Him,  who  alone  can  raile  or  deprefs 
us.  '  When  (lie  heard  the  porter  ring  his 
fi:ft  bell,  fhe  arofe,  and  in  that  heavenly 
frame  of  min  J,  that  content  and  a  conici- 
oufnefs  of  doing  right  give  us,  Ihe  waked 
into  the  green-room  of  the  theatre,  in  which 
tea  was  to  be  lerved  that  night.  The 
excellent  comedy  uf  the  School  tor  Scandal 
was  to  be  performed,  and  great  expectations 
were  entertained  of  two  female  periormers 
of  very  great  iheairicai  and  mufical  talents, 
who  had  lately  come  to  fettle  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood or  the  caille. 

It 
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It  may  be  proper  to  obferve,  that  as  the 
theatre  was  in  one  of  the  back  win?i;s  of  the 
caftle,  and  remote  from  all  the  reception 
rooms,  the  green-room  was  originally  laid 
out  for  what  may  more  properly  be  termed  • 
a  drawing-room;  both  its  fize,  finifh,  and 
furniture  were  adapted  for  company.  Here 
then  vafi:  crowds  aflembled ;  for  fifty-four 
beds  were  ordered  to  be  in  readinefs  that 
night  at  the  caftle,  and  the  inn  had  four- 
teen prepared  for  the  accommodation  of  the 
families  who  came  from  too  great  a  diftance 
to  return  to  their  own  refidences. 

The  performers,  \^ho  were  all  gentlemen 
and  ladies  except  two,  w^ere  at  tea  in  a  fmall 
apartment  near  the  green-room.  Three 
Officers,  Vv'ho  were  to  perform  the  parts  of 
Sir  Peter  Teazle,  Jofeph,  and  Charles  Surface, 
w^ere  determined  to  add  all  in  their  power 
to  the  entertainment  of  the  night  ^  and, 
unknown  to  any  of  the  family,  they  appeared 
in  a  fmall  orcheflra,   that  fometimes  ferved 

for 
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for  the  domefllcs  of  the  caille  to  fit  in,  and 
fometimes  for  a  few  muficians. 

The  late  Lord  Mlddleton,  in  all  his 
entertainments,  introduced  mufic  whenever 
it  was  pofTible; — thefe  gentlemen,  in  mafks 
and  dominos,  to  the  infinite  furprife  and 
delight  of  Lady  Mlddleton,  appeared,  and 
fung  fome  excellent  and  ludicrous  catches ; 
and  fo  much  did  they  excel,  that  peals  of 
laughter  and  applaufe  broke  from  every 
individual.  When  they  difappeared,  the 
company  moved  into  the  boxes;  the  pit 
and  gallery  were  occupied  by  all  the  diffv-Tcnt 
domeftics  of  the  caille,  and  of  the  com- 
pany aflembled,  v/ith  the  farmers*  wives  and 
daughters  contiguous.  The  green  boxes 
were  always  fet  apart  for  the  charity  children 
and  their  teachers.  The  whole  number, 
including  the  performers,  made  up  four 
hundred  and  forty  four  perfons.  The  parts 
of  Lady  Teazle  and  Mrs.  Candour  by  the 
two  Mifs  Wilmots,  were  capital,  in  true 
character,  and  not    overdone.      Sir    Peter, 

VOL.   II.  F  Jofeph, 
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Jofepb,  and  Charles  were  To  highly  fup- 
ported,  that  the  author  himfelf  could  not 
have  wifhed  for  more  jufiice  to  his  piece. — 
It  went  off  beyond  the  expedation  of  the 
fevereft  critic. 

Lord  Melville,  in  company  with  Mr. 
Williams,  did  not  arrive  until  after  the 
beginning  of  the  lafl:  ad,  from  their  car- 
riage having  broke  down  fix  miles  from 
Earfley,  the  feat  of  Mr.  Williams,  and  their 
being  obliged  to  fend  back  for  another. 

As  foon  as  the  play  was  over,  Mr.  WilHams 
brought  his  Loidfhip  into  Lady  Mi'Jdleton's 
box,  and  introduced  him  to  the  whole  family. 
None  but  Lord  Lovefdale  had  ever  feen  him 
before ;  he  was  the  gentleman  his  Lordfliip 
had  mentioned  to  his  filler  that  m.orning. 
They  feemed  much  pleafed  with  him ;  he 
w^as  very  young,  and  handfome. 

^"  My  eyes,"    faid   he,   adireinng  Lady 
Middleton,    "  are  but  newly  opened  3  they 

have 
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have  never  given  me  pleafure  before,  aad 
when  I  quit  your  prefence,  they  ought  to 
be  clofed  for  ever;  for  fure,  after  what  they 
now  behold,  they  can  never  be  gratified 
again." 

"  I  (hall  endeavour  then  to  do  you  all 
the  good  in  my  power,'*  faid  Lady  Middle- 
ton,  gaily,  "  by  introducing  a  friend  of  mine 
to  you  before  you  inflict  fuch  a  punifh- 
ment  on  yourfelf;  if  you  hold  the  refo- 
lution  to  be  blind  the  reft  of  your  life,  I 
fhall  then  have  done  all  that  hofpitality 
and  good   wifhes  demand." 

"  She  mud  be  matchlefs  indeed,"  faid 
his  Lordlhip,  ''  if  (lie  can  make  me  change." 

Lady  Matilda  juH:  then  entered  the  box, 
followed  by  Mr.  Henry. 

"  Here  is  my  fur  friend,  my  Lord;  let 
me  prefent  you  to  Lady  Matilda  Summers. 
— Matilda,  my  love,  this  is  Lord  Melville, 
who,  I  am  forry  to  fay,  is  in  danger  of 
Icfmg  his  eyes ;  he  talks  of  a  total  blindnefs." 
F  2  «  The 
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''  The  air  of  Ankerwick/'  faid  Mrs. 
Markham,  *'  is  thought  to  be  fovereign 
for  the  eyes.'* 

*«  Is  it  not  fuppofed  too  dazzlin^^?*'  faid 
his  Lordfhip;  "  To  many  brigr^t  ftars  not 
only  affed  the  eyes,  but  tlie  heart/' 

"  Alas!"    fai''    Mrs.    Markham,    ««  you 
talk  of  two  complaints;  I  fear  we  (hail  never 
cure   )0Q   of  fuch  a   complication  of  dif-- 
orders.'* 

"  I  fear,"  faid  he,  ''  it  is  not  in  the 
power  of  medicine  to  cure  the  difeafe  I 
have  imbibed  this  night." 

They  moved  into  the  green-room,  where 
all  forts  of  refrelhments  were  ferved ;  and 
while  the  company  walked  about,  the  moft 
dehghtful  founds,  not  too  loud  to  difiurb 
converfation,  and  jaft  audible  enough  to 
raife  the  foul,  were  heard  from  the  band, 
fhut  out  by  a  diflance  that  made  it  ravifh- 
ingly  haniionious. 

Lady  Mary  Montreville,  who  was  one 
of  thole   talkative,   infipid  charaders   that 

think 
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think  family  and  great  riches  entitle  the 
pc  fifelTor  to  admiration  and  refpedl  without 
either  talents,  good  fenfe,  or  urbanity  of 
manners,  came  up  to  Lady  Middleton  with 
all  the  unmeaning  giggle  of  a  girl  of  fifteen. 

**  Indeed,'*  faid  fhe,  "  your  Ladyllnp 
is  quite  ravifhing;  we  come  here  but  to 
admire." 

"  Do  you  allow  that,  Lady  Maryr"  faid 
Lord  Melville. 

"  Why,  to  be  fare  I  do,"  faid  Hic ; 
"  niLft  not  every  body  admire  the  happy 
arrangements  always  made  by  her  Ladyfhip? 
— The  amufements  of  Ankerwick  Caftle  are 
fo  varied,  one  never  tires;  we  are  always 
lure  of  finding  fomethiiig  new;  they  mud 
be  hard  to  be  pleafed  indeed,  who  are  not 
fo  here." 

''  T^.cn,"  faid  Lord  iMelville,  ''  1  fhould 
ftropgly  recomn^end  it  to  you  to  come  here 
as  often  as  you  can,  for  I  never  hdd  the 
honour  of  hearing  you  fay  you  were  pleafed 
before." 

F  3  His 
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His  Lordfhip  turned  round,  and  joined 
another  parly. 

''  That  is  the  mod  intolerable  young 
man  about  town/'  faid  Lady  Mary;  "  I 
protcfl  he  gets  quite  rude;  I  wiOi  he  would 
go  abroad  again,  for  really  he  is  quite  lliock- 
in'3-.*' 

"  What,"  faid  Lord  Lovefdale,  who  came 
up  at  the  beginning  of  this  fpeech,  "  do 
you  find  fault  with  the  handfome,  witty, 
gay  Lord  Melville  ?  He  is  the  reigning 
favourite  of  the  town; — how  can  you  be  fo 
old-fafliioned?'' 

"  Old  or  new-fafhioned,'*  faid  her  Lady- 
(hip,  "  I  think  him  quite  infuiTerable.'* 

*'  Come,  Pvlclhfli,"  faid  the  Marquis, 
"  come  here  and  learn  Lady  Mary  Mon- 
trevi!le's  opinion  of  poor  Melville." 

"  Let  us  not  talk,"  laid  flae,  ''  any 
more  about  him.;  I  am  quite  fick  of  his 
name." 

,"  h   is  a  name,"  faid  General  MelliOi, 
'*  that  never  fickened  the  ear  of  a  female 

before ; 
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before ;  both  men  and  women  feem  to  allow 
him  great  merit. — What  is  your  opinion  of 
him,  Lady  Middleton?** 

Here  Lady  Matilda  and  a  large  party 
joined  her,  to  her  great  relief;  for  Lady 
Mary  was  grown  quite  tirefome.  The  com- 
pany adjourned  into  the  ball-room.  Mr. 
Beaumont  and  Lady  Middleton,  Lord  Mel- 
ville  and   Lady   Matilda,   Lord   Lovefdale 

and  Mademoifelle  M ,  Mr.  Henry  and 

the  Honourable  Mifs  Clarges — thefe  were 
all  alTorted,  and   not  to  be   rivalled  in   the 

room.     Mademoifelle  M Ibone  in  the 

dance  5  (he  had  all  the  eafe  and  vivacity  of 
her  country,  with  all  the  modefty  and 
purity  fo  natural  at  her  age. 

*'  Do  you  think  this  lively  French 
woman,"  afked  Mr.  Beaumont,  "  worthy 
of  my  friend  ?" 

"  Would  to  God,"  faid  Lady  Middle- 
ton,  '*  the   Marqui.  thougat  of  her!" 

"She  ib  charming — is  Ihc  not?"  laid  he; 
F  4  "1  am 
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"  I  am  half  in  love  with  her  myfelf;  I 
never  faw,  except  one  or  two,  any  woman 
dance  half  fo  well  ^ — iLall  we  after  this,  dance 
cotilhons?" 

"  Yes/'  faid  Lady  Middleton,  ««  if  you 
prefer  them. — I  fancy  they  will  be  as  well 
rec-eived  as  country  dances." 

*^  I  know,"  faid  he,  "  your  Ladyfliip 
likes  them/* 

"   Better,  infinitely,"  (he  replied. 

^'  And  that  was  my  reafon  for  propofing 
them,"  faid  he.  "  Melville  told  me  you 
were  teazed  to  death  by  that  frightful  old 
cat  Lady  Mary  Montreville,  and  I  fent  Lady 
Matilda  to  reheve  you." 

.She  fmiled,  and  thanked  him. 

"  There  feems  to  be  open  war  declared 
between  her  and  Lord  Melville;  I  thought 
ihe  would  have  boxed  him." 

"  She  isjuft  that  fort  of  charade r,"  faid 
Mr.  Beaumont,  *^  that  every  body  feems 
privileged  to  be  rude  to;  fhe  is  haughty, 

ill-natured. 
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ill-natured,  vindiclive,  and  malicious ,  fhe 
has  the  wealth  of  an  emperor,  and  the  foul 
of  a  mifer;  her  nephew,  one  of  the  fined 
fellows  in  England,  is  a  great  friend  of  Lord 
Melville's ; — he  is  her  heir  at  law,  and  do 
you  know  hi,  income  is  but  three  hundred 
pounds  per  annum,  and  this  woman,  with 
more  money  t  mn  fhe  knows  what  to  do 
with,  never  gives  him  a  guinea — fne  told 
him,  feme  tim.e  ago,  not  to  expert  one 
from  her  during  her  life. — It  is  her  treat- 
ment of  this  young  man  that  makes  Lord 
Melville  doubly  dcteil  her. — Fortunately 
file  has  been  attadied  to  an  Oilicer  in  the 
Guards,  who  jilted  her,  and  married  a 
beautiful  young  woman,  with  whom  he  lives 
very  happy;  and'fl-ie  has  made  a  refolution 
never  to  marrv,  which  fhe  i3  too  reii2.ious 
to  break; — fo  that  Montreville,  if  he  has 
the  good  fortune  to  outlive  her,  mufb  in 
the  end  poiTels  her  great  eftates,  with,  I 
fuppofe,  at  lead  one  hundred  thoufand 
pounds;  iox  flie  does  not,  I  have  been 
F  5  aflured. 
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aflured,  fpend  one  thoufand  pounds       year, 
though  (he  is  in  the  receipt  of  eight." 

Lord  Lovefdale  came  up  to  them. 

<<  Do  you  know,"  faid  he,  '•  I  have  a 
very  great  notion  that  Matilda's  heart  is 
foftened  at  laft.     Melville  is  the  man." 

"^  We  could  wifli  nothing  better  for  her,*' 
faid  Mr.  Beaumont. — "  Lady  Middleton 
wiflies  to  dance  cotillions;  will  you  propofe 
them,  and  make  your  party  ? — Speak  to 
Lord  Melville  and  Mr.  Henry." 

The  fets  were  foon  formed  ;  and  fo  much 
pleafed  were  the  company  with  this  arrange- 
ment, that  they  danced  till  one  o'clock, 
when  they  adjourned  to  fupper,  which  was 
prepared  in  the  great  hall,  as  was  always  the 
cafe  when  the  company  was  fb  numerous. 
The  repaft  was  moft  fu  v.ptuous;  the  tables 
were  in  the  higheft  ftyle  of  ornament ;  the 
room  was  hung  with  coloured  lamps  in  ele- 
gant devices;  and  as  the  company  entered, they 

were 
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were  delighted  with  lounds  or  the  fjfrt^ft 
mufic,  which  Teemed  to  proceed  fro<a  auove. 

"  Well,"  faid  Lady  Mary   iVIontrevi:;e 

to    the  .old    Ducheis   of  C •,    "  La'-y 

Middletoh's  revenues  muil  be  iincnerife  to 
admit  of  all  this,  grandeur. — I  think  (he 
exceeds  her  father,  the  late  Lord,  wh:)  was 
fo  remarkable  t'br  fplendour." 

,  "  And  yet,"  laid  her  G'-ace,  "  the 
Duchefs  of  Devon  alfared  me,  f  .'me  time 
ago,  there  has  been  a  favmg  oi  thirty-thiee 
thoufand  pounds  (ince  this  furpr  ling  youig 
woman  came  in  poffeiii. n  of  the  ella^es, 
without  the  lead  diminution  of  anv  o.iC 
article  of  eX',enditare. — The  Dake  of 
Devon  you  kno\v  is  her  guardian,  of  courie 
the  Duchefs  mufl;  know." 

"  Unqueftionably,"  replied  Lady  ATary  ; 
*'  and  yet  it  is  inexplicable  to  me." 

.  "   It   is  very  ealily  accounrevl    for,"    laid. 

the  good  old  lady ;  *'   Ihe  admits  no  waile 

either  in  .  her  expences,  or  on  her  eltates ; 

her  domefdcs  are  faith. u.  3  Ihc  takes  ^,.^4 

F  6  hcnclf 
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herfelf  the  care  of  their  fortunes  ^  they 
are  all  fure  of  enjoying  under  her  com- 
forts for  their  old  age,  and  they  neither 
have  the  inclination  nor  abihty  to  make  for- 
tunes for  themfelves  by  fraud  and  impofi- 
tion. — The  confufion  that  half  our  Nobility 
and  gentry  fuffer  their  affairs  to  get  into, 
is  the  caufe  of  that  ruin  we  fee  every  day 
in  the  greatefh  eftates  of  this  kingdom  ^  they 
leave  every  thing  to  their  domeftics,  who> 
v^hen  they  find  themfelves  unreilrained,  give 
as  great  a  loofe  to  difiipation  and  extra- 
vagance as  their  Lords  and  mailers,  and  in 
general  never  flop  until  the  one  is  ruined, 
and  the  other  difgraced." 

"  Yes,  yes,''  faid  Lady  Mary,  *'  fervants 
are  the  deflrudion  of  ail  fortunes." 

"  Pardon  me,"  rejoined  the  Duchefs, 
**  Lady  Middleton  does  not  find  it  fo,  I 
have  not  found  it  fo  myfelf.  I  could  men- 
tion feveral  families  very  happy  in  their 
domeflics.  The  fault  hes,  I  believe,  in 
cuifelves.  A  prudent,  regular,  proper 
management  will  al\va3^s  prevent  the  evil. 

Worth 
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Worth  and  integrity  are  to  be  found  in 
that  clafs  as  well  as  in  any  other/' 

"  I  have,  however,  never  found  one  to 
be  depended  on,"  faid  Lady  Mary ;  ''  they 
are  the  greateft  trouble  of  life  j  J  am  always 
changing,  and  do  not  find  I  am  at  all  the 
better." 

"  That  is  preclfely  the  reafon,"  refuined 
the  Duchefs.  ''  A  certain  liberality  and 
attention  to  their  prefent  comfort  and  future 
eftablilhment,  will  generally,  if  not  always, 
procure  you  that  fatisfadbion  in  your  family 
I  have  fo  often  heard  you  complain  that 
you  never  enjoy.  The  line  muft  be  drawn 
with  judgment  between  each  party  ;  thofe 
who  do  no  good  offices  to  their  fellow- crea- 
tures, can  cxped  to  receive  none  in  return  ; 
— there  are  reciprocal  duties  which,  if  we  do 
not  attend  to,  our  lives  are  not,  fpcnt  with 
that  ufe  to  the  community,  or  that  pleafure 
to  ourfelves,  which,  from  our  rank,  fortune, 
and  fitLation,  we  feem  to  be  ailured  of  at 
the  outfet  of  life  :  but  fome  people  have 
the  happy  art,  without  fortune,  to  do  more 

good. 
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good,  and  gain  more  friends  than  others  who 

poiTjfs  great  wealth/' 

It  is  thought  that  the  amiable  Duchefs 
alluded  to  Mr.  Montreviilc,  and  Lady 
Mar)''3  conduct  towards  him;  w4io  wifhing 
to  change  the  converfation,  from  a  confci- 
oufnefs  of  its  having  her  for  its  objed,  ob- 
ferved,  with  a  great  fnare  of  ill-temper,  that 
there  was  one  thino;  (l-ie  did  iked  in  all  the 
entertainments  at  Ankerwick — there  was 
always  too  much  mufic  introduced. 

"  It  never  obtrudes,  I  think,"  faid  the 
Duchefs ;  "■"  for  it   is  fo  happily  conducted 
as  to  charm  without  incommoding/' 
-  "  I  think  it  is  very  tiiefome,"  faid  Lady 
Mary. 

'^  Why  fo  ?"  ailied  the  Duchefs. 

"  Becaufe— becaufe  1  don't  like  it." 

*'  That    is    very    explanatory,    indeed," 

.returned  the   Duchefs,  who,  quite  fick  of 

the  perfon  chance  had  placed  at  her  fide 

during  fupper,   flie  add  re  (Ted  Mr.  Clarges, 

5  from 
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from  whom  ilie  expeded  more  entertain- 
ment. 

"  What  in  nature,"  faid  he,  ''  could 
have  induced  your  Grace  to  enter  into  con- 
verfation  with  that  moil  intolerable  Lad}'' 
Mary  Montreville; — ihe  is,  beyond  mcafure, 
loquacious  without  the  leaO:  talent  for  con- 
verfation;  illiberal  in  her  fentiments,  illite- 
rate, and  weak,  (he  can  utter  nothing  to 
inform  or  entertain." 

"  You  are  too  fevere,"  faid  the  Duchefs, 
*'  on  poor  Lady  Mary  ;  Ihe  is  not  quite  fo 
difagreeabie  as  you  reprelent  her." 

"  I  this  moment,"  faid  he,  '^  obferved 
to  General  Meliiih,  who  diflikes  her  as 
much  as  the  red  of  the  world  do,  that  dame 
Fortune  never  placed  two  more  oppofite 
characters  fide  by  fide  at  a  pleaiant  party,- 
than  in  feating  her  by  your  Giace. — I  have 
had  the  greatefh  pity  for  you,  and  made 
two  efforts  to  relieve  you  by  putting  a 
gentleman  on  each  fide  of  her;  for  though 
there  were  appointed  two  ladies   to  every 

gentleman^ 
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gentleman,  I  would  have  taken  upon  me 
Lady  Middieton's  difpleafure,  and  infringed 
the  rule  of  the  night,  in  compafiion  to  your 
Grace." 

"  Ten  thoufand  thanks  for  your  kind 
intentions;  but  I  have  *^o  much  pleafure  in 
contemplating  that  charmJng  young  woman. 
Lady  Middkton,  that  nothing  can  make 
me  unpleafant  when  I  am  fo  near  her.'* 

Lady  Middleton  looked  at  the  Duchefs, 
to  lay — ''  1  fear  thofe  late  liours  will  be 
too  much  for  you;"  and  inflantiy  feveral 
around  her  Lady(l:iip  rofe  with  her,  and 
the  company  began  to  dilpeife. — She  moved 
towards  the  Duchefs. 

<i  We  have  been  remarkably  late  to-night ; 
I  hope  your  Grace  will  not  fuffer." 

'^  My  dear  Lady  Middleton,"  replied 
the  Duchefs,  taking  her  hand,  and  prefTing 
it,  "  does  the  care  of  an  old  woman  engage 
you  in  the  midil  of  this  gay  fcene  ? — Happy 
Beaumont!'*  lowering  her  voice;   ''  thy  lot 

is 
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is  indeed  to  be  envied  by   every  man  in 
England  !'* 

Lady  Middleton  blufhed. 

"  Good  night,  my  fweet  young  friend  !*' 
faid  her  Grace;  <«  may  you  be  as  happy 
as  T  have  always  wiflied  you  !"  So  putting 
her  hand  under  Mr.  Henry's  arm,  he  led 
her  to  her  coach. 

''  And  pray,"  faid  fhe,  as  fhe  quitted 
the  houfe,  "  at  what  hour  does  the  regatta 
begin  to>morrow  ? — I  find  you  are  to  be 
mailer  of  the  ceremonies." 

"  Lady  Middleton  mentioned  twelve  for 
the  hour,  as  fhe  foreiaw  we  fliould  be  rakes 
to-night." 

"  Good  night  !"  faid  the  Duchefs;  "  I 
hope  you  will  let  me  fee  you  the  day  after  ^ 
I  fhall  long  to  hear  all  about  it." 

By  the  time  Mr.  Henry  had  returned  to 

the 
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the  hall,  every  body  had  quitted  it  but  one 
gentleman,  whom  he  went  up  to,  and  who 
proved  to  be  Lord  Melville,  with  his  head  on 
his  arms,  in  the  poflure  of  fleep.  As  he  was 
turning  away,  undetermined  what  to  do, 
hisLordihip  haftily  rofe  as  if  from  a  dream, 
and  feeing  Mr.  Henr}-,  he  ftarted. 

"  Have  you  been    afleep,  my   Lord  ?'* 
"  Yes — no ;  upon  my  foul  I  cannot  tell, 

but  it  is  time,  is  it  not  ?'* 

"  I  think  fo,'*  faid  Mr.  Henry,  leading 

him  out. 

His  gentleman  was  in  waiting,  and  they 
parted — Mr.  Henry  to  lleep,  his  LordQiip 
to  think. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.  VI. 


JL  HE  next  day  was  ufhered  In  by  French- 
horns,  hautboys,  and  clarionets  in  the  great 
court   of  the   Caftle,  with  two  trumpeters, 
mounted  on  beautifully  caparifoned  horfes, 
preceded   by  an  herald,   proclaiming — "  If 
any   Knight  dares   to  dilpute  the  palm   of 
beauty,  let  him  come  forth,  and  learn  from 
the  dauntlefs   arm   of  the   Knight  of    the 
Rofe,    that   none  can  equal    the  m:.tchlefs 
Princefs  that   enchains  him  in  the  bonds  of 
love/* 

At  that  moment  two  elegant  fi^^ures,  in 
complete  armour,  mounted  on  fully  capa- 
rifoned  courfers,    rode   into   the  lifts,   and 

rufliing 
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ruihing  on  each  other,  began  the  fight. 
Strength,  fkill,  and  agUity  were  fhewn  in 
every  attack  and  parry  of  the  well-direded 
fabre ;  luch,  and  To  admiiable  was  the  addrefs 
with  which  the  afTault  and  defence  were  con- 
ducted, that  the  fpedtators  gave  the  loudeft 
marks  of  applaufe.  /\t  length  the  Knight 
of  the  Rofe  unhorfed  the  Knight  of  the 
Vifor,  and  the  trophies  of  the  conqueror  were 
laid  at  the  fett  of  Lady  Middleton,  when, 
bending  on  one  knee,  the  Knight  of  the 
Rofe  ruifed  his  beaver,  and  the  beautiful 
face  of  Beaumont  prefented  itfclf  to  the 
view  of  the  lovely  Gertrude. 

"  Matchiefs  PrincefsT*  he  cried,  in  all 
the  chivalric  a6lion  and  tone,  "  deign  to 
behold  }our  flave,  and  from  the  refplen- 
dent  radiance  of  your  eye,  fire  his  loul  with 
emulation,  to  lay  at  his  feet  fuch  hardy, 
daring  Knights  as  proudly  brave  his  uner- 
ring arm,  and  dare  to  diipute  that  Dulcinea 
del  Ankerwick  outQiines  all  other  FrincelTes 

as 
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as  much  as  Don  Quixotte  ail  othc:r  Dons 
anci  Knights  that  ever  fhook  a  lancei'* 

The  fliouts  of  pleafure  and  gaiety,  the 
loud  laugh,  and  dnimat  d  deii^ht  fli^wed 
that  this  httle  b  agate  tie  was  very  much  re- 
liflied,  and  was  a  pleafant  prelude  to  the 
enter:  ainment  of  the  day.  They  defcended, 
in  the  higheil  ipirits  and  mirth,  to  the  hike, 
where  they  were  ag^reeably  iurprifed  with 
five  twelve  oared  barges,  tantafticsHy  and. 
elegantly  decorated ;  the  rowers  drelie:!  in 
white  and  black  velvet  caps,  v\hich  had  the 
lightefi  and  moft  charming  effect. 

On  the  appearance  of  tlie  company,  a 
trumpet  founded  the  (ignai  for  the  race  to 
begin.  All  the  boats  darted  at  the  fame 
moment  J  they  defcribed  a  circle  ot  two 
miles  and  an  half,  in  full  view  ot  the 
numerous  fpedators.  The  gentlem.en  had 
large  bets  depending,  which  were  fettled 
early   that  mornings   and    every    face   was 

delighted 
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delighted   and  tranfported  with   the  lively 
Icene. 


**  Now/*    faid    Mr.    Selwin,   addreffing 

Lady  Matilda,  and  Mademoifeile  M , 

^^  would  you  find  any  relucVance  to  be  in 
one  of  thefe  pretty  boats  that  cut  through 
the  water  with  fuch  velocity?  Frequent 
fcenes  of  this  kind  would  remove  the  pre- 
judice you  have  conceived." 

^'  It  is  beautiful,  I  admit,  to  look  at,'* 
replied  her  Ladyfliip,  "  but  I  fear  you 
will  not  be  able  to  make  me  a  profelyte  to 
your  opinion — that  1  (hall  become  fond  of 
that  uncertain  element.'* 

"  1  have  too  high  an  idea  of  your  Lady- 
fiiip's  underflanding  to  fuppofe  you  can 
thus  be  a  Have  to  habit.  Truu:  me,  your 
fear  exifts  in  prejudice;  furely  argument 
and  convi^iioQ  muft  remove  it.— Lady 
Matilda  and  my  charming  pupil  here,  I 
know  are  charaders  above  affectation;  they 
fhould  be  fl'ee  from  all  fooluli  apprehen- 
fioii.'* 

The 
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The  boats  now  all  arrived,  and  a  barge 
Lady  Middleton  had  given  Mr.  Henry,  as 
his  ov/n,  won  the  prize. 

The  company  then  embarked  in  four 
barges,  elegantly  decorated ;  all  was  light 
green  and  white,  with  which  colours  the 
drefs  of  the  rowers  correfponded.  As  they 
moved  off  along  the  (hore,  the  feathered 
oars  feemed  to  keep  time  Vvith  the  foftefl 
muiic.  The  calmnefs  of  the  day  and  fliil- 
nefs  of  the  v;aters  made  the  fldlful  rowers 
exert  their  ftrength,  and  quickly  gain  the 
oppofite  fliore.  Then  the  applaufe  and 
eager  acclamations  of  the  crowd  they  left 
behind,  which  the  fame  of  the  entertain- 
ment had  gathered  from  all  the  neigh- 
bouring villages,  re  founded.  The  imme- 
diate fucceflion  of  loud  and  martial  mufic, 
anfwered  to  the  echoes  of  the  hills  that  fur- 
rounded. —  The  fun  now  (hot  too  powerful 
a  heat  to  be  fuflained  in  the  middle  of  the 
lake  ;  the  fteady  pilots,  therefore,  direcfled 
their  courfe  along    the    woody   (hore,  and 

found 
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found  a  fhelter  from  his  buring  rays,  when 
a  gentle  weftern  breeze  fprung  up  to  refrelli 
the  hardy  rowers.  A  flag,  the  ftouteft  and 
Jieeteft  of  the  herd,  bounded  along  tl;e 
diflant  plain,  and,  rufhing  from  the  hot 
purfuit  of  vigorous  hounds,  he  headlong 
drives  his  courfe;  then  up  the  fummit  of 
the  higheft  hill  he  mounts ; — the  dogs,  deep- 
toned,  purfue,  and  quickly  down  into  the 
thickefl  fhades  he  bends  his  rapid  way;  now 
along  the  woody  verges  of  the  beauteous 
lake  he  fcours,  and  leaves  the  joyous  pack 
not  far  behind.  The  mufic  flops;  no  found 
is  heard  but  the  hunter's  cry;  tlje  deep, 
the  fharp,  the  eager  note  of  each  high- 
favoured  dog  refounds,  and  echoing  true 
from  hill  to  hill,  reverberates  and  dwells 
upon  the  ear.  The  huntiman  now  calls  off 
the  dogs,  and  leaves  the  wearied,  frightened 
flag,  who  looks  behind,  and  pants,  and  fears 
to  Hop;  he  almoft  thinks  his  danger  pad, 
yet  loth  to  tmlt,  he  trots  along  with 
Slackened  pace  ; — at  length  exhaufted,  down 
beneath  a  Iprcading  oak  he  reds. 

The 
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The  barges  now  ikini  alorg  the  glalf}^ 
furface,  and  by  imperceptible  degrees  the 
mind  is  led  to  ferious  thouohts  bv  folem:i 
founds  from  a  diftant  boat,  in  which  the 
band  was  placed,  when,  turning  round  the 
Jafl  projeccion  of  this  fairy  fcene,  the  ready 
watermen  bend  upon  their  oars,  and  quick 
as  lightning  change  the  fcene.  Tlie  fecond 
lake,  in  all  tlie  niajei'ly  of  f^litary  nature, 
now  appears  j  the  water?,  by  a  blrxkidi 
hue,  feem  to  partake  of  the  gloorn  around; 
the  fun  appears  eciipfed  by  twt  high-tower- 
ing mountains,  clca:hed  with  de\rk  and 
flately  pices,  io  thick  or  foliage  as  not  to 
admit  a  ray  of  Sol's  refplendent  bcaa;s ; — tlie 
founds  of  favage  mufic  iifuing  from  a 
cavern,  the  war-v;hc3p,  a:,d  an  angry  lion's 
roar,  far  in  the  moil  difl.mt  wild?,  give  the 
idea  of  an  Indian  fcene. — Deep  in  the 
woods  again  the  war-whoop  is  heard,  and 
now  the  m.nrtial  druxs  beat  ui";  to  arms; 
a  fcattered  firing,  as  if  irom  difrcrent  nanies 
fkirmiilnng,  2.  feu-de-joic^  and  then  a  heavy 
cannonading  com^s  on,  that  is  echoed  and 

VOL.  II.  G  re-echoed 
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re-echoed  back,  then  feems  to  flop,  and 
now.  begins  again,  then  faintly  dies  away. — 
Loud  fh on ts  of  vi6tory  reach  the  gladdened 
car,  the  trumpet's  fonorous  notes  proclaim 
the  great  defeat ;  and  Mr.  Henry  appeared 
ciad  in  armour,  and  mounted  on  a  fiery 
courfer,  v/hen,  pulling  off  his  beaver,  he 
waved  it  in  the  air,  and  gave  three  huzza^;, 
which  were  anfwered  by  ail  the  barges.. — 
Then  the  band,  in  loudeft  notes,  played  the 
*'  Conquering  Hero,"  when,  in  a  moment, 
the  little  airy  fleet  runs  through  a  narrow 
ftraight,  and  launches  into  a  plain  of  fpark- 
ling  waters;  they  onward  move  a  little  way, 
and  view  with  wonder  and  delight  the  dif- 
ferent objefts  that  now  prefent  themielves. 
The  grand  and  foblime  are  left  behind,  and 
Nature,  in  her  fweetefl  drefs,  appears  ^  the 
cultivated  hills  and  verdant  meads,  covered 
with  herds  and  flocks,  relieve  the  eye ; 
the  pretty  cottage,  and  the  barking  dog, 
the  cackling  geefe,  as  one  by  one  rhey  follow 
to  their  home  their  proud  and  ftately  leader, 
lland  waiting  at  the  barn-door  for  food. — 

The 
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The  peafants  all,  in  hono'jr  of  the  day,  are 
gaily  dreiied;  their  corn-fields  fland  neg- 
levied,  fome  half  cut  down,  the  ether  half 
tempting,  wiih  their  rich  produce,  the 
reaper's   hand. 

As  the  barges  glide  along;,  groups  of 
happy  villagers  are  feen,  iome  dancii:g  to  the 
notes  of  ruftic  mufic,  each  happy  {\vain  with 
his  favourite  fair  ^  they  leav^e  their  iports, 
and,  with  the  voice  of  thanktuinels  and  joy, 
hail  with  grateful  (houts  the  fafety  of  their 
future  Lord.  Large  drafts  bf  potent  ale 
add  ftrengtii  and  fpirits  to  the  hardy  race, 
and  as  the  boats  pafs  off,  the  dance  and 
jocund  fports  go  on. — Along  the  banks  the 
neighing  horfe  and  friflcy  heifer  run,  frighted 
by  the  noife;  and  thus  this  feilive  fcer^e,  fo 
fweet  to  man,  drives  from  their  paftures  the 
timid  flocks  of  white  and  Heecy  fiieep. 

Now  they  approach  the  end  of  the  third 

nd  laft  lake,  and  land  at  the  foot  of  a  grand 

j:avilion,  covered  high  in  tufted  trees.     As 

they  afcend  the  ftcps  of  the  building,  they 

G  2  hear 
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hear  a  trumpet  found  ; — they  enter  a  large 
snd  fpacious  room,  elegantly  decorated,  with 
the  front  qu'te  open,  and  lliaded  by  a  Clii- 
Eefe  awning,  from  which  they  take  in  a 
view  of  the  whole  lake;  a  fecond  trumpet 
founds,  and  four  fx-oared  barges  appear 
juft  under  the  pavilion;  thefe  are  manned 
by  the  charity  boys,  dreffed  in  pale  blue 
jackets  and  white  ccps,  with  wreatlis  of 
oak  leaves  ;  they  ftand  up,  each  with  his 
car  raifed  fhraio-bt  in  the  air,  dnd  with  eao-er 
look  and  anxious  hope  they  impatiently 
wait.  The  third  and  lad  trumpet  founds 
the  fignal  to  begin.  With  throbbing  hearts, 
and  arms  flretched  out  on  their  oars,  at  the 
fame  moment  they  all  flart.  The  fnouts 
of  applaufe  that  break  from  the  numerous 
crowds,  animate  the  lads,  and  each  vies 
v/ith  the  other;  hope  fits  on  every  flice,  and, 
to  the  infinite  delight  of  the  company  in 
the  pavilion,  they  almofl:  keep  together. — 
It  was  exactly  two  miles  from  the  place 
they  ftarted,  to  the  goal;  all  along  the  fhore 
were  crowds,  whofe  voices  reached  the  fkies. 

Now 
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Now  the  fouls  of  the  youths  were  in  • 
flamed  with  emulation  as  they  rowed  up  to 
the  pavilion  ;  and  fo  equally  were  their 
fhrength  and  agility  exerted,  it  was  impof- 
fible  to  decide  which  was  vidtorious,  for 
they  came  up  abreaft.  There  were  four 
equal  prizes  awarded,  and  the  thanks  of 
Lady  Middieton  fent  with  them,  which 
feemed  to  give  more  pleafure  thaa  her 
Ladyihip's  liberal  donations.  There  was  a 
fumptuous  dinner  ferved  in  the  pavihon, 
and  at  eight  o'clock  the  company  got  into 
carriage?,  and  returned  to  the  caitle. 


G  q  CHAP; 
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CHAP.    VII. 

A  HE  ladies  changed  their  drelies,  and 
^out  nine  o'clock  they  all  alfembled,  with 
ndded  numberSj  in  the  ball-room.  The 
converfation  turned  on  the  pleafures  of, the 
day ; — the  happy  arrangements  --made  by 
Mr.  Henry,  were  univerfally  approved; 
nothing  could  be  more  charming  than  the 
found  of  the  hunter's  horns  in  the  woods, 
the  beauty  of  the  ftag  flying  before  the 
hounds  in  full  view  of  the  company  in 
'the  boats;  the  echo  of  the  deep-toned 
hound  delighted  ail;  and  then  the  grand 
effect  of  t'ne  different  founds  reverberating 
round  and  round  thofe  vafl:  and  thickly 
cloathed  hills,  the  roar  of  the  lion  fo  well 

imitated, 
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imitated,  the  war-whoop  foexadt,  the  happy- 
coincidence  of  unexpected  circumftances, 
the  clalhing  of  fvvords,  firing  in  different  and 
diftant  parts  of  the  woods,  the  v/onderful 
grandeur  of  the  cannonade,  which  was  To 
judicioufly 'placed  in  a  particular  fpot,  famed 
for  the  extraordinary  echo;  the  loud  and 
joyous  fhouts  of  vidory;  and,  lafiily,  the 
appearance  of  Mr.  Henry  and  his  horfe,  fo 
truly  charaderiftic,  in  a  fpot  that  feemed 
the  only  one  on  that  nde  the  lake  that 
was  fufficiently  cleared  from  wood  to  admit 
a  horfej  and  when  the  eye  wandered  over 
iliQ  vait  mountains  that  feemed  impene- 
trable, the  imagination  was  worked  up  at 
the  fight  ot  fuch  a  phcenomenon  as  appeared 
en  the  inilant  of  the  clamorous  flioutings, 
fuch  as  they  could  fcarcely  believe  real. 

There  was  that  in  the  manner,  voice, 
and  fpirit  of  the  young  warrior,  on  his  ap- 
pearance at  the  little  opening  of  the  creek, 
that  brought  to  the  mind  a  natural  pic- 
ture of  a  conquering  Chief  in  the  moment 
04  of 
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of  viclory.  The  fpot  too  on  which  he 
Hood  Oil  his  beautiful  ar.d  richly  caparifoned 
ccurfer,  whofe  open  noftrils  and  fiery  eyes 
flill  kept  in  mind  the  idea  of  a  battle,  ap- 
peared in  perfpective  from  the  flation  of 
the  httle  fleet,  the  effect  of  which,  to  a 
painter,  is  eafily  imagined. 

General  Meliifn,  who  had  been  on  foreign 
fervice  many  years,  paid  Mr.  Henry  fome 
well-turned  compliments  on  his  happily 
imagined  and  v/ell-executed  military  ex- 
ploits ;  and  concluded  hy  faying  he  never 
received  fuch  pleafure  from  an  entertainment 
in  his  life.  He  faid  alfo,  that  he  had  been 
at  the  celebrated  Kiilarney  lakes,  in  Ireland, 
fuppofed  to  be  fuperior  to  any  thing  of  the 
kind,  and  uncommonly  remarkable  for  the 
fiupendous  mountains  that  tower  above  the 
lakes,  whofe  echoes  are  not  to  be  excelled. 
One  of  the  moil  admired  things  at  Kiilarney, 
in  point  of  amufement,  is  the  fhag-hunt, 
which  he  had  tv.-o  or  three  times  been 
gratified    with    feeing;    and    though    thefe 

bunts 
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hunts  are  condudled  by  people  who  are  in 
the  habit  of  it  from  their  infancy,  he  mufl: 
give  the  preference  to  that  he  had  that 
morning  feen^  and  many  gentlemen  joined 
him  in  thinking  that  the  full  cry  of  the 
hounds,  at  one  particular  part  of  the  hunt, 
when  the  ftag  took  a  circuit  nearly  along 
the  verge  of  the  lake,  v/as  the  fined  thing 
they  had  ever  heard  or  feen  in  that  de* 
hghtful  fport.  Lady  Middleton,  they  faid, 
gaily,  kept  the  fineft  hounds  in  the  world; 
that  the  flag-hound^  fox-hounds,  and  har- 
riers exceeded  any  thing  they  had  ever 
hunted  with. 

Lady  Mary  Montrevilie  half  (creamed — 
"  Do  you  keep  all  thcfe  frightful  things.^ 
What  .pleafure  can  your  Ladyfhip  find  ia 
all  thefe  nafty  dogs?" 

"  Did  you  never  know,  Madam,"  faid 
Lord  Loveldale,  *'  that  Lady  Middleton 
leaps  five-bar  gates,  fix-feet  pales,  double 
quick-fet  hedges,  ftone " 

''  Oh!  fcop,  flop,"  interrupted  L\dy 
G  5  Mary 
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Mary,  "  any  one  of  thofe  is  too  much  for 
the  nerves  of  any  woman  in  the  world." 

"  Fortunately  for  the  world,"  rejoined  his 
Lordfhip,  "  Lady  Middleton  has  no  weak- 
nefs  of  nerves,  though  great  fenfibiUty. 
Nov^  I  know  fome  few  who  have  no  fenii- 
bility,  though  a  wonderful  fiiare  of  nerves." 

Lady  Middleton  turned  round,  and  err- 
gaged  in  converfation  with  another  party. 

"  You  don't  mean  to  infinuate,  1  hope," 
faid  Lord  Melville  to  the  Marquis,  "  that 
Lady  Mary  Montreville  is  fenfitive  ?" 

"  And  pray,  my  Lord  Melville,"  faid 
her  Ladyihip,  "  why  fhould  you.fuppofe  I 
am  not  fenfitive?" 

*^  If  you  will  be  fo  good,"  returned  his 
Lordfhip,  "  to  give  me  the  real  definition 
of  that  word,  or  your  idea  of  it,  I  Ihall 
moft  gladly  give  my  anfwer  to  your  quef- 
tion." 

*'  There  is  nobody  I  have  fo  great  a 
clifiike  to  talk  to  as  ycur  Lordfiiip,"    faid 

fhe,. 
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fhe,  biting  her  lips  with  rage,  ''  you  are  fo 
odd  and  rude  3 — but  do  pray  tell  me,  docs 
Lady  Middleton  leap,  and  hunt,  and  all 
that?" 

'*  You  fpeak  now  of  a  lady  who  appears 
to  me  never  to  do  any  thing  out  of  charac- 
ter," anfvvered  Lord  Melville  j  ''  my  ac- 
quaintance with  Lady  Middleton  is  but  of 
the  day ;  but  I  will  venture  to  aiTert  (he 
neither  does  one  nor  the  other. — Here  fhe 
comes,  however,  and  I  will  take  the  liberty 
of  afking  her," 

She  then  applied  to  know  If  Lord  Lovcf— 
dale  VvaS  fcrious. 

"  I  have  been  the  mofh  unfortunate  man 
in  t]:ie  worlci,"  laid  he,  addrelliag  Lady 
Middleton  j  ''  the  Marquis  has  thrown 
Lady  Mary  Montreville  into  a  violent  nerv- 
ous affeclion,  by  giving  an  account  of  your 
leaping  over  tive-bar  gates,  flione  walls,  and 
fiQi-pondsj  and  I  verily  thought  we  Ihouid 
have  been  deprived  of  her  charming  locietVj. 
'  G  6  v/hich 
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which  would  have  been  a  lofs  I  could  not 
have  fuftained,  and  furvive." 

*^  Pray  don't  mind  him,"  faid  Lady- 
Mary;  "  he  is  quite  intolerable;  fuch  a 
mixture  of  gravity  and  gaiety,  there  is  no 
bearing  him.'* 

Lady  Middleton  inv;ard!y  laughed  at  the 
eternal  wrangling  between  this  young  Lord 
and  Lady  Mary ;  yet  thought  he  would 
make  no  impreiTion  in  favour  of  his  friend, 
though  he  were  to  be  even  more  fevere  than 
he  was.  Lady  Mary  again  repeating  the 
queftion  of — "  Surely  you  don't  hunt  and 
leap?"  roufed  her,  and  (he  anfvvered, — 
though  flie  was  very  fond  of  riding  on  hcrfe- 
back,  (lie  had  not  attained  fuch  great  per- 
fediion,  or  had  fo  great  a  paffion  for  it  as. 
to  join  in  the  fports  of  the  field;  and  as  to 
leaping,  a|  it  was  not  neceffary,  fbe  had 
never  exerted  her  refoiution  fo  far  as  to 
attempt  it. 


But 
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"  But  you  keep  hounds,  don't  you  ? — • 
But  I  fuppofe  not — that  was  in  jeft  too.** 

"  My  father,"  faid  Lady  Middleton, 
*'  kept  hounds,  though  he  never  hunted^ 
and  as  I  have  been  lo  happy  as  to  have 
many  male  as  well  as  female  friends  v/ith 
me  both  in  winter  a^nd  fummcr,  I  keep 
them  for  their  amufement,  not  my  own." 

"  Well,"  faid  Lady  Mary,  ''  how  kind 
to  think  fo  much  for  others  1" 

"  Is  it  not  an  indifpenfable  duty  to  make 
ourfelves  as  agreeable  in  fociety  as  we  can  ?" 
replied  Lady  Middleton. 

"  One  is  never  paid  for  it,  I  think, '^  faid 
Lady  Mary. 

Mr.  Henry,  as  mader  of  the  ceremonies, 
was  the  partner  of  Lady  Middleton,  and 
now  came,  to  her  great  joy,  to  lead  her  to 
the  dance,  for  (he  found  infinite  difficulty 
in  converfing^with  this  lady.  The  Marquis 
and  Mademcifelle  M were  again  to- 
gether, and  Lord  Melville  and  Lady 
Matilda. 

**  I  find/' 
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"  I  find,"  faid  Lady  Middleton  to 
Lord  Lovefdale,  "  you  have  made  me  a 
perfed:  Diana  ^  if  I  bad  not  undeceived  Lady 
Mary  Montreville,  fhe  unqueflionably  would 
have  given  up  my  acquaintarxe." 

''  And  would  ycu  grieve  much  at  that  V* 
faid  Mr.  Beaumont. 

"  To  myfelf,"  (lie  replied,  "  it  would 
have  been  a  misfortune  1  could  eafily  have 
got  over ;  but  my  Lord  Melville^  in  pity  to 
Jiim^  I  wiQi  to  cultivate  J:ier  friendlliip; 
Jfie  Jeems  to  he  the  attra^ive  pwer  that 
draws  him  to  Ankerwick,'^ 

"  Yes,"      faid    Mr.     Williams,     "  her 

Ladylhip'^  attachment  to  Colonel  H ^ 

of  the  Guards,  has  caufed  my  friend  Mel- 
ville all  the  forroivs  he  has  ever  known,  and 
is  the  means  of  thofe  fits  of  melancholy 
I  (o  often  fcold  him  for  3  flie  is  the  fair 
one  he  has  felecled,  and  we  cannot  won- 
der that  he  fufTers  fo  fevcrely  from  the 
rejed:ion  of  fo  divine  a  woman  as  Lady 
Mary  Montreville ^ — if  fo  great  a  misfortune 
.  .  had 
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had  happened  to  me,  f  mod  certainly  fhould 
have  (hot  myfelf.*' 

Here  there  was  a  general  laugh  and  lamen- 
tations over  the  unruccelsful  wooer,  till  Lady 
Middleton  was  glad  to  turn  the  converfa- 
tion  to  another  fubjedl,  left  Lady  Mary,  or 
any  of  her  connections,  fhould  hear  their 
farcafms  on  this  difagreeable  chara6"cer. 

They  fupped  earlier  than  on  the  foregoing 
night,  and  the  next  day  was  to  be  engaged 
in  horfe-racing,  and  at  night  a  concert  and 
cards.  Mrs.  Markham  propoled  that  there 
fliould  be  no  dancing,  as  Lady  Middleton 
ftiii  retained  a  delicacy  of  health  fince  (lie 
•had  had  the  meafles,  and  Ciiq  feared  too  much 
dancing  might  injure  her. 

The  hones  and  carriages  were  at  the 
door  at  ten  o'clock  the  next  morning;  and 
they  drove  to  the  race  courfe,  which  v/as 
ap'the  further  end  of  the  park,  and  about 
two  miles. from  the  Caftie. 

The 
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The  late  Lord  Middleton  had  been  ex- 
tremely fond  of  this  fport,  though  he  con- 
fined it  entirely  to  his  own  neighbourhood  j 
he  in  general  kept  a  few  famous  race-horfes, 
and  would  run  them  for  amufemcnt  only> 
his  bets  on  one  race  never  exceeding  fifty 
guineas,  and  his  horfes  never  ran  but  at 
home.  Lady  Middleton  ftill  kept  up  two, 
and  very  frequently  amufed  herfelf  in  feeing 
the  grooms  ride  agalnft  each  other ;  for  fhe 
early  imbibed  a  love  for  the  amufement, 
and  frequently  fiiiall  parties  attended  her, 
and  pafied  away  a  vxry  agreeable  morning 
at  the  courfe,  which  had  been  laid  out  with 
great  judgment — a  fine  plain  and  gentle 
rife,  taking  in  a  circle  of  four  miles.  A  long 
room,  which  commanded  a  full  view  of  the 
whole,  fcrved  as  a  ihelter  from  a  coming 
fhower,  or  for  a  cold  collation; — this  morn- 
ing an  excellent  dejeunc  was  provided  in  it, 
and  the  early  ride  increafing  the  natural 
liow  of  aniuial  fpirits,  gave  a  double  reliili 
to  the  repafl;  after  which  both  gentiCQien 
and     ladies    made    tiicir    bets,    and    mod 

incomparable 
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incomparable  running    added    infinitely  to 
the  amufement.     Lord  Melville   and  Mr. 
Henry   rode   themfelves    the   lad   race   on 
Lady    Middieton's    Mifs    Prim    and    Old 
Snap,  the  fame  that  Lord  Lovefdale    and 
Mr.  Henry  rode  the  four  miles'  heat  that 
was  produdtive  of  fuch  a  dreadful  fever  to 
the  Marquis^ — both  horfes  were  of  the  fame 
colour,   a   very   light   grey;      there    could 
fcarcely  be  found  two  finer  figures  than  the 
riders,    and    Vvhen    they   appeared    dreifcd 
exadly  alike  in  lilach  filk  jackets  and  yel- 
low caps,  every   eye  leemed  ravifhed  with 
their   beauty.      Mi*.  Henry  and  Old  Snap, 
Lady  Middieton's  favourite  horfe,  arrived 
about  a  fecond  at  the  pod    before    Lord 
Melville   and  Mifs    Prim.      The    connoif- 
feurs  gave  great   credit   to   the  manner  of 
riding    and  judgment   of    both,    but    Old 
Snap  had  rather  the  foot  of  Mifs  Prim. 

It  is  impofTible  to  dojuflice  to  the  gaiety 
of  this  fccne — it  is  eafier  to  feel  fuch  plea- 
fures  than  defcribe  them  s  a  race  well  matched, 

over 
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over  a  beautiful  courfe,  being  produdivc 
of  fuch  animating  fenfations,  as  it  is  ii;i- 
polfible  for  a  pen  to  give,  an  adequate  idea 
of. 

After  it  was  over,  the  great  guns  on  the 
fortifications,  of  which  there  were  twenty- 
four,  were  fired,  avid  the  bells  fet  ringing 
all  around,  it  being  the  laft  day  of  the  rejoic- 
ings [for  Mr.  Beaumont,  and  amidfl  the  ac- 
clamations of  hundreds  the  company  arrived 
at  the  Caftle  time  enough  to  drefs  for  dinner; 
and  while  the  irihabitants  within  were  feaft- 
ing,  the  fame  enjoyments  were  not  omitted 
for  the  happy  crowds  without.  On  the 
green  they  alfembled,  where  plenty,  mirth, 
and  feveral  fiddles  exhilarated  every  honefl 
foul,  Vvho,  from  the  heart,  drank  health  and 
happinefs  to  the  noble  pair.  The  concert 
and  rout  were  what  concerts  and  routs 
generally  are  j  fomc  admirable  catch-fmging 
gave  great  fatisfadion,  and  the  following 
day  quiet  was  again  reftored. 

Lord 
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Lord  Melville  feemed  to  dread  his  repa- 
ration; his^Scountenance  was  heavy  and 
gloomy.  Ladi^Middleton  requeiled  l]iin 
to  prolong  hisvifit^c^  the  Caftle ;  and  in 
compliment  to  him,  (lio^Jikswife  afl^ed  Mr. 
Williams.  Nobody  could  account  for  his 
Lordfhip's  intimacy  with  this  gentleman  ; 
but  between  them  there  feemed  to  be  a  real 
friendQiip,  though  no  relative  connecflion 
gave  a  land  ion  for  v;hat  feemed  fo  furprif- 
ing  without  it; — it  afibrded  matter  of  great 
aftoniOiment  to  ail,  that  charadlers  fo  widely 
different  could,  under  almofl  any  influence, 
move  in  u niton,  for  in  age  alone  there 
feemed  to  be  the  fmallefc  fimilarity. 

Mr.  Beaumont  and  Mr.  Henry  fet  off  in 
a  few  days  ior  the  Abbey  of  Devon,  and 
the  day  alter  Lady  Sandford's  return  was 
expected  at  Ankerwick  CaRle  from  Lon- 
don, whither  ihe  went  during  the  enter- 
tainments; not  chufing,  without  the  fandion 
of  her  Lord,  to  appear  in  the  Vv'orid, 

When 
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When  the  water  party  was  defcribed  by 

the  lively  Mademoifclle   M- to   Lady 

Sandford,  fhe  feemed  in  natures;  fo  much 
lb,  that  to  gratify  and  divert  her,  Lady 
Middleton,  the  moment  Mr.  Beaumont  and 
Mr.  Henry  came  from  the  Abbey,  vvifhed 
to  have  another,  confiding  only  of  the 
family  and  two  or  three  of  thofe  of  the 
neighbourhood  Lady  Sandford  had  been 
in  the  habit  of  meeting  a] moil  daily; — and 
though  the  boat-race  was  not  fo  grand, 
nor  the  company  fo  numerous,  though  there 
were  neither  tilt  nor  tournarrient,  play  nor 
ball,  it  was  allowed  there  could  not  have  been 
any  thing  more  delightful :  and  they  re- 
turned from  an  excurfion  equally  agreeable 
in  the  little  minute  circumllances  that  have 
power  Efficient  either  to  gild  or  Hiade 
each  pafTing  objed. 


CHAP, 
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ORD  Sandford,  at  the  end  of  the  fort- 
night, v/rote  to  his  father,  to  fay  another 
mufcelapfe  ere  he  could  repair  to  the  Abbey, 
or  meet  Lady  Sandford.  This  the  Duchefs 
lignified  to  Lady  Middietonj  and  obiervcd 
that  as  a  fiiort  time  v/ould  conclude  the 
bufinefs  of  the  lawyers,  and  that  fhe  knew 
her  Gertrude  would  give  no  unneceffary 
delay  to  her  marriage,  it  was  very  much 
thewifh  of  Lord  Seal  to  have  the  ceremony 
performed  at  the  fame  time  by  IVIr.  Seivvin 
that  (liould  legally  bind  his  Ion,  and  that 
they  illould  remain  of  the  party  until  they 
went  to  London.  She  alfo  wilhed  that 
Lady   Sandford  fliould  go    to  Court  with 

Lady 
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Lady    Middleton ;     and    that,   as    proper 
overtures   were  made   to    Lady   Sandford's 
family,  through   the  medium  of  t'^^e  Nea- 
pohtan    AmbalTador,   they  were    all    fan- 
guiae  in  the  expectation  of  a  happy«con- 
clufion  to  fo  unhappy  a   beginning; — that 
the  Duke  intended  prefenting  his  grandfon 
v/ith  twenty  thoufand  pounds  on  the  day  of 
his  marriage,  and  that  Lord  Seal  had  pur- 
chafed   jewels    for   Lady   Sandford   to    the 
amount  of  ten  thoufmd.     Her  Grace  con- 
cluded her  letter  by  faying,  fl^e  found  Mr. 
WentVN^orth  was  with  Lord  Sandford,  which 
gave    them    the     greateft    pleafure^     that 
he  had  parted  with  ail  his  domeftics  who 
were  foreigners,   giving   each   fix    months' 
wages  in  advance,  and  that  the  Lodge  was 
to   be  fold  'y    that  all  who  had  a61ed  under 
him    in    his    affairs    of  gallantry   were    dif- 
charged,    and    that    great   alterations    were 
taking  place  at  Appleby  for  the  reception 
of   Its  future    miiirefs;    thit    Lady    Mary  ^ 
was  getting  much  better,  but  would  fcarcely 
fee  any  of  the  family  except  her  filter. 

3  ,  This 
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This  account  made  Lady  Middleton  very 

liaDpy.       Mademoifelle    M 's    meeting 

Lord  Sandford  was  a  circumftance  that 
gave  her  feme  concern;  but  when  llie  eic- 
prefTed  her  fears  to  that  lively  girl,  Ihe  ap- 
peared fo  unembar railed,  that  her  Ladyfliip 
very  plainly  perceived  her  bad  opinion  of 
liis  Lordihip  had  totally  removed  any  pre- 
dile(3:ion  ihe  had  formed  for  him,  and  that 
h.e  v/as  no  longer  dear  to  her.  Thus  fet 
at  reft  about  her  young  friend,  (he  ad- 
minifcered  fuch  coniblation  to  Lady  Sand- 
ford,  and  fpoke  fo  highly  of  the  reforma- 
tion of  her  Lord,  that — "  I  fore  fee,  dear 
Madam,"  faid  ihe,  ''  my  original  idea  of 
your  totally  reforming  him  will  take  place, 
and  that  all  the  happinefs  I  vvifh  you,  will 
be  yoLir's. — Speak,  think  you  not  I  am  a 
true  prophet?" 

"  How  happy  a  convert  fhould  I  be  to 
your  do6lrine  of  fecond  fight,"  faid  Lady 
Sandford,  *'  if  your  Ladydiip's  prophecy 
fhould  be  fulfilled!  But  it  is  not,  beheve 
me,    entrr,ely    for    Itfelf    that   a  fufceptible 

heart 
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heart  is  doomed  to  fuffer;  mod  poignantly 
1  have  felt  for  his  foUics,  nhnoft  as  rriuch 
as  I  did  for  my  own  mifery:  and  this  total 
change  from  vice  to  virtue  could  not  fail 
of  bringing  joy  and  happinefs  to  me,  though 
I  were  for  ever  deprived  of  beholding  him." 

Every  day  flill  recommended  this  ladr 
more  and  more  to  Lady  Middleton;  and 
ihe  felt  fo  interelled  in  every  thing  that  con- 
cerned her,  that  (he  ardently  wilhed  hercoufm 
might  equal  the  nioil  u'orthy  man,  and 
that  in  time  he  might  deferve  all  the  happi- 
nefs to  be  derived  irorn  fu.'h  a  companion. 

Lady  Middleton  was  one  morning  driv- 
ing out  in"  one  of  her  poney  carriages  with 
Mrs.  Markham,  and  as  they  came  up  to 
a  poli-chaife,  within  about  a  mi!e  of  the 
Caftle,  they  heard  a  foreigner  endeavouring 
to  make  out  from  a  peafant  v/hcther  Lady 
Middleton  was  at  home  ;  (he  immediately 
flopped,  and  told  him  in  French  ihe  was 
the  pcrfcn  he  was  enquiring  for, 

Tiie 
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The  Frenchman,  who  fpoke  ver}'  broken 
Englifh,  ah'ghted  from  the  chaile,  and 
informed  her  he  had  letters  for  her  Lady- 
fliip  in  his  portfeuiile  from  the  Marquis  of 

M J   he   enquired  very  anxiouily   after 

Mademoifelle  M ,  and  La-iy  Middlelon 

as  anxioufly  begged  to  be  informed  of  his 
embalTy  j  (he  hoped  her  dear  young  friend 
would  meet  nothing  uncongenial  to  her 
wiHiLS  in  the  dccifion  of  her  father  and 
mother. 

''  Your  LadyHiip's  letter/'  fiid  the 
Frenchman,  **  reconciled  ti^.em  entirely, 
and  there  was  nothing  but  joy   to  be  {^cn. 

in  every  member  of  the  .Floufe  of  M 

when  the  happy  tidings  nrrived  of  her  being 
fafe,  and  under  the  proteccion  01  Laiy 
Middlcton.  Every  body  vho  knew  Made- 
moifelle, loved  her,  and  grieved  for  herlofs; 
and  great  fcarches  were  made  for  her  all 
over  Italy,  for  thither  we  were  given 
to  ujidcrftand  G^e  had  gone  on  v/ith 
Lord    B ,    and    every    one    kne.v    he 

VOL.  ii.  H  had 
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had  arrived  at  Nice.  Our  people,**  con- 
tinued theFrenchiT.an,  ^'traced  Lord  B 

and  the  lady  he  carried  off,  who  onfw^red 
exaft'y  tre  deicription  of  Madei-noireiie 
M — — ,  but  did  not  come  up  with  them 
for  a  cbnildcrable  time,*  and  there  was  no 

getting  a  vie. V  of  the  iady,  for  Lord  B^ 

managed  fo  well,  thiiiking  that  it  was  his 
favourUc  that  Vvas  ptirmed,  that  he  led  our 
nieffeiv^ers  fudi  a  dance  as  was  furprifing; 
v,hile  the  friencls  of  his  Lady  were  iili  over 
Ergland  in  purl  ait  of  Lord  Sandford;  and 
thus  did  thefe  two  young  Lord^:  (el  all  the 
pr-rtics  in  th.i-  bufinefs  fo  aftray,  that  they 
v*ere  able  to  elude  tl^e  unwearied  learch  that 
v»'as  making  after  them." 

All  this  was  told  in  a  moment  by  the 
Fici  thman,  who,  returning  ouickiy  toth.e 
carriage,  unlocked  hi?  portieuille,  tool  rut 
tie  Itttf-r?,  ar.d  preienting  them  to  La-.y 
r/;iddIeton,  toid  Ler  he  v/a^  ready  to  wait 
upon  her  to  Mademoifeile  M . 

'*  The 
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"  The  Frepxh,'*  nid  Mrs.  Markham, 
''  have  a  peculiar  way  of  dvoing  every  thhig; 
a  German  vvou  d  have  taken  more  hours 
than  this  man  has  minutes,  to  have  told 
this  hiflory." 

She  took  the  reins;  and  while  they  were 
driving  to  the  CaRle,  Lady  Middleton  read 
the  letters  fro'n  the  M^irquis  and  Mar- 
chioncfs  addrefTed  to  her.  Ti:ey  contained 
.expreflions  of  the  higheft  fenfe  of  obliga- 
tion and  gratitude  for  hex"  care  of  their  dear 
daughter,  v/hofe  moil:  excelient  qualities 
and  aoiiaDle  difpoiition  tney  dwelt  much 
iij)on,  and  took  great  blame  to  themlelves 
for  attempting  to  force  her  to  a  life  fo  re- 
pugnant to  her  wifhes; — they  begged  the 
favour  of  Lady  Middieton  to  aliuie  her  of 
their  eniire  forgivenefs,  and  accepted  with 
many  thanks  the  hoaoiu'  cf  her  Lady(lup*s 
prcffing  invitation  of  their  dear  daughter 
refiiainiiig  with  her. 

If  the  reader  has  formed  an  opinion  of' 
H  2  the 
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the    heart  and     manners    of  Mademoifellc 

M from  the  dcfcriptions  ah-ead^'  givea 

in  this  work,  he  may  eafily  conceive  what 
it  is  impofiible  to  give  a  jufl  Idea  of.  Her 
conduce  on  this  occafion  was  (uch,  as  had  (he 
been  in  the  fociety  of  Pirangers  inflcad  of 
friendsj  th.ey  muii  have  fuppofcd  her  out  of 
her  fenfes; — the  difierent  modes  flie  had  of 
telling  her  happinefs  to  each  iiidividual  o[ 
the  circle,  was  truly  comic;  the  m/miatures 
of  her  fatlier,  mother,  brothers,  and  fifters 
were  fcnt  to  her.  When  ihe  faw  them  all, 
fl^iC  burfl:  into  tears,  then  ran  out  of  the 
room;  prefently  the  returned,  and  gather- 
ing every  perfon  around  her,  flie  fiiewed 
them  one  by  one,  at  the  ^an-ie  rime  defcrib- 
ing.  tlie  beauty  and  gocdnefs  of  each,  and 
applying  to  the  Chevalier  to  vouch  for  what 
fl.e  (vAd. 

For  that  day  they  thcuoht  (he  had  had 
enough  of  jo) ,  which  v/as  really  fo  violent, 
that  Lady  Middleton  feared  more  might 
have  proved  fatal;  but  they  had  (liil  fome- 

thing 
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thing  more  to  comiTiUnicate,  for  this  dear 
girl  had  been  the  favourite  of  her  aunt, 
the  only  fifter  of  her  mother.  This  lady- 
had  married  an  Englifh  gentleman,  who 
was  fo  fcrongly  attached  to  her,  and  having 
none  of  his  own  blood  that  he  knew  of,  he 
left  his  eftate  in  Yorkfhire  to  her,  which 
was  two  thou  (and  a  year,  and  totally  at  her 
difpofal,  to  do  with  it  what  (he  thought 
beft.  This  lady,  after  his  death,  went 
abroad,  fo  that  ihe  heard  nothing  of  the 
innocent  runaway.  On  her  way  to  Paris, 
from    whence    (lie    intended    bringing   her 

favourite  Mademoifelle  M to  Enc-land, 

(he  was  taken  ill,  and  died.  Her  remains, 
with  her  will  and  ail  her  papers  (he  had  with 
her,  were  conveyed  to  the  Marquis's  hotel 
at  Paris.  On  opening  the  will  they  found 
jLe    had    left    her   eftate   to    Mademoifelle 

M ,   on  condition  flie   became  a   Pro- 

teliaiit ;  and  her  ready  mon^},  «Anich  vas 
twelve  thonra-id  pounds  in  tlie  Ln^/.lh 
funds,  to  the  Maixhionefs  of  M . 

H  3  The 
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The  Clievalier,  a  relative  and  friend  cf 
the  family,  was  fent  off  to  Eiigjaiid  with 
her  remains,  which  v. ere  to  be  ii^erred  in 
the  cathedral  of  York,  from  whence  he 
was  to  make  the  beft  of  his  way  to  Anker- 
wick  Caule,  with  the  olive  branch  to  Made- 

moifcile   M ,    and   an    account   of  her 

good  fortune. 

The  next  day  the  Chevalier,  in  prefence 
of  Lady  Middieton  and  Mrs.  Markhaai, 
acquainted  her  with  her  aunt's  liberality, 
and,  giving  her  ibe  wili  to  read,  (lie  gave 
it  back  to  him. 

*'  Take  it  to  m.y  dear,  good  father,'* 
faid  Pat  j  ^'  he  muft  have  all  this  eflate,  and 
if  it  v>'as  ten  times  as  much,  tell  him,  it 
fhouk]  be  ail  his  5  I  v.iil  have  nothing  to 
do  with  wills,  ard  houfes  3  and  money,  my 
father  knov/s  better  than  I  what  to  do  with 
them.'' 

"  Your  father  knowing  well  the  libe- 
rahty  of  your  heart,  Mademoifelle,"    faid 

the 
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the  Chevalier,  **  and  fufpedling  this,  has 
provided  againfc  it  by  taking  the  liberty  of 
making  it  over  in  trad  to  Lady  Miviuie- 
ton,  if  (he  will  be  kind  enough  to  become 
your  guardian,  as  all  the  family  are  going  to 
pafs  three  years  in  Italy;  and  being  totally 
unconnected  in  England,  it  would  be  ini- 
pofhble  for  the  Marquis  to  do  you  juftice.'* 

This  reconciled  her  a  little;  but  (lie  in- 
(ifLed  that  the  firft  year's  rent  iLould  be 
given  to  her  two  dear  fillers. 

This  was  highly  approved  of,  and  all 
neceffary  papers  executed  for  vefiing  the 
ti  uft  in  Lady  Middietcn  accordingly.  Made- 

moifelle   IM did    not,    however,    very 

much  relilh  giving  up  the  BlelTed  Vi;gin 
and  all  her  faints  ;  but  Lady  Middleton, 
who  now  looked  upon  her  to  be  really 
her  ward,  foleiy  conhg-.ed  t")  here  ire,  put 
her  under  the  tuition  of  Mr.  Sv.dwin  to 
inflrucl  her  in  the  principles  of  the  Prot.f- 
nnt  religion,  and  fit  her  for  the  necelfary 
H  4  renunciation 
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renunciation  'of  the  Roman  Catholic,  pre- 
vious to  her  being  put  in  jofTeffion  of  her 
eftate. 

While  all  was  harmony  and  gaiety  at  the 
Caftle,  a  far  different  fcene  was  a6ling 
at  the  Abbey.  Tl:e  recovery  of  Lately 
Mary  was  mod  amazingly  rapid,  for  fiie 
gathered  ftrength  To  very  fift  it  was  hardly 
polTible  to  beheve  Ihe  had  been  ill ;  her 
conflitution  being  naturally  good,  fhe 
threw  off  the  fever,  and  neither  a  pale 
countenance  nor  languid  appearance  left 
any  trace  of  recent  illnefs  behind.  ^She 
had  rode  out  in  a  carriage  feveral  time?, 
and  once  on  horfeback,  Vv'hen  Lord  Seal 
thought  he  might  With  great  fafety  require 
an  eclairciifement  of  the  part  fhe  had  taken 
in  the  perfecution  and  impnionment  of  Mr. 
Beaumont.  -In  the  gentleft  manner  he  re- 
capitulated the  horrors  of  that  dreadful  bufi- 
ncfs,  and  hoped  llie  would  be  able  to  account 
for  it  in  fome  way  that  would  change  the 

ideas 
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'ideas   of  her  friends,  which  were  now  in  a 
ilate  of  uncertain  difapprobation. 

There  was  nothing,  however,  to  be  feen 
in  the  effect  this  mild  addrcfs  had  on  her 
that  could  tend  to  a  reconciliation;  and 
it  affeded  Lord  Seal  fo  much,  that  the 
Duiie,  with  his  ufaal  good  fenie  and  pre- 
cifion,  fpoke  motl  feelingly  on  the  fubjed. 
She  opened  not  her  m.oath,  or  once  from  the 
beginning  eiTayed  to  fpeakj — the  Duchefs 
wiflicd  to  awaken  her  feelings  by  explain- 
ing to  her  the  n/ifery  and  contrition  of  her 
brother^  and  that  fo  highly  praifeworthy 
was  the  whole  of  his  beiiaviour  on  this 
fhocking  "affair,  that  even  Mr.  Beaumonc 
himfelf  folicited  his  mcndthip. 

When  the  Buchefs  concluded.  Lady 
Mary,  withaflern  countenance  and  offended 
air,  looked  at  all  prclent,  and  laid — "  Theie 
le(5luies  might  have  been  pjilponed  until 
my  recovery  was  more  certain,  in  to  near 
relatives,  1  own,  i  ciid  not  expecfl  fuch  a 
II  5  want 
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want  of  feeling;    but  truft   me,  my   good 
people,  you  much  millake  me  if  you  fup- 
pofe  I  have  a  temper  or  difpofition  to  bear 
thcfe   renionftrances,   which    I   perceive   by 
your  faces  are  not  hkely  to  end  here.     As 
to  you,   my   Lord,'*  addrefifing  her  father, 
"  I  muft  beg  leave,  in  anfwer  to  what  you 
have  been  pleafed  to  fay  to  me,  to  ohferve 
that   as  my  mother  left  her  fortune  to  me, 
independent  of  any  Qiackie,  to  be  paid  me, 
if  I  chofe  to  demand  it,  on  my  being  twenty- 
fcLr,  I  ha/e  only  to  fay  that  as  I  have  ex- 
ceeded that  age   one  whole  year,  1  find  it 
indifpenfably    nCv-eiTary   to   defire   tliat   the 
whole  may   be  puid  into  the   hands  of  an 
agent  wiiom  I  (Lall  appoint  to  receive  it; 
and  as  I  mean   to  form  an  cftabdibment 
immediately,    I    flialj    expecl   you  to   fulfil 
my  late  mother's  will.     I  renounce  all  ex- 
pedfations  from    my   grandfather;    and  in 
you,   my   Lord,  from   v/nat    I   have   heard 
you  fay  this  day,  I  fee  the  opinion  you  have 
form.ed  o[  me  ;    mine,  perhaps,  m^y  not   be 
more  favourable  of  you,  therelore  the  fooner 

we 


ANKERWICK    CASTLE,  I55 

v/e  partj  the  more  quickly  we  fliall  a!i  be 
reilored  to  hcippinefs.  1  am  too  much 
offended  at  the  feverity  of  your  diflereat 
addrciTes  to  me  ever  to  iubjed  myfeh^  to  a 
repetition  of  them.  W^iat,"  laid  (he,  "  but 
jufi:  out  of  a  violent  fever,  warm  trom  my 
bed,  to  be  fo  rated  at  for  a  frolic,  a  joive  i 
— Fare-wel !  you  fiiail  never  fee  L^dy  Mary 
Berkley  at  the  Abbey  of  Devon  more.'* 

She  arofe,  and  v/alked  out  of  the  room. 
The  blood  fbrK)oic  the  cheehs  of  Lord  Seal. 

"•  Oh  Heavens  1"  he  cried,  ''  do  I  dream  ? 
This  furely  is  a  vihon  of  the  fancy — it  can- 
not be  real !  — Mary,  my  darling  daughter, 
vv'iom  I  have  loved  as  ni)  f-rit,  never  ilnce 
the  death  of  thy'dear  mother  have  I  kno.va 
h a; )p i nef •  o u c  of  t li y  i o c lel y  ! " 

His  voice  failed,  a  cold  dew  burll  from 
every  pore,  his  limos  ihiver-ed  j  he  would 
have  Ipokcn,  but  excruciating  agonies  de- 
prived him  of  uUerance. 

H  6     "  <'  Oh 
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*'  Oh  day  of  woe!"  at  length  he  ex- 
claimed, "  do  I  find  fo  utterly  unworthy 
the  daughter  I  have  loved  as  my  life,  the 
child  I  have  looked  to  as  the  com  fort,  the 
fiipport  of  a  feeble  old  age? — Mary,  Mary! 
is  it  thus  I  find  you,  turned  upon  your  father 
v/ith  haughty  ingratitude?  and  J,  though 
late,  too  plainly  fee  thou  liafl:  a  heart  which 
will  drive  thy  doting  father  madl" 


All  his  fire ngth  '  with  this  exclamation 
feemed  to  fail  him,  and  he  again  funk  into 
a  moft  hnguid  ftate,  and  from  the  delicacy 
of  his  conftitution  there  were  the  greatefh 
tears  for  his  fafety. 

Neither  this  alarmingillnefs  nor  the  Duke's 
entieaiies  could  move  this  worthlefs  woman. 
The  Duchefs  too,  on  the  follov/ing  day,  en- 
de:ivoured  to  try  the  force  of  her  influence. 

«*  Confider,  Lady  Mary,"  faid  her  Grace, 
"  your    conduct    will    kill     your    father ; 

furely 
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furely  you  cannot  be  ferious  in  your  in- 
tentions of  leaving  the  protection  of  all 
your  family  and  friends  !  Confider,  is  tlie 
health,  nay,  the  life  of  a  pai-ent  of  fach 
little  moment  ?  Do,  as  vou  re2;aid  liim,  as 
you  value  the  life  of  your  grandfather  and 
me,  refiecl  ere  you  take  this  ill-advifed 
ilep." 

''  My  father,"  Lady  Mary  (lernly  re- 
plied, '^  had  not  thofe  feelings  for  me  you 
fo  ftrcngly  recommend  to  be  fliewn  on  my 
part ;  neither  m.y  Lord  Duke  or  your 
Grace  evinced  that  companion  my  fitua- 
tion  demanded  :  but,  newly  rifen  from  a  (late 
of  extreuie  danger,  the  barbarous  treatment 
of  this  fr.mily,  which  I  no  longer  confider  as 
rf^ine,  had  nearly  reduced  me  again  to  the 
fame  conditicn. — No,  Madam,'*  Hie  c  ^n- 
tinued,  ''  1  leave  uws  houfe  never  to  enter 
it  more;  my  father  has  other  children  to 
confole  him  fjr  the  lofs  of  me,  whom  he 
has  treated  with  the  mod  unfeeling  inhu- 
manity.'* 6 

She 
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She  arofe,  rang  the  bell,  enquired  if  her 
carnage  was  in  waiting,  and  without  deign- 
ing to  take  leave  of  any  of  the  family,  flie 
proudly  walSred  to  it. 

When  Lord  Seal  and  Lady  Ann  found 
flie  had  actually  departed,  words  cannot 
defcribe  their  grtef,  their  confternation  5  and 
many  days  elapfed  ere  they  became  at  all 
reconciled  to  the  misfortune.  The  Duke, 
however,  thought  it  necelfary  to  make 
one  more  effort  to  recal  her  to  iier  duty; 
he  !ct  off  for  London,  and  waited  on  Mrs. 
Marchmont,  to  whole  ];ioure  (he  had  direded 
any  perion  who  had  bufmefs  with  her.  Tiiis 
lady  was  one  of  the  lad  people  tb.e  Devon 
family  would  have  made  choice  oF  as  the 
proteclrefs  of  any  branch  of  it.  lier  prin-. 
ciples  feemed,  to  the  lafc  degree,  objcdtion- 
able;  her  condud,  to  fay  the  befc  of  it, 
was  not  wiihout  cenfure,  even  in  the  very  • 
faihionable  world ;  her  houfe,  though  viiited 
by  fjme  few  people  of  charader,  eniertained 
numbers  or  the  moil  dubious  cefcripticn. 

She 
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She  had  a  very  large  fortune,  and  that  fort 
cf  vivacity  lb  captivating  to  a  ccrtiiln  fet 
of  peoy/ie. 

Froai  this  connecflion  the  mofh  alaiMi- 
ing  fears  for  the  fafety  of  this  gracelefs 
woman,  and  the  honour  of  the  family,  took 
poflehion  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  Abhey. 
On  the  re  turn  of  the  Duke,  who  reprcfvinted 
things  as  they  really  were,  the  difappoiiit- 
ment  of  his  embaffy  added  infinitely  to 
the  pain  they  felt ;  for  their  hopes  v/ere  kept 
alive  by  the  expectations  they  formed  of 
the  fdccefs  of  his  entreaties: — now  all  hope 
was  iied,  and  they  gave  up  every  idea  of 
her  return. 

The  fortune,  left  by  Lady  Seal  to  her 
two  daughter-;,  v^as  twenty  ihouland  pounds 
to  each,  wiiich  was  to  be  paid  them  on 
their  attaining  the  age. of  twenty-four,  for 
though  it  leit  tL:eni  in  fjme  degree  indc- 
perident  uf  Lord  Seal,  yet  his  vale  fortune 
ftiil  kept  thwiu  much  in  his  p:^wcr,  io  that 

poor 


l6o  ANKERWICK     CASTLE. 

poor  Lady  Seal  conceived  no  other  danger 
could  accrue  from  her  bequeft  to  her  be- 
loved daughters,  than  adding  ftill  to  their 
fortunes;  and  by  leaving  it  folely  in  their 
own  power,  fhe  pleafed  herfelf  with  the  idea 
of  its  imprcfTing  their  mindi  with  a  tender- 
nefs  twr  a  loft  parent.  Her  health  being  for 
mimy  }  ears  extremely  delicate,  and  her  con- 
ftantly  removing  from  one  place  to  another 
in  fearch  of  a  mitigation  of  the  bodily 
dlfeafe  fhe  laboured  under,  induced  her  'to 
place  her  duugbters  at  a  French  Convent, 
by  which  means  their  real  difpofitions  were 
never  known  to  her — particularly  Lady 
Mary's,  whole  art  com.pletcly  kept  her  mother  , 
in  the  dark  ;  Ihe  moft  dexteiouily  concealed 
every  bnd  propenfity  fom  her  obfervation 
v.hen  the  was  with  her,  which,  from  the 
above  circumftance,  v/as  but  f^.dom.  She 
very  early  learned  La  iy  Seal  had  much  in 
her  [)ower  ;  fne  therefore  as  early  began  the 
pradice  of  deceit,  in  the  hope  of  being  con- 
fidcred  by  a  d)  ing  motlier  as  her  folc  heirefs : 

as 
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as  Lady  Seal,  for  many"  years  before  (lie 
died,  was  fo  extremely  unhealthy,  each  year 
was  expelled  to  be  her  lalt. — Thus  the  iond 
mother  became  the  dupe  of  the  arcmce  of 
her  child,  for  had  flie  known  the. real  cha-  . 
racier  aad  principles  of  Lady  Mary,  the 
iiripropriety  of  thus  making  her  miitrefs  of 
herfeif  and  twenty  tiioufand  pounds  at  the 
age  of  twenty-four,  would  have  iiruck  her 
'ns  a  moft  dangerous  and  deflirudtive  cir- 
ciimftance;  but  partial  to  her  children, 
and  her  will  being  approved  of  by  her 
worthy  Lord,  Lady  Seal  arranged  the  matter 
according  to  her  own  noble  and  generous 
fentiments,  not  duly  weighing  the  point. 
The  event,  however,  proved  in  one  inflance 
the  danger  of  leaving  a  child  in  fuch  in- 
dependence of  a  good  father;  for  without 
this  fortune  we  Ihould  find  Lady  Mary 
under  the  proteclion  of  thofe  amiable  re^. 
latives,  who  would  have  flieltered  her  from 
thofe  flcrms  of  mifery  and  adverfity  flie 
was  fo  indufi-rioufly  railing  for  her  o.vn 
deflrudlion. 

After 
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After  the  Duke*s  unfiicceisful  attempt, 
J-iC  Duf  heis  vvFote  many  letters  wit!;  energy 
ind  feeling,  reprefcnting  the  danger  (lie  was 
in ;  uui  Lady  Mary*s  anfvvcrs  were  fuch  as 
obliged  her  Grace  to  defiPt.  Ail  that  could 
be  don^  was  tried;   the  Duke  engaged   his 

friend  Mr.  H to  walch  over  her,  and 

inform    hlrn   confLantly  of  the   manner  of 
hie  fhe  !ed. 

Hitherto  the  accounts  proved  extremely 
iinfatisfa(5lory.«— ThecharaderofMr.Temple 
is  univerfally  known.  This  gentleman,  fo 
famous  in  the  annals  of  gallantry,  was  Lady 
Mary*s  conftant  attendant;  all  the  fears  of 
her  family  were  alive  to  the  danger  (lie  Vv'as  in, 
yet  nothing  could  be  done  to  favc  her.  Lord 
Seal  fent  a  friend  of  his,  a  female  rektive, 
to  make  terms  with  her.  Ke  oficred  to 
fettle,  on  her  return  to  him,  twenty  thou- 
fand  pounds  more  on  her,  provided  flie 
married  to  pleale  him,  and  to  allow  her  the 
intereit  of  it  from  the  day  Ihe  again  became 
one  of  his  family  j  but  that  if  (lie  perfifted  to 

remain 


ANKERWICK.    CASTLE.  163 


remain  from  under  his  protedion,  he  (liould 

not  thin 

fliiiling. 


not  think  iiimfclf  bound  to  give  her   one 


All  this  had  no  clfcd;  The  reeled  totally 
devoted  to  the  life  mod  fuited  to  her,  with 
her  friend  Mrs.  Marchmontj  nothing  had 
power  to  draw  her  off,  and  The  abfolutely 
Vefufed  die  proffered  reward.  Early  indul- 
gence UQuled  her  to  controul ;  uniccuf- 
tomed  tofubdue  her  ungovernable  paiUons, 
they  hurried  her  away  with  an  impeLUouty 
that  was  iurprifing. 

The  effji3:  that  the  failure  of  thofe  re- 
peated efforts  to  withdraw  this  obftinate 
and  ungracious  woman -from  the  imminent 
danger  fhe  v.as  in,  had  on  Lord  Seal  and 
the  gentle  Lady  Ann  was  truly  gtievous; 
and  the  Duke  and  Ducheis  mourned  the 
ravages  this  brought  on  two  people,  whofe 
amiable  charafVeis  and  gentle  manners 
bound  them  together  by  the  mud  affcdion- 
ate  ties.     They  endeavoured  to  draw  Lord 

Seal's 
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Seal's  attention  to  his  Ton,  vvhofe  conduct 
on  this  difagreeable  affair  had  been  fuch 
as  to  raife  him  highly  in  the  elteem  of  all 
thinking  minds. 


CHAP.  IX. 


JL  HE  time  now  drew  near  when  all 
necefiliry  arrangements  of  fettlements  and 
lawyers  were  expected  to  be  concluded,  and 
the  day  was  fixed  upon  that  was  to  make 
Lady  Middleton  and  Mr.  Beaumont  one. 
Mrs.  Markham  arranged  every  matter  in 
point  of  ceremonials- — all  was  to  be  private:- 
and,  to  fill  ^up  a  time-  that  is  in  general 
awkward.  Lady  Middleton  propo^^d  an 
excurfion  into  Yorkfliirej  to  Ihew  Made- 

moilelle 
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moifclie   M her  eft.ite,    on  which  the 

Chevalier  faid  there  was  a  very  e'ega^.t  man- 
fion,  that  the  furnkure  was  h  ghly  valuable 
in  paiutings  and  books,  that  every  thing 
wasjufr  as  it  was  at  the  deceafe  of  M.dc- 
mciilllc'..  iate  uncle,  Mr  Fairfax,  v/hich, 
by  the  will  of  iN'Irs.  Fairfax,  became  ihe 
property  of  Ivlademoiicile. 

Lady  iviiddleton's  agent  was  ordered  lo- 
go berore,  and  take  an  exact  iurvey  of  the 
property  and  its  (late,  fo  that  when  Made- 

moifelle  M Qiould  be  authorized,  und's;r 

the  arliclcs  of  the  v/ill,  to  take  polleirion, 
flie  lidght  be  acquainted  with  the  circum* 
fiances  of  it. 

The  party  confided  of  Lady  Middleton, 

Mrs.  Markharn,  Mademoifclle  M -y  Lady 

Matilda,  and  one  of  the  Mifs  Wihnots; 
Lady  Sand^ord  begged  to  remain  with  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Sclvvin.  The  2:ent]cmen  v.ere 
Mr.  Bea'jmont,  the  Marquis,  Lord  Mel- 
ville, and  Mr.  Henry.'     They  fet  off  from 

Anker  wick 
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Anker^A-ick  Caftle  the  lafl:  week  in  Septem- 
ber^  and  very- fine  weather  contribaied  fo' 
much  to  the  other  pleafures  of  the  journey, 
that  everything  worth  feeing  that  iayat  all  con- 
tiguous to  their  route,  they  flopped  to  view. 

They  arrived  at  Oakley  Park,   the  name 
of  the   cflate    devolved    to    Mademoifelle 

M- .     The  fituation   of  this  pjlace   was 

elegant  beyond  all  comparifon;  though  there 
were  neitl  ?r  grandeur  nor  magnificence  to 
furprife,  there  was  that  which  livels  the 
attention — a  happy  harmony  in  the  };ro- 
portions,  which  never  fails  to  plt;aiej  an 
elegant  fimpl  city  of  taRe  fliOne  confpi- 
cucus  in  alt  its  parts,  which  charmed  the 
eye,  and  left  a  pleafmg  idea  on  the  mind 
of  the  refined  eleo;ance  of  the  departed 
ov/neis.  Every  thing  vvithin  juftified  the 
ideas  raifed  by  the  architedure  without; 
there  was  a  grace  and  fymm.etiy  in  all  the 
apartments,  of  which  the  ornaments  and 
furniture  partook  in  an  uncommon  degree. 

Mr. 
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Mr.  Fairfax  had  been  a  man  of  letters,  and 
of  a  fpeci'htive  turn  ;  he  had  fpent  liiteen 
years  abroad,  and  had  travelled  over  India 
aiid  Air.erica;  his  fearchcs  after  knowledge 
led  him  to  every  part  of  the  world  v/here 
he  could  hope  to  find  any  thing  new,  and 
the  ..ifferent  collections  he  had  niadejufiified 
his  genius.  A  vail  and  valuable  collection 
or  lOiTils  and  natural  curiofities  iliews  that 
he  had  taken  the  means  necefTary  for  lelf- 
infirudion — ftudy  and  experiment. 

A  fmall  cabinet  contained  a  very  choice 
cclledion  of  antiques,  which  engaged  Lady 
Middleton  for  one  whole  day;  the  confcr- 
vatory,  and  a  fmall  botanical'  garden  took 
lip  another.  In  tlie  fylva  ihe  found  many 
plants  Ihe  had  never  before  leen,  and  ap- 
peared fo  highly  gratified,  that  Mademoi- 

felle  M was  the  happictl  being  i'l  the 

world— joy  aniiuated  every  feature;  fhe  gave 
more  attcnti(^n  and  tii-oe  to  thofc  things 
Lady  Middleton  prized  than  fnc  had  ever 
done  to  any  thing  before,  and  her  delight 

was 
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v^as  expreiTed  in  the  Tame  innocent  extrava- 
garxe  as  ue  have  found  her  (liew  on  all  oc- 
cafions  when  real  happinefs  afiailed  her. 

Tl:e  penetrating  eye  of  Lady  Middleton, 
when  it  v/as  too  late,  law  the  inward  motive, 
which  was  no  other  than  a  determination 
inflantly -formed  of  removing  every  thing  fo 
admired,-  the  moment  they  were  her's,  from 
Oakley  Park  to  Ankerwick  Caftle.  Moft 
of  the  paity  favv  it  in  a  different  light;  (lie 
appeared  to  them  delighted  jufh  as  a  child 
would  be  by  a  nutriber  of  playthings,  which 
a  few  days  would  wear  otf  the  novelty  of, 
and  then  would  be  no  more  thought  of. 
She  would  talk  of  the  beauty  of  every 
thing,  and  her  obligations  ;  and  then  pathe- 
tically let  fall  a  tear  at  the  idea  r>f  the  pro- 
prietors being  no  more.  She  was  inquifi- 
tive  to  the  minuted  circumftance  concerning 
them  ;  and  when  an  old  faithful  domeftic, 
who  had  attended  Mr.  Fairfax  in  all  his 
wanderings,  became  the  panegyrifh  of  his 
dear  mafler's  virtues^  the  flood  of  fenfibility 

would 
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would  overflow  her  eyes  till  each  caught 
the  mfedbion,  and  the  whole  party  would 
move  off  imprefled  with  the  force  of  that 
language  that  comes  directly  from  the  heart. 

Oh  Nature  !  how  pure,  hov/  delicate, 
how  lovely  are  thy  works !   In  the  form  and 

mind   of    Mademoifelle   M •   thou    art 

feen  in  true  character ! 

The  fcenes  of  Oakley  Park  were  chiefly 
of  the  fylvan  kind ;  the  (imply  elegant  flruc- 
turejufl:  defcribcd,  placed  on  a  gentle  rife, 
took  in  a  great  variety  of  hill  and  dale;  a 
winding  river  difcovers  now  and  then  its 
mazy  courfe,  now  half  concealed,  then 
opening  to  the  view,  and  winding  through 
a.woody  vale,  you  lofe  it  in  a  hilly  difliance. 
The  richeft  verdure,  and  that  great  appen- 
dage to  landfcape  beauty,  the  Englifli  oak, 
here  flouriflied  in  perfection;  and  thepecu-' 
liar  feature  of  this  fweetly  pafl:oral  fcene  was, 
no  intrufion  of  art  Vvas  traced  in  ony  of  its 
dccor&tions,  no  aim  at  changing  the  character 

VOL.    II.  I  of 
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of  the  grounds  ; — Nature  was  followed ;  (lie 
was  the  model  on  which  Mr,  Fairfax  worked, 
and  (he  has  rewarded  his  labours  by  fhew- 
ing  to  the  admiring  world  a  fpecimen  of 
genuine  tafte.  There  is  no  incoherency  s  one 
fcene  is  in  unifon  with  the  other;  the  houfe, 
of  which  he  was  the  architect,  was  confidered 
faultlefs;  there  was  an  appropriation  of  the 
parts  to  the  conveniences  wanted;  an  union 
of  elegance  with  ufe  fitted  it  peculiarly  for 
the  refidence  of  talent  and  content,  and 
this  feemed  the  wife  proprietor's  aim  j  every 
thing  fuited  the  eftate  he  poiTeiTed. 

"  Ah,"  faid  Lord  Lovefdale  to  Lady 
Middleton,  "  what  a  lofs  that  Oakley 
Park  is  not  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Ankerwick   Caftle!" 

"  Ought  I  to  regret  it  now,'*  flie  replied, 
*'  that  this  great  man  is  no  more?  1  am 
rather  pleafed  that  I  never  knew  him ;  I 
look  over  thefe  charming  fcenes,  his  works, 
and  figh  to  think  of  our  tranfitory  flatc : 
not  with  unphilofophical  weaknefs  to  regret 

our 
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our  periQiable  condition,  but  to  lament  that 
of  all  fubl unary  things  we  are  the  mod 
liable  to  decay.  Here  were  wit,  talent,  and 
piety  joined,  and  at  the  early  age  of  forty- 
three  he  was  cut  off, — torn  from  domeftic 
joys,  from  the  bolbm  of  a  beloved,  tender, 
and  faithful  wife." 

The  pi6lure  was  genuine;  it  accorded 
with  the  Marquis's  feelings;  a  tear  trembled 
on  his  eyelid;  he  turned  from  the  idol  of 
his  heart  to  hide  it. 

"  Yes,"  continued  Lady  Middleton, 
'*  the  woods,  the  groves,  the  lowly  fhrubs, 
the  beauteous  plants  collected  from  different 
parts  of  the  globe,  here  remain  ;  they  Qioot,- 
they  grow  with  vigour,  nouriQied  in  the 
foil  that  once  was  blefled  to  call  this  man 
of  real  tafte  its  Lord. — What  an  admirable 
ftudy  for  the  human  heart  is  here!" 

The  accounts  Lady  Middleton  had  re- 
ceived of  Mr.   Fairfax's  beneficence  from 
I  2  her 
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her  agent,  who  had  been  among  the  tenantr}^ 
gave  her  the  higheft  idea  of  him.  He  let 
the  eftate,  when  he  came  of  age,  for  haif  its 
value 5  he  received  the  propofals  of  all  his 
old  tenants,  fignif3nng  to  them  that,  though 
he  was  a  very  young  man,  he  was  not  un- 
acquainted with  the  rent  he  ought  to  be 
offered;  at  the  fame  time  it  was  his  vvifn 
that  every  man  fhould  take  care  that  a 
defire  of  living  on  the  farm  that  was  en- 
joyed by  his  anceflors  fliould  not  induce 
him  to  offer  more  than  he  could  pay  with 
eafe,  and  grow  rich  upon. 

They  were  charmed  with  fuch  generous 
confiderations,  and  gave  in  their  offers, 
which,  upon  cafting  up,  he  found  his  eflate, 
inftead  of  two  thoufand,  was  raifed  to  four 
thoufand  per  annum.  He  told  them  they 
had  offered  well,  and  afked  if  they  would 
not  raife  a  little.  They  replied  they  had 
bid  the  value. 

"  Well,  my  friends,"  faid  he,  "  1  confent  j 

I  find 
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I  find  I  am  a  richer  man  than  I  thought 
I  was ;  let  me  have  all  your  old  leafes ;  you 
ihall  have  new  ones  according;  to  your 
wiOies.'*    And  they  departed  in  high  fpirits. 

Mr.  Fairfax  had  the  leafes  drawn  at  the 
old  rents,  and  when  they  came  to  fign — 
"  Here,"  faid  he,  "  my  father  lived  on 
two  thoufand  a  year,  and  I  don*t  fee  why  I 
(hould  not  do  the  fame; — here  are  your  new 
leafes  drawn  from  the  old  ^  enjoy  your  farms 
at  the  fame  rate  you  have  always  paid, 
and  remember  you  are  to  confider  me  a 
friend  to  every  good  hian  among  you." 

Here  was  an  early  promife  of  future 
worth  ;  and  the  chara6ler  he  has  left  behind 
fhews  that  he  improved  in  virtue  as  he  in- 
creafed  in  years. 

Filled  with   admiration  and  delight,  they 

left   Oakley   Park,  an^i  the  fourteenth  d.iy 

from   that  of  their  departure  they  arrived 

at   Ankerwick    Caftle,  after  an    cxcjrfion 

1 3  highly 
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highly  produ6live  of  pleafure  and  Improve- 
ment ;  and  Lady  Middleton  had  the  happieft 

prefentiment    that     Mademoilelle    M » 

would  not  be  thought  unworthy  of  being  the 
reprefentative  of  this  amiable  man;  there 
was  nothing  wanting,  within  the  ability  of 
care  and  attention,  to  lead  a  genius  and 
difpOiition  fo  fruitful  in  the  right  way; 


«'  To  rear  the  tender  thought 


"  To  teach  the  young  idea  ho'.v  to  fiioot, 

**  To  pour  the  frefh  inftrudllon  o'er  the  mind." 

Mr,  Beaumont  and  Mr.  Henry  fet  off 
for  the  Abbey  the  day  after  their  arrival; 
and  the  tv/enty-fixth  of  Qdober  being  the 
day  fixed  on  for  the  marriage,  which  was 
to  be  private,  as  was  before  obferved, 
the  Devon  family  and  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Middleton,  with  the  young  Charles,  their 
fon,  were  the  only  addition  to  the  party^ 
except  Mr.  Wilmot,  who  almoft  lived  at 
Ankerwick  Caftle. 

Lord  Seal  fignificd  to  Lady  Middleton 

his. 
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his  intention  of  being  with  her  to  breakfaft; 
and,  as  he  fliould  bring  Lord  Sandford, 
begged  that  ihe  and  Mr.  Beaumoftt  alone 
fhould  be  prefent  at  the  meeting  between 
his  Ton  and  Lady  Sandford. 

Breakfafl  was  accordingly  ordered  in  the 
coffee- room  for  five,  and  Lady  Middleton,. 
with  Lady  Sandford,  at  a  little  paft  ten  re- 
paired thither. 

With  a  beating  heart  poor  Lady  Sand- 
ford, in  all  her  native  grace  and  beauty, 
waited  the  long  expecfled  meeting  with  a 
fhare  of  timidity  not  to  be  dcfcribed. 
Strengthened  and  fupported  by  the  wife 
counfels  of  Laly  Middleton,  fhe  became 
more  calm  by  the  time  they  arrived  ;  and 
yet  when  the  door  opened,  and  they  were 
announced,  fhe  funk  on  a  couch,  her  hmbs 
refufed  the  necelTary  fupport  to  her  body, 
and  (lie  nearly  fainted. 

Lady  Middleton  addrefTel  Lord  Sandford 
I  4  with 
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with  fuch  a  degree  of  relative  familiarity  and 
afTcdlion  as  at  once  relieved  him  from  the 
greateft  degree  of  embarralTment;  and 
leading  him  to  Lady  Sandford — "  Here, 
my  charming  fiiend,  is  my  repentant  coufm; 
look  upon  him  with  the  eye  of  tender  for- 
givenels — never  refled  on  the  paft/* 

"  And  here,  my  fon,"  faid  Lord  Seal, 
*'  I  givQ  you  a  woman  who  confers  the 
greatefl-  honour  on  you  and  your  family. — 
Oh  m.ay  you  m.ake  her  as  happy  as  fiie 
deferves  r* 

Lord  Sandford  took  her  hand ;  he  flood 
filently  gazing  on  her  face.  She  faid  not 
a  word;  they  both  looked  at  each  other; 
the  big  tear  trembled  in  both  their  eyes; 
lie  turned,  at  length,  to  Lady  Middleton, 
then  to  his  father,  and  holding  ftill  the 
hand  of  Lady  Sandford—*'  Does  (lie  for- 
give her  Sandford,''  faid  he,  throwing  him- 
felf  at  her  feet,  "  fuch  long,  fuch  cruel 
negled?" 


He 
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He  put  his  head  en  her  knees,  and  tears 
rolled  faft  down  the  cheeks  of  both  3  he 
then  grafped  both  her  hands,  and  prefTing 
them  a  thoufand  times  with  fervour  to 
his  lips — "  Pronounce  my  pardon/'  faid 
he,  ^'  or  I  rife  no  more!** 

*'  Then  rife  this  moment,'*  faid  (he; 
"  you-iS-Te  fully  pardoned." 

'•'  BleiTed  be  thefe  dear  lips  that  have 
brought  fuch  fweet  confolation  to  me !  Ah, 
my  love!  thy  Sandford  is  now  returninf^ 
with  humiii-y  to  virtue,  and  feels  eternal 
regret  that  he  ever  forfook  it !  Confcious  of 
m^y  errors,  I  look  with  pleafure  on  the  tixe 
I  Ihall  be  confidered  as  worthy  of  that  for- 
givenefs  I   can  hardly  at  prefent  expect.*' 

''  Sandford!"  faid  (he. 

The  name  died  away  as  (he  uttered  it; 
her  head  funk  on  his  bofoni,  and,  thou:  -li 
ihe  did  not  faint,  the  Icene  wis  t<'0 
much  for  her;  (lie  remaned  fb;r.e-t?n.e 
totally  unable  to  more  or  fpeak.  ^^  ^. 
flie  recovered,  a  j-yiul   reconci'iatioi. 

I  5  iLuc 
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place  juil  as  Mr.  Beaumont  entered  the- 
room. 

The  meeting  between  him  and  Lord 
Sandford  was,  as  itfliould  be,  mutually  cor- 
dial and   fincere.       The   fecret  of   Made^ 

rnoifelle    M ,    if  the   reader  recolleds, 

bad  been  confined  to  the  faijiily,  including 
Lord  Lovefdale:  —  Lady  Sandford  was  kept 
in  total  ignorance;  through  delicacy  towards 
her  it  was  thought  mod  expedient  that  they 
ihould    appear   perfect    ftrangers   to    each 

odicr.       Both    Madenjoifelle    M and 

Lord  Sandford  were  prepared  accordingly ^ 
and  when  he  was  formally  introduced  to  her, 
with  the  reft  of  the  company  that  were  un- 
known to  him,  there  was  a  backward  timi- 
dity in  his  manner  that  Ihewed  his  feelings  j 
and  as*  (he  looked  upon  him  mcdedy 
coloured  her  cheek,  but  confcious  innocence 
foon  removed  the  agitation,  and  all  was 
again  as  it  (liould  be  in  a  mind  that  knew 
no  ill.'' 

Billiards 
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Billiards  and  tennis  amufed  the  gentle- 
men till  dinner.  Lady  Middleton  retired, 
and  remained  the  whole  of  the  morning 
alone.  About  five  o'clock  fhe  and  Lady 
Sandford,  Mrs,  Markham,  and  Mademoifelie 

M entered   the  drawing-room.     Lady 

Middleton  was  dreffed  in  white;  pure  and 
fpotlefs  was  the  garb  ot  this  enchanting 
woman — perfed:lya  type  of  her  angelic  mind; 
her  air  was  grave  though  cheerful;  her  man- 
ner impreff^d  the  idea  of  refledion;  Hie 
feemed  to  have  ftudied  the  awful  ftue  Hie 
was  entering  into;  and  the  folemnicy  that 
liad  taken  polfedion  of  her  foul  was  gently 
vanilhing  by  degrees,  from  the  .  hoj  e  of 
future  happinels.  The  admiration  ihe  ex- 
cited in  every  breaft,  as  Hie  entered,  was 
incrtaled  through  the  day  by  ihe  de- 
licacy and  juftnefs  of  every  look,  every 
word.  She  had  the  pov.er  of  leading 
the  converfation  without  appearing  to 
do  fo,  and  imperceptibly  duecled  thz 
thoughts  of  the  whole  party  on  topics 
that  engaged  their  attention,  and  by  hr 
1-  6  unccmmca 
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uncommon  powers  caufed  the  day  to  be 
paffed  without  either  that  duhiefs  that 
tires,  or  the  hilarity  that  offends.  If  the 
love,  admiration,  and  refped  flie  had  ever 
infpired  could  have  increaied,  her  manner 
this  day  ferved  to  do  fo;  for  fhe  mingled 
referve  and  gaiety,  dignity  and  fimiUarit}', 
with  fuch  a  nicety  of  diftinction,  that  it 
was  a  dubious  point  whether  fhe  charmed 
n:ofh  by  beauty  or  refinement  of  under- 
ilanding. 

Lady  Sandford  was  an  obje6l  very  worthy 
of  general  admiration.  We  have  before 
fpoken  of  her  great  attradlions;  (lie  was 
not,  as  yet,  quite  nineteen,  and  her  manner 
was  marked  with  fuch  fuavity,  and  her 
countenance  with  fuch  fweet  fenfibility,  as 
formed  a  character  fo  interefting  it  was  im- 
poflible  to  know,  and  not  regard;  (he 
poffefied,  befides,  all  the  polifli  of  educa- 
tion, and  all  the  natural  attendants  on  high 
birth. 

The  ceremony    was   performed    in    the 

chapel, 

3 
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cbapel, which  was  iliaminated  mod  fuperbly; 
and  the  next  day  the  whole  party  fet  off 
for  the  Abbey  of  Devon,  where  they  re- 
mained three  days,  and  then  adjourned  to 
Waltham  Caftle.  ,    - 

This  caftle  (lands  boldly  on  a  hill,  and 
was.  built  for  defence  :  in  Cromwell's  time 
it  withftood  many  attacks,  and  its  prefent 
ftrength  feems  to  fet  time  at  defiance.  The 
Waltham  eftate  is  fomething  better  than 
twelve  thoufand  pounds  per  annum;  the 
grounds  are  indebted  to  Nature  for  beauty 
and  verdure,  but  the  woods  are  poor,  and 
the  whole  face  of  the  country  without  any 
objedt  to  engage  the  attention ;  and  when  you 
fay  it  abounded  with  game,  and  vaft  flocks 
and  herds  of  cattle,  you  muft  finiin  the 
defcription.  The  great-grandfather  of  Lady 
Middleton  made  great  imp:'ovement3  in  the 
houfe,  which  occupies  the  middle  of  the 
building,  and  forms  the  habitable  part  of 
the  caftle ;  the  two  great  towers  were  by 
him  cleared  within,  and  are  only  outward 

ornaments 
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ornaments  to  the  centre  of  the  building, 
which  reduced  the  vaftnefs  of  it  to  conveni- 
ence, without  taking  from  the  external  ap- 
pearance any  of  its  magnitude;  the  great 
gateway  and  vaft  court  remain,  as  belong- 
ing to  the  charader  of  this  ancient  flrudlure, 
but  is  made  cheerful  by  neatnefs,  without 
receiving  the  leafl  touch  from  the  hand  of 
modern  tafte  to  <ieform  the  original  inten^ 
tion  of  it;  the  apartments  in  the  houfe  are 
grand,  light,  and  convenient,  and  from  the 
dreary  look  of  the  country  for  many  miles 
you  are  at  once  ftruck  with  the  fheltered 
caftle,  that  invites  you  to  hofpitable  com- 
forts and  brilliant  magnificence.  The 
gravel  v/alks  feem  peculiarly  adapted  to  tlie 
feafon  of  the  year  that  John  Earl  of  Middle- 
ton  refided  here,  for  the  benefit  of  country 
fports ;  for  after  the  mofh  fevere  rain,  you 
may  walk  or  ride  for  many  miles  as  dry  as 
if  you  never  quitted  a  boarded  floor;  the 
ftony  gravel  they  are  form^ed  with  par'-'.kes 
of  the  copper  ore  fo  uncongenial  to  vegcta^ 
tion,  that  without  either  expence  or  trocole 

tti.y 
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they  always  preferve  a  look  of  neatnefs  and 
comfort, ib  much  enjoyed  by  thepedeftrian, 
and  alfo  the  equeftrian.  In  point  of  neigh- 
bourhood, a  few  fporting  lodges  were  all  it 
could  boaft. 

The  party  now  afTembled  wanted  no  ad- 
dition;— it  confided  of  twenty-two;  all  but 
Lord  Seal  and  the  Marquis  were  happy,  and 
they, appeared  fo.  The  evident  change  in 
Lord  Sundfbrd  gave  the  mod  inexprelTible 
pleafure  to  all  the  family;  every  body  was 
adonilhed  to  find  the  man  wlio  all  thougiit 
fbolifh,  iUiterate,  and  feif-fufficient,  was 
well-informed,  witty,  and  agreeable;  and 
Lady  Middleton,  who  wondered  at  tiiC 
pofTibility  of  any  woman  of  fenfe  liking 
hhn,  but  particularly  a  woman  of  fuch  re- 
finement as  Lady  Sandford,  was  furprifed 
to  tind  that  every  day  gradually  IcfTened 
her  unfavourable  opinion  of  him,  and  before 
they  were  three  weeks  inhabitants  of  the 
fame  manfion,  her  fcntiments  were  entirely 
changed:  all  that  unmeaning  gallantry,  and 

affectation 
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affedlation  of  foreign  manners — all  that  dif- 
Jike  to  his  native  country  and  its  inhabi- 
ta'  ts — all  that  fuperiority  which  he  feemed 
to  think  he  pofTefled  beyond  all  others,  wore 
off;  his  appearance  and  manners  were  quite 
different,  and  his  perfon  received  as  much 
benefit  as  his  m.ind  from  the  change;  his 
depoi'tment  was  cheerful  but  not  gay;  there 
was  a  latent  uneafinefs  that  gave  him  value 
in  the  eyes  of  all;  he  did  not  flippantly 
tlirow  off  all  retrofpeflion  to  paft  fcenes,  fo 
productive  of  mifery  to  him ;  his  manner  im- 
prelied  the  idea  that  they  were  frcfri  in  his 
memory;  his  conduct  to  Lady  Sandford 
was  what  it  fliould  be ;  he  appeared  to  feel  the 
injuries  flie  received  from  him,  which  he 
wifhed  to  obliterate  by  love  and  tender  re- 
fped;  and  his  friends  feemed  to  think  that 
there  was  not  a  doubt  of  his  doing  jufiice 
to  her  linccmmon  merit.  He  wrote  a  letter 
to  Mademoifelle  M — '■ — ,  expreilive  of  his 
deep  forrow  for  his  injurious  condu<fl,  and 
of  his  fupreme  faiisu.^iion  that  his  fchemes 
againil  her  had  proved  abortive;    entreated 

her 
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her  pardon,  her  full  forgivenefs;  thanked 
her  for  the  deHcacy  fhe  obferved  to  Lady 
Sandford,  of  whom  he  fpoke  in  high  pane- 
gyric, and  that  he  would  Iblicit  her  friend- 
fliip  as  the  greateft  honour,  when  he  was 
alTured  of  her  entire  forgetfuinefs  of  the 
paft. 

This  letter,  v.'hich  did  him  great  honour,, 
he  gave  Lady  Midd'cton  open,  the  day  after 
his  marriage,  telling  her  at  the  fame  time, 
he  took  the  liberty  of  making  her  the  mef- 

fenger,  as  Mademoifelle  M was  under 

her  protection. 

"  You,*'  fald  he,  *'  who  faved  her  from 
diftrefs,  and  (heltered  her  from  misfortune 
— who  reconciled  her  to  her  family,  a:id  are 
now  training  her  young  heart  after  your 
ov/n,  ought  to  know  ah  her  fecrcts^  Ihe 
lliould  receive  no  letters  unknown  to  her 
beft  friend." 

Thus  we  (ind   the  mod  difTipated   men 

becume 
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become  the  mcft  cautious  in  female  educa- 
tion; maflers  of  intrigue,  they  beft  know 
the  means  of  preventing  it.     He,  therefore, 

behaved  to  Mademoifeile  M with  all 

that  propriety  and  difbance  that  he  con- 
ceived the  nature  of  the  circumflances  re- 
quired :  in  fliort,  he  gave  entire  fatisfadion 
to  all. 


CHAP.  X, 


R.  Went  worth  joined  the  party  a  few 
days  after  they  arrived  at  Waltham,  and  a 
valuable  acquifition  they  found  him.  He 
was  charmed  with  Lady  Sandford,  but  Mift 
Wilmot  feemed  to  fix  him;  (lie  appeared 
to  be  no  lefs  {truck  with  him,  a^nd  this  was 

evidently 
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evidently  love  at  firft  fight.  They  were 
charadters  extremely  fimilar ;  eccentricity  is 
generally  rapid  in  decilion,  and  eccentricity 
belonged  to  both. 

Mr.  Wilmot  was  a  native  of  America — a 
man  of  found  fenfe  and  forefight  j  and  at  die 
beginning  of  the  jealoufy  with  the  mother- 
country,  he  confidcred  America  would  be 
for  a  long  time  a  very  difturbed  country, 
if  no  other  evil  were  to  be  dreaded.  He  was 
in  a  very  delicate  flate  of  health,  which 
totally  unfitted  him  for  taking  an  adive 
part,  if  his  principles  led  him  to  it  j  but 
he  was  a  Royalift,  and  to  take  the  field 
againft  his  relations  and  friends  he  found 
impofliblc ; — lie,  therefore,  at  a  very  early 
period  of  the  difTenfions,  came  to  the  refo- 
lution  of  felling  all  his  property,  and  quit- 
ting it- 
He  arrived  fafe  in  England,  with  all  his 
treafures,  four  children,  two  fons,  and  as  many 
daughters^  all  of  very  tender  age;  he  had 

buried: 


lS8  ANKERWICK    CASTLE. 

buried  a  irnjch  lamented  wife  the  year  be- 
fore. He  fettled  in  London,  where  he  re- 
mained for  five  years,  and  gave  up  the  whole 
of  his  time  to  his  children  ;  and  he  pur- 
chafed  an  eftate,  on  which  he  built  a 
houfe,  within  ten  miles  of  Ankerwick  Caille, 
where  he  lately  came  to  refide. 

They  were  juftly  eftcemed  a  very  agree- 
able family;  and  the  Mifs  Wihr.ots  were 
what  may  properly  be  called  people  of 
talent.  They  have  been  already  mentioned 
as  poffefling  theatrical  and  mufical  abilities; 
they  both  had  ready  wit  and  great  ani- 
mation, which  the  Americans  are  remark- 
able for;  their  perfons  were  above  the 
middle  ftature,  with  beautiful  and  regular 
features,  and  that  fort  of  light  brown  com- 
plexions Vv^hich,  when  accompanied  with 
fine  black  eyes,  never  fail  of  be^ng  ex- 
tremely agreeable.  Mifs  Wilmut  had  rather 
the  advantage  of  her  fiflier,  who  was  three 
years  younger,  and  to  whom  flie  was  a 
mother  as  well  as  filler;    her  converfation 

was 
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was  delicate,  and  flriking  when  difpofed  to 
raillery,  and  her  imagination  was  fubjeut  to 
flights  that  made  her  fociety  very  enter- 
taining and  much  fought  for  j  fhe  poflefTed 
a  fund  of  pleafantry,  but  Co  guarded  by  pro- 
priety, that  as"  flie  amufed,  (lie  alfo  gained 
efteem.  Fortune  feemed  to  have  taken  her 
under  her  particular  protedion  in  offering 
fuch  a  man  as  Mr.  Went  worth ;  lier  perfonal 
charms  (Iruck  him,  and  her  brilliant  mind 
fecured  the  conquefl. 

Mr.  Wilaiot  faw  the  attachment  with 
firicere  delight;  he  adored  his  daughter,  and 
could  not  vvifh  more  than  an  union  with 
Mr.  Wentworth,  with  whom  every  thing 
was  to  be  found  to  enfure  rational  happi- 
nefs.  He  intended  to  give  his  daughters 
fortunes  equal  to  his  Tons,  as  he  thought 
men  might  add  to  their  pofleflions  by 
chufipg  protelTions  fuited  to  their  genius. 
— "  But  women,"  he  would  fay,  "  arc 
from  nature  helpkfs;  they,  tiierefore,  require 

even 
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even  more;  and  were  my  property  lefs/*  he 
would  fay,  "  I  (hould  dedudl  from  my  fons, 
and  give  a  genteel  fupport  to  my  helplefs 
daughters,  that  if  they  fhould  never  marry, 
either  from  neceflity  or  inclination,  they 
might  live  as  became  their  ftation ;  and  if 
my  fons  liked  me  the  iefs  for  this  difliribu- 
tion,  it  would  not  raife  them  in  my  efteem 
or  opinion. — But  if  they  do  marry,  a  good 
fortune  entitles  them  to  a  good  fettlement ; 
and  there  again  the  advantages  are  great; 
for  it  is  pitiable  to  fee  a  woman,  who  has 
lived  in  fplendour,  by  the  death  of  a  be- 
loved hufband  precipitated  at  once  into 
widowhood  and  penary,  negle<5led  and  de- 
fpifed  by  thofe  who  but  a  Httle  time  before 
feafted  fumptuoufly  at  her  luxurious  and 
hofpitabie  board;  that  board  no  longer  fup- 
plied,  (he  fuiks  into  obfcurity,  all  her  worth 
and  many  virtues  dwindle  away,  and  flie 
finds  herfelf  thrown  off,  except  by  a  few, 
who  either  from  really  having  more  fenfibi- 
lity,  or  affedting  to  have  it,  call  on  her  now 
and  then  to  (hew  that  they  pity,  they  feel 

for 
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for  her  forlorn  fituation,  and  gratify  their 
love  of  talk  in  lamenting  her  wretchednefs 
in  half  a  hundred  morning  vifits,  made 
totally  for  that  purpofe.  My  daughters," 
he  wo'jld  fay,  *'  are  as  dear  to  me  as  my 
fons;  the  latter  can  fight  their  way  in  this 
changeable  and  uncertain  life,  but  it  is  the 
indifpenfable  duty  of  every  parent  to  look 
well  to  the  ellablifhment  of  the  more  tender 
{ex; — while  men  can  overcome  mountains, 
women  aie  checked  by  draws." 

This  good  man  gave  his  four  children 
fifteen  thouf^md  pounds  each  -,  and  his  eftates, 
purchafed  fmce  his  arrival  in  England,  were 
to  be  equally  divided  at  his  death. 

How  equitable,  how  juft  is  this  reafoning! 
how  productive  of  good  in  fociety  1 — How 
fad,  on  the  contrary,  is  it  to  reflect  that 
pride  too  generally  throws  into  the  lap  of  the 
eldeft  fon,  who  often  proves  the  leafl  worthy, 
the  principal  pOiIe3ions  of  the  family,  uhile 

worth, 
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worth,  virtue,  innocence,  and  talent  are 
left  with  too  fcanty  a  fupport  to  rank  in  a 
line  with  the  proud  and  haughty  heir. 

Mr.  Wilmot,  though  an  old  man,  was  a 
mofl  agreeable  and  inflrudtive  companion. 
Mr.  Wentworth  feemed  a  character  per- 
fectly congenial  to  him ;  they  bodi  ihone 
by  fetting  off  each  other's  excellencies. 
Lady  Matilda's  fpirits  feemed  quite  fled, 
and  Mifs  Wilmot's  to  fucceed  her  in  that 
gaiety  and  pleafantry  her  Ladyfhip  had 
been  fo  remarkable  for. 

''  Do  you  know,  Madam,**  faid  (he 
to  the  Duchefs  of  Devon,  "  that  all  our 
circle  are  in  love  with  the  elegant  Melville, 
except  Lady  Matilda  Summers;  and  I  have 
been  this  morning  calling  her  tafte  very 
much  in  quefliion,  for  undoubtedly  he  is  one 
of  the  moll  charming  fellows  I   know; — but 

here  he  comes,  and   Mademoifelle  M 

will  join  me  in  taking  him  to  pieces.— Come 
now,  my  Lord,'V  turning  to  Lord  Melville, 

"  you 
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"  you  muft  ftand  to  be  criticized  by  all 
the  connoifTcurs  in  beauty;  your  face  and 
pcrfon  have  been  produ6live  of  the  warmeH: 
difj^utes  among  the  female  world  of  Walt- 
ham  Caftle,  and  her  Grace  of  Devon  is  to 
fit  in  judgment,  and  decree  according  to  our 
reports.  To  begin. — We  all  agree,  except 
Lady  Matilda,  that  you  are  exadly  the  true 
criterion  in  ftature;  her  Ladydiip  thinks  you 
too  tall,'*  looking  archly  at  Lady  Matilda; 
"  your  fine  hair,  like  Apollo's,  fhadows  in 
luxurious  treffes  your  fine  manly  counte- 
nance; then  your  eyes,  your  no'e,  your 
mouth,  your  teeth,  your  chin,  we  all  pro- 
nounce matchlefs,  except  Lady  Matilda. — 
Upon  my  word  your  Ladyfliip  is  very  hard 
to  be  pleafed. — Don't  you  think  (he  is,  my 
I.ord?" 

Sht  then  covered  her  face  with  her  hand, 

and  hurrying  Mademoifelle  M out  cf 

the  room,  away  they  ran,  and  left  Lord 
Melville    (landing     in    the    midft   loft    in 

VOL.  n.  K  amazement. 
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amazement.  Lady  Matilda  in  the  greated: 
confufion,  and  all  the  reft  in  fits  of  laughter. 

Confclence  makes  cowards  of  us  all. — 
Lady  Matilda,  though  quick  at  reply,  was 
unable,  from  fome  caiife  or  other,  not  eafy 
to  be  divined,  to  fay  one  word ;  when  Mr. 
Henry  came  into  the  room,  begging  to 
know  what  could  be  the  matter  with  Made- 

moifelle  M and  Mifs  Wilmot,  for  that 

he  had  met  them  running  through  the  hall 
with  fuch  bufy  importance  in  their  looks 
and  manner,  he  was  fure  there  was  fomething 
in  agitation. 

"  I  don't  know,  upon  my  foul,'*  replied 
Lord  Melville,  who  ftill  occupied  the 
middle  of  the  room. 

"  Why,  what  is  the  matter;  my  Lord?" 

*'  Pray  afk  her  Grace  of  Devon,"  an- 
fwereJ  his  Lordfhip. 

"  No,"  laid  the  Duchefs,  "  afk  Lady 
Matilda." 

"  Nay,"  faid  Lady  Matilda,  getting  up, 

and 
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and  quitting  the  room  in  •  the  greateft  con- 
fufion,  ''  I  am  fure  I  know  nothing  of  the 
matter." 

"  I  believe/'  faid  Mr.  Henry  to  the 
Duchefs,  "  I  had  better  go  after  Mifs  Wil- 
mot,  and  afk  her." 

"  I  fancy  that  will  be  the  bed  way/* 
faid  Mrs.  Markham. 

Lord  Melville,  as  if  roufcd  by  fonie 
unknown  feeling,  ftruck  his  hand  on  his 
forehead,  and  quitted  the  room.  The  Mar- 
quis looked  at  Lady  Middleton,  in  whofe 
face  he  thought  he  perceived  as  much  fur- 
prife  at  the  ierious  manner  Lord  Melville 
took  this  giddy  Right  of  Mils  ^Vllmo:'s ; 
and  as  he  was  confcious  of  his  feelings, 
his  varying  cheek  fpoke  n:ore  eloquently 
his  fenfations  than  he  wilhed  (liould  be  feen; 
and  complaining  of  cold,  he  (lirred  up  the 
fire,  to  hide  it  from  the  penetrating  eye  of 
his  cliarmin:^  friend. 

Lady  Middleton  liad  long  thought  the 
K  2  condudl 
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condudt  of  Lord  Melville  very  extraordi- 
nar)^     It  is  eafy  to  dlfcover  genuine  love; 
every   look,    every  word    fpeak    the  heart 
really  att^tChed ;  it  did  To  in  every  feature  of 
Lord  Melville,  yet  he  feemed  gloomy  and 
uneafy,  penfive,  and  loft  in  thought  and  care ; 
a  latent  unhappinefs  evidently  preyed  on  him; 
mafter  of  his  own  adions,  and  a  very  large 
fortune,  highly  efteemed  by  the  Vv^orld,  and 
pofieiling   a    rnind    copiouily    ftored    with 
knowledge  and  virtue,  there  was  fomething 
wonderfully  unaccountable  in  his  frequent 
fits  of  defpondence.  He  wa^  ndver  a  moment 
from  Lady  Matilda;  and   on  the  inftant  of 
apparent  tranquillity  and  delight,  in   con* 
verfe  with  the  woman  on  whom  he  feemed 
to  dote,  he  would  often  ftart  from  his  feat, 
and  fuddenly  leave   the   room,  and  on  his 
return  traces  of  agitation  and  mifery  were 
always  vilible  on  his  countenance. 

Lady  Matilda  felt  all  the  partiality  for 
him   he    could   delire,    and    his    lutferings 

endeared 
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endeared  him  to  her;   at  the  fame  time  (lie 
imbibed  a  great  (hare  of  his  melancholy. 

Fortune  is  fometimes  jealous  of  the  juf- 
tice  doiie  to  merit  -,  fhe  feemed  to  repent  of 
the  benefits  conferred  on  this  her  favounte, 
and  mixing:  fomethino;  bitter  in  the  cud  of 
his  fate,  llie  refolved  to  take  from  him  a 
portion  of  that  happinefs  fhe  at  firfl:  gave 
him  every  promife  be  Ihould  enjoy. 

On  account  of  no  form  being  obferved 
at   Wahha:-n   Caftle,    but  every   body  left 
to    the    amufements    of   their    o;vn    fancy, 
the  whole  party  were  very  rarely  collected 
together,  except  during  meals;  and  it  v\as 
at  breakfaft  the  following  morning  that  they 
came  to  a  knowledge   of  the  departure  of 
Lord  Melville.     He  had  not  faid  a  word  of 
his  intention  to  Lady  Matilda,  and  only  told 
Mr.  Henry  he  Ihould  take  it  as  the  greateft 
favour  if  he  v.'ould  make  his  excufe  to  Mr. 
Beaumont  and  Lady  Mi'Jdleton,  and  inform 
them  that  ludden  and  indifpenfablc  bufmefs 
K  3  drew 
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drew  him  from  a  fociety  where  alone  he  could 
be  happy;  and  prefTing  Mr.  Henry's  hand 
with  the  mod  fervent  warmth,  he  ftepped 
into  his  carriage,  and  departed. 

All  the  company  feemed  aflonifhed  at 
his  fudden  departure  without  fpeaking  of 
his  intention.  The  Marquis  bit  his  lip, 
but  foon  recovering  himfelf — *'  What  could 
have  drove  Melville  from  us  r'*  faid  he. 

"  He  received  letters  yefterday/*  faid 
Lord  Sandford. 

"  They  might  have  imparted  the  necef- 
fity  of  going  fo  abruptly/'  faid  Mrs.  Mark- 
ham,  "  and  we  fhall  foon  fee  him  again." 

Lady  Matilda  turned  pale,  and  after 
breakfafl  ihe  retired  to  her  room.  She  felt 
no  extravagance  of  anger,  but  a  laflitude 
ofdefpair  difFufed  itfelf  over  her  foul;  llie 
fat  down,  and  faw  from  her  window  the 
road  he  mufl  have  taken. 

"He  flies  me!"  faid  flie.  "Ah  Melville! 

you 
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you  are  unhappy,  and  can  I  complain  ? 
Some  fad  fecret  lies  heavy  at  your  heart, 
and  the  pleafing  fcenes  in  which  I  have  fuf- 
fered  my  imagination  to  wander,  fuddenly 
difappear  as  by  the  povver  of  enchantment, 
and  my  fun  of  happinefs  fets  never  more 
to  rife/' 

Jn  this  temper  of  mind  Lady  MidJleton 
found  her;  and  by  juft  reafoning,  aiid  the 
influence  of  that  warm  friendfhip  that  fub- 
fifled  in  fo  fubhme  a  degree  between  the.Tt, 
reftored  her  to  a  flate  of  placid  calmnefs, 
v;hich,  in  her  prefent  fituation  and  uncer- 
tainty, was  all  that  could  be  looked  for. 

The  return  of  Lord  Melville  the  follow- 
ing week  reftorcd  her  entirely;  and  account- 
ing for  the  fuddennefs  of  his  departure  and 
return,  very  much  to  the  fatisfadion  or  all 
concerned  therein,  peace  and  happineis  again 
reigned  with  double  fway  in  the  hearts  of 
thole  io  latCiy  dcprelled. 

K  4  Mr, 


200  AKKERWICK    CASTLE. 

Mr.  Went  worth  was  now  obliged  to  re- 
turn to  towni  and  after  his  departure  Lord 
Melville  was  unmercifully  witty  on  poor 
Mifs  Wilmot.  She  was  not  yet,  however, 
fo  very  far  gone  in  her  pafiion  for  Mr. 
Wentvvorth,  as  to  prevent  her  retorting 
with  much  pleafantry  on  his  LordQiip,  the 
Hate  of  whofe  fpirics,  though  the  caufe 
w%s  unknown,  did  not  permit  him  to  come 
off  at  the  bed  fide ;  he  was  doubly  dif- 
tanced  in  almofl  every  contefl,  fo  that  he 
at  length  gave  it  up  all  together,  to  the 
infinite  delight  of  Lady  Malilda,  who  was 
not  able  to  overcome  certain  fenfations  that 
totally  prevented  her  from  joining  in  the 
raillery,  though  on  all  other  occahons  the 
was  the  firft  in  fuch  pleafantries. 

Mr.  Williams,  with  three  of  his  gay 
companions,  all  men  of  very  diiiblute  prin- 
ciples, arrived  at  Waltham  Caftle  j  they  were 
going  down  to  a  hunting  feat  ot  his  about 
thirty  miles  below  the  Caille,  and  his  coach 
was  ovcrfet  a  little  way  from  it,  by   which 

accident 
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accident  the  perch  was  broke.  In  this 
dilemma  a  council  was  called  to  determine 
on  the  befl  plaa  to  be  adopted.  The  .veather 
was  very  fevere  ;  a  great  quantity  of  Ihow, 
that  had  fallen  the  preceding  evcnin:T,  made 
it  impoiTible  to  walk;  riding  on  ho'-feback 
was  ftill  more  nnpleafant  and  danger-jus — 
befides,  they  had  only  the  coach-hories  and 
one  nag,  whicli  the  footman  rode;  it  was 
feven  miles  to  the  next  l1a2;e,  and  evenins; 
was  clofing  in  faft.  Mr.  Williams  pro- 
pofed  going  to  Waltliam  Caftle;— it  was 
not  what  he  would  have  exactly  wifhed; 
he  did  not,  befides,  think  himfelf  fulHci- 
entiy  intimate  with  Mr.  Beaumont  and 
Lady  Middleton,  to  take  three  gentlemen 
who  were  utter  ftrangcrs  to  them  ;  he 
thought  it  a  very  awkward  bufinefs,  but 
knew  not  what  elfe  to  do  to  relieve  them. 

"  That  blockhead  Melville  is  there,  to 

be  furc,"  faid  he,  *«  whining  his  heart  out 

lor    that    proud,    affected,    taftelefs    h-idy 

Matilda  Summers  ;  we  iliali  die,  Temple,  of 

K  5  valours. 
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vapours,  and  fhall  ftarve  after  our  fatigues  — 
Two  bottles  eacl),  after  this  curfed  cold  ride> 
would  be  too  little  for  us;  and  amonaft 
all  the  fandified  fet  we  (hall  not  get  as 
many  glafles. — I  hate  to  drink  when  it  is 
not  the  fafliion  of  the  houie;  and  a  parcel 
of  boardino;-fchool  MiiTes  would  drink  as 
much  as  all  the  men  now  at  the  Caftle.— 
Sandford  himfelf  never  loved  the  bottle, 
though  he  is  a  damned  fellow  at  moft 
of  the  other  luxuries  of  life. — What  in 
nature  could  poiTefs  him  to  fhackle  him- 
felf with  a  wife?" 

"  Come,  come,"  faid  Mr.  Temple, 
"  determine  quickly,  my  good  fellow,  for 
damn  m.e  if  it  would  not  be  almoft  as 
well  to  be  married  ourfelves  as  to  continue 
in  this  cold  place  another  half  hour. — I 
would  change  my  coach  maker,  Williams, 
or  my  coachm^an,  for,  damn  me,  your 
carriages  are  always  breaking  down ; — you 
never  buy  a  new  one." 

*'  Not  often,"  faid  Mr.  Williams,  drily, 
who  did  ^not  much  reliQi  the  idea  of  taking 

5  ^"y 
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any  of  his  three  friends  into  the  circle  of 
Waltham  Caflle,  but  it  was  unavoidable; 
and,  therefore,  very  much  out  of  humour 
at  the  accident,  and  ftill  more  fo  at  the 
necclTiCy  of  intruding  on  Mr.  Beaumont 
and  Lady  Middleton,  they  marched  one 
after  the  other  in  do'eful  dumps,  and 
reached  Waitham  Caftle  juft  as  the  whole 
family  were  afiembled  in  the  drawing-room 
previous  to  dinner. 

Mr.  Beaumont  and  Lord  Melville  went 
out  of  the  VQom  the  moment  they  were 
informed  of  the  accident  that  caufed  their 
arris-al;  and  a  very  polite  reception,  and 
coraial  inv'itation  to  ieel  themfelves  quite 
at  home,  reconciled  thefe  gentlemen  a  little 
to  the  dull  hours  they  were  forced  to  Ipend 
in  a  circle  fo  very  different  from  that  they 
expedled  to  have  enjoyed  that  night  at 
Frederic  Lodge.  They  begged  leave  to 
ciiange  their  drefs,  as  the  inow  had  pene- 
trated quite  through  their  boots.  They 
were  inmiediately  ihewn  to  a  room  for  that 
K  6  purpofe  ; 
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purpofe;  and  when  Mr.  Beaumont  men- 
tioned the  names  of  the  gentlemen,  at  that 
of  Temple  poor  Lord  Seal  and  Lady  Ann 
turned  quite  pale,  and  Lady  Middleton 
thought  the  accident  a  very  crofs  one  in- 
deed, that  obliged  fuch  men  to  take  refuge 
from  the  fcverity  of  the  weather  in  their 
fociety;  however,  it  was  unavoidable,  and 
politenefs  made  it  abfoiutely  neceffary  to 
alk  them,  to  prolong' their  ftay. 

They  had  ordered  two  poft-carriagcs  from 
the  next  ftage,  to  be  at  Walt  ham  Caflle 
at  twelve  o'clock  the  next  day  ;  but  the 
great  fall  of  fnow  made  it  impoffible 
for  a  carriage  to  run.  Befides,  there  vras 
but  one  at  hom.e — the  other  had  gone  out 
the  day  before,  and  could  not^  return  i  and 
it  was  not  until  the  fifth  day  that  they  were 
enabled  to  fet  off  on  foot,  by  a  hard  fro  ft 
coming  on,  which  bound  the  fnow,  and 
madb  it  good  walking :  but  a  bright  fun 
and  clear  Iky  promifed  fair  for  m.aking 
their  walk  to  Frederic  Lodge,  which  was 

thirty 
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thirty  miles,   a  very  pleafant  one;    fo  that 
tliey  propofed  getting  there  the  fecond  day. 

Their  departure  was  a  very  great  relief 
to  the  whole  party,  but  particularly  to 
Lady  Sandford  and  Mademoiielle  M . 

Mr.  Williams  at  lad  found  himfelf  in 
exactly  the  fame  predicament  as  his  friend 
Lord  Meiviiie; — conicious  of  the  charms 
of  beauty,  and  paiTionately  in  love  with 
Lady  Sandford,  her  being  married  was  a 
circumftance  of  too  little  moment  to  beflow 
a  thought  on,  and  he  gave  himfelf  up  to  as 
violent  a  paffion  as -if  it  was  fanctioned  by 
propriety  and  honour. 

Temple,  ever  wary,  and  deep  in  his 
fchemes,  kept  his  fentiments  to  himlelf;  and 
before  he  left  VVaitham  Caftle,  he  deter- 
mined .on  the  delliudion  of  Mademoifclle 
M ,  whofe  candour,  vivacity,  and  inno- 
cence induced  him  to  think  her  a  very 
eafy    prey.      He    had   contrived   to   make 

vciy 
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very  great  advances  during  his  fliort  ftay, 
which  (he  was  too  hap|.y  ^^nd  too- gay  to  take 
any  notice  of,  except  by  laughing  at  them, 
and  that  over,  they  ;  ever  recurred  to  her 
memory;  nor  did  the  flighted  thought  of 
the  four  gentleiiien,  horn  the  moment  ilie 
faw  them  no  more,  until  i1ie  met  them  again 
in  London,  ever  iiitrude  after  her  tciUng 
Lady  Middleton  the  day  of  their  departure. 
She  v«ras  delighted  they  were  gone,  for  they 
were  by  far  the  moft  diiagreeable  men  llie 
had  eVer  leen. 

"  They  are  not  faited,  Mademoifelle, 
either  to  your  fancy  or  mine/'  faid  Lady 
Middleton;  *^  they  are  not  jufl:  the  fort  of 
men  I  fliould  wifh  for  the  acquaintance  of 
my  charming  young  friend ;  and  I  think  it 
very  unfortunate  they  have  been  prefented 
to  you,  as  hereafter  you  cannot  forbid  their 
knowledge  of  you,  thouiih  it  may  be  produc- 
tive of  many  difadvanrages  in  the  eye  of  the 
world :  for  Mr.  Temple  is  one  of  the  moft 
diilipated  and  vicious  libertines  of  the  age." 

**   He 
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*'  He  is  every  thing  that  is  abominable, 

I  believe,"    replied   Mademoifelle  M . 

*'  Lord  Melville  telL  me  he  is  thought  very- 
hand  fome,  but  to  me  he  is  frightful;  there 
is  fomethine  fo  bold  in  his  look,  and  fo  free 
in  his  manner,  he  quite  difgufls  me — fo 
very  unlike  all  the  reft  of  the  men  of  my 
acciuaintance." 

Mr.  Beaumont  was  pleafed  that  iVIr.  Wil- 
liams, the  friend  of  Lord  Melviiic,  (though 
that  he  was  his  ftiend,  all  who  knew  his 
Lordfiiip  were  furprifed  at),  and  the  other 
gentlemen  Ihiould  have  arrived;  as  the  in- 
clemency of  the  feafon,  k  being  now  ilie 
beginning  of  December,  deprived  them 
of  all  enjoyment  frcm  without,  and  he 
hoped  that  variety,  though  nothing  could 
be  well  expeded  from  their  addition  to  the 
party,  vv'ould  have  a  good  effed  on  the 
fpirits  of  Lord  Melville  and  the  Marqiiis. 
They  were  men  of  the  frceft:  fentiments  and 
manners  ;  and  though  Lady  Middlctcn 
didiked   them  exceed inelv,  fhe  was  one  of 
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thofe  few  who  did  not  think  wealth  and 
rank  fuperfede  the  neceflit)^  of  affabiiity 
and  politenefs,  and  a  feemlng  wifli  to  pleafe 
even  thofe  v/ho  are  not  agreeable  to  us. 

The  four  gentlemen  had  been  provided 
with  poles  with  iron  fpikes  fixed  in  the  end; 
and  as  they  journied  on,  the  tiioughts  of 
two  of  the  four  were  very  differently  occu- 
pied:— Williams  was  lofl  in  admiration  of 
Lady  Sandford ;  he  was  at  la(l  caught  in  a 
ferious  attachment ;  he  envied  Sandford, 
and  no  longer  wondered  at  his  becoming  a 
Benedict ;  he  was  fated  to  envy  him  dill 
more,  for  his  hopes  were  blafted  in  the  bud ; 
he  feared  her  too  virtuous,  too  prudent  to 
fufFer  his  aiTiduitles,  and  he  defpaired  of 
touching  her  heart.  He  refolved,  however, 
to  go  to  London  immediately,  get  his  houfe 
in  Piccadilly  new  furnifhed,  and  endeavour, 
by  giving  fplendid  balls,  &c.  &c.  and 
being  conlfantly  of  their  parties,  through 
Lord  Melville^  to  leave  nothing  undone  to 
foften  her. 

**  Oh 
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"  Oh  ye  Gods!*'  he  would  fay,  *'  a  trip 
to  the  Continent  with  fuch  a  charming 
companion  —  yes,  that  would  be  worth 
living  for  !*' 

Mr.  Temple  had  many  affairs  on  his 
hands; — Lady   Mary  Berkley  was  his  laft 

favourite — rMademoifelle    M was   his 

prefent ;  and  while  Mr.  Williams  was  new- 
furniQnnghis  houfe,  laying  out  in  his  mind's 
eye  the  moft  elegant  entertainments,  with 
all  of  faQiion  about  him,  to  entangle  the 
affections  of  the  amiable  Lady  Sandford, 
Mr.  Temple  had  fettled  a  plan  of  fed udion 
he  never  knew  to  have  failed  him,  and  longed 
for  the  period  that  lliould  enfure  him  what 
he  confidered  a  very  eafy  matter  to  accom- 
plifh.  He  dreaded  Lady  Mid.deton — vir- 
tue and  vice  never  aiTimilate;  but  he  com- 
forted himiclf  with  the  idea  of  the  alTulaac 
he  Hiould  have  in  Lady  Mary  Berkley. 

The  other  two  gentlemen  added  more  to 
the   pleafure  of  the  eye  than    the  und.T- 

ftanding; 
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ftandihg;  they  were  conClant  companions 
of  Mr.  Williams,  becaufe  he  did  not  like 
to  live  alone; — but  they  were  infipid  cha- 
raders,  who  ferved  to  drink  his  wine,  ap- 
plaud his  wit,  and  join  in  his  fports.  Thefe 
were  the  only  advantages  that  could  be 
derived  from  their  fociety;  and  as  he  found 
it  a  very  difficult  matter  -to  have  his  houfe 
filled  when  he  was  at  home  with  men  ex- 
aftly  fuited  to  his  tafl-e,  he  fatisfied  L-imfelf 
with  Mr.  F and  Mr.  R ,  and  re- 
quired no  more  of  them  than,  they  were 
capable  of  bellowing. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.    XI. 


JL  HE  .  pedeftrians  arrived  at  Frederic 
Lodge  with  little  zed  for  the  amufements 
that  were  in  waiting  for  them;  and  the  fol- 
lowing week  they  let  off  Br  London,  Mr. 
Williams  having  put  off  fome  gentlemen 
who  had  engaged  themlelves  to  hunt  with 
him,  on  pretence  of  unexpected  bullnefs; — 
bufinefs  indeed  he  had,  but  of  his  own 
making.  The  fancy  is  ever  leading  us 
aftray;  better  had  they  followed  the  chace 
at  Frederic  Lodge,  than  purfued  the  wild- 
goofe  one  they  were  leading  themfelves  into, 
as  will  appear  hereafter. 

Mr,  Temple  thought  every  day  a  century 

until 
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until  he  favv  Lady  Mary,  to  learn  the  cha- 

rader  of  Mademoifelle  M ;   and  Mr. 

Williams  thought  time  dragged  heavily  on 
until  he  got  his  fine  houfe  in  town  new 
modelled,  to  wr.ich  he  invited  his  fiiler,  a 
widow,  who  had  been  his  favourite,  and 
really  fuch  a  woman,  Vv^hofe  brilliancy  of 
wit,  joined  to  the  flridlefl  propriety  of 
manner,  would  draw  together  to  his  houfe 
both  the  learned  and  the  great  j  for  with- 
out her  afliPiance  he  thought  there  would 
be  fome  difiiculty  in  getting  the  firfl  circle 
to  frequent  his  galas.  He  had  a  fine  eftate, 
and  large  fums  in  the  funds,  which  had 
been  laved  during;  his  minority;  he  had 
never  played,  and  he  found  his  fortune  more 
than  fLfR.ient  to  procure  him  every  thing 

he  could  defire.    Mr.  F and  Mr.  R 

did  not  very  much  relifh  this  new  arrange- 
ment; they  were  not  fo  neceffary  in  Lon- 
don as  in  the  country:  but  the  bullnefs  was 
fettled  according;  to  the  feeiino^s  of  Mr.  Wil- 
liams  and  Mr.  Temple,  and  tiiat  was  quite 
fufficient. 

The 
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The  time  now  drew  near  for  the  depar- 
ture of  the  far ily  at  Wakham  Giftle,  and 
a  vad  crowd  of  company  were  preparing  to 
go  to  the  Abbey;  all  thofe  families  around 
it  repaired  to  their  feats,  in  compliment  to 
the  Duke  and  Duchefs  of  Devon,  for  they 
were  highly  refpedled  and  regarded  by  all 
ranks  of  people.  Every  thing  to  be  defired 
from  mirth,  feflivity,  and  a  conftant  fuc- 
ceiiion  of  company  was  in  embryo  at  the 
Abbey;  and  all  the  Waltham  Caftle  party 
fixed  the  day  for  their  removal  there.  Mr. 
Beaumont  would  have  deferred  it  to  a  later 
period  of  the  v^/inter,  but  that  it  was  abfo- 
lutely  neceffary  that  they  fliould  appear  at 
Court  on  the  birth-day. 

"  My  darling  Gertrude,"  faid  he,  "  we 
are  leaving  this  peaceful,  quiet  fcene.  How 
much  mere  fuited  to  real  happinefs  than 
the  buRle  we  are  fhortly  to  be  engaged  in! 
How  much  more  luited  to  my  difpofition 
than  a  London  life!" 

*'  Shall  wc  make  it   a  rule,"    faid  (he, 

''  to 
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"  to  pafs  two  months  in   every  year  here? 
It  would  be  very  agreeable  to  me.'* 

Mr.  Beaumont's  whole  countenance 
brightened  upj  his  eyes  fparkled  w^ith  plea- 
fure, 

"  Beft  beloved  of  my  heart,"  faid  he, 
prefling  her  to  his  bofom,  "  this  was  a 
matter  I  fhould  have  mentioned  to  you 
before,  but  I  feared  J  fliould  lay  a  reftraint 
on  you." 

"  You  w^ould  lay  a  much  greater  one," 
(he  replied,  "  by  wifning  the  fame  time 
fpent  in  London." 

The  Marquis  tapped  at  the  door,  and 
entered. 

"  Here  is  a  fummons.  Lady  Middleton, 
for  Henry's  departure;  his  regiment,  with 
fome  others,  are  under  orders  for  India;  I 
fuppofe  in  lefs  than  two  months  they  will 
be  off/' 

«  India!" 
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«' India!"  faid  they;    "  is  ic  poflible?" 

"  Yes  faith!"  faid  the  Marquis;  **  and 
I  have  a  great  m:nd  to  go  with  hi  n." 

«  No,"  laid  Lidy  Middleton,  "  you 
are  under  an  ablolute  promife  of  flaying 
with  us  until  May;  y^u  furely  will  not 
break  it?" 

"  Upon  no  other  occaf^on  vvould  I  break 
through  it,"  faid  the  Marquis.  "  But  this 
is  an  unexpected  matter;  Henry  and  I  had 
formed  a  plan  that  would  have  taken  us  a 
different  route ;  but  furely  I  cannot  defert 
my  friend  on  his  firft  campaign." 

''  Come,"  faid  M;.  Beaumont,  "  we 
fhall  difcufs  this  point  in  private;  at  pre- 
fent  we  will  take  our  rlJe." 

A  fervant  came  toinf^jrm  them  the  horfes 
were  at  the  door.  I'he  air  was  cold  ;  but  a 
fine  clear  blue  flcy,  anci  dry  roads,  with  the 
addition  of  great  ccats  and  bofom  friends, 
made<heir  ride  charmir-i^. 

o 

Henry  was  delighted  at  the  idea  of  going 

to 
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to  India,  but  his  feeling  heart  taught  hitn 
it  was  a  hard  lefibn  to  learn  to  part  v»^ith 
fuch  kind  friends;  neverthelefs  it  was 
warm  with  ambition,  fighing  to  diflin- 
guiQi  himfelf  in  the  grandeur  of  military 
exploits.  Cool,  fteady,  and  brave,  he 
longed  to  *'  follow  to  the  field  that  warlike 
Lord,"  from  whofe  matchlefs  valour,  in- 
tegrit}',  and  humanity  fo  much  v/as  ex- 
pected—  he  on  whom  at  this  time  the 
eyes  of  all  Europe  were  fixed,  and  who 
afterwards  gave  peace  to  India. 

The  Marquis,  finding  it  indifpenfably 
neceffary  to  quit  the  fociety  of  Lady  Mid- 
dleton,  came  to  the  refolution  of  following 
the  only  plan  likely  to  remove  the  dreadful 
malady  that  was  daily  making  fuch  depre- 
dations en  his  health  and  ftrength,  as  plainly 
fliewed  him  the  abfolute  neceffity  of  leav- 
ing England.  He  had  propofed  to  himfelf 
to  travel  the  following  fpring,  but  he  knew 
too  well  that  no  change  of  country  could  be 
of  the  fmallefl  ufe  to  him  if  unemployed; 

an 
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an  idle  life,  and  Mr.  Henry  his  companion, 
his  thoughts  would  ever  and  anon  recur  to 
the  fond  remembrance  of  Ankerwick  Caflle  : 
he  could  neither  by  travel  fly  himfclf  or  the 
idea  of  Lady  Middleton ;  but  as  it  was  better 
than  remaining  abfolutely  in  her  prefence, 
he  w^ould  go,  though  he  could  not  promife 
to  himfelf  any  real  benefit.  On  hnding, 
therefore,  his  friend  ordered  away  to  India, 
he  conceived  the  life  of  a  foldier  peculiarly 
fitted  to  his  (tate  of  mind — always  in  cheer- 
ful company,  the  duty  of  a  profefhcn  to 
attend  to,  the  call  of  glory,  all  roufcd  a 
fpirit  of  emulaiion  and  ambition  in  liis 
breaft,  which  gave  him  pleaiure  to  feci 
he  was  capable  of.  R.educed  as  he  was 
by  ficknefs  and  defpau',  no  condition  of 
life  appeared  to  liim  more  cruel  than  that 
of  being  leparated  from  the  woman  he 
loved; — ^the  dre^d  of  it  Ihook  his  whole 
frame — he  could  hope  for  no  fblace  in  tl:at 
forlorn  fiale.  How  fallacious  is  that  id(>a, 
that  wiiat  aJnnts  of  no  rcfc  cannot  fubfift 
!  The  Marquisdived,  but  r.clt  was  fled  ; 
VOL.   ir.  L  often 


ion  [2 
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often  has  he  wiilied  his  forrows  were  at  an 
end,  and  yet  he  could  not  haften  the  willied- 
for  period.  In  the  circle  of  his  friends, 
who  were  fenfible  of  his  v/orth,  he  indulged 
his  love;  they  knew^  the  fources  of  his 
melancholy,  and  kindly  forbore  widi  him, 
but  a  cenforious  world  might  view  it  in  a 
different  light ; — and  this  was  his  great  call 
to  India;  for  this  alone  he  left  his  country 
and  friends;  l:e  had  long  meditated  on  be- 
com.inii  an  exile,  but  was  now  refolved. 
He  had  another  caufe  of  grief — his  father 
and  mother, 

*^  There  I  fliall  bring  forrow^,"  he  would 
fay,  as  he  traverfjd  his  room ;  "  there, 
where  it  has  ever  been  my  fludy  to  bring 
peace  and  joy;  yet  in  this  arrangement 
they  will  only  have  my  abfence  to  mourn. 

in  flay  here *'  and  he  flopped.—"  My 

friend,"  faid  he,  '-  my  Beaumont  muft 
brcLik  this  heavy  news  to  them ;  we  muft 
keep  it  a  profound  fecret  till  every  thing  is 
finally  fettled;  common  report  muft  not  firft 

inform 
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inform  them  of  the  extraordinary  refolution 
of  their  only  fon ; — in  Beaumont  my  darling 
fifter  will  find  a  brother; — if  ihe  were  m.ai- 
ried,  I  think  I  fhould  leave  England  with  a 
lighter  heart. — Melville's  conduct  is  racher 
extraordinary;  he  appears  deeply  interefted, 
nay,  I  believe  paJionatcly  in  love  with 
Matilda,  and  yet  he  preferves  a  cautious 
condudt  that  difpleafes  me  ; — is  it  not  fo,  my 
friend  ?''  addrefilng  Mr.  Beaumont,  who  had 
juft  joined  him. 

"  Let  us  not  judge  too  hafiily/'  re  •died 
Mr»  Beaumont;  "  1  have  a  very  high  opi- 
nion of  Lord  Melville ; — let  yourfelf  perfedily 
at  reil  on  that  point;  none  of  us,  my  good 
friend,  venture  to  propoic  for  a  beloved 
objed,  until  we  are  pretty  certain  of  luc- 
eel's :  and  Lady  Matilda  has  rciufed  lb 
many,  I  am  not  lurprifeJ  at  his  being 
afraid." 

''  I  think,  however,"  fiid  the  Marquis 
*'  it  is  very  evident  that  Matilda  hkes' Mel- 
ville." 

*'  She  bed  knows,"  laid  Mr.  Beaumont; 
L  2  "  every 
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"  every  thing  will  be  ns  it  ou;>ht,  take  my 
word  for  it ;  and  I  very  fincerely  iiope  Lady 
Matilda's  fentiments  are  fuch  as  you  fuf- 
pecl;  her  choice  could  not  fall  on  more 
merit." 

««  And  yet,'*  faiJ  the  Marquis,  "  though 
Melville  is  a  very  line  fellow,  he  has  lome- 
thing  about  him  at  times  that  does  not 
pleafe  me  when  I  think  of  Lirn  as  a  huf- 
band  for  my  fider.  His  heart  feems  not  af 
eafe;  unliiappinefs  evidently  aliails  iuni, 
though  we  cannot  find  from  vvb.at  fource  it 
fiows  j  and  I  flKill  think  it  abfolutely  necef- 
fary  to  be  accounted  for  before  any  connec- 
tion takes  place:  and,  fliould  my  father 
overlook  this,  I  leave  it  to  3'OUj  as  my  re- 
queit,  that  you  will  probe^ Melville  to  the 
quick  on  this  fubject." 

Mr.  Beaumont  had  obfcrved  this  alfo; 
but  .'is  he  law  Lord  Loveidale  uneaiy  about 
it,  ar.d  determined  to  go  to  India,  he 
niade  vtry  light  of  it,  and  kept  his  idea, 
Vvbicli  was  e^adly  the  Marquis's,  to  liimfelf. 

But 
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But  he  was  determined  to  examine  into  the 
caulc  very  narrowly,  and  to  mention  it  to 
the  Duke,  fliould  any  thing  ferious  arife 
from  Lord  Melville's  evident  partiality  for 
Lady  Matilda. 

"  No  man,'*  fuid  Lord  Lovefdale,  in  a 
tone  of  agitation,  "  fhould  dare  to  think 
of  a  woman  pofTefTed  of  uich  refinement  as 
Matilda  is,  while  he  harbours  any  idea  of 
another; — that  Melville  is  in  feme  emharas 
I  am  certain;  his  reveries,  his  confufion, 
all  fpeak  it. — Oh  yes,"  Hiid  he,  v»Mth  a 
raifcd  voice,  "  his  manner  declares  his 
violent  attachment  to  Tvlatilda,  and  con- 
tention  with  his  honour.'* 

«*  Nay,"  faid  Mr.  Beaumont,  *'  you 
carry  your  fears  too  far;  your  penetration 
may  be  too  quick;  it  may  caufe  you  tp 
fancy  v^hat  does  not  in  reality  exift." 

"  I  cannot  agree  with  you   there,"    faid 

the  Marquis;  '•'  I  have  made  Melviile  my 

fludy  from  the  moment  I  firfl  perceived  he 

was  agreeable  to  my  fifter.     I  think  I  am 

L  x  not 
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not  mlftaken,  and  I  trull:  to  your  kind  care 
t  inform  yourfelf  fully  on  a  fubjecl,  that, 
ih  aid  it  exift,  might  hy  the  foundation  of 
miiery  to  a  being  fraught  with  every  virtue; 
for  truft  me,  my  friend,  her  mind  is  the 
feat  oF  purity  itfelf.  If  the  heart  of  Matilda's 
hufband  is  fickle  and  inconftant,  Ihe  will 
fall  to  an  early  grave,  like  a  tender  plant 
tliat  is  nipped  and  cut  off  by  a  hard  and 
rigorous  froil;  no  comm>on-place  ideas,  that 
adluate  half  the  fine  ladies  of  the  age,  could 
reconcile  her  to  an  eftrangement  of  his  love, 
for  Matilda  will  fondly  attach  herfdf  to 
the  virtue  and  worth  of  her  hufband :  but 
if  file  finds  him  faulty  there,  fhe  will  fmk 
under  her  difappomtment  to  rife  no  more. 
I  judge  of  her,  my  friend,  by  myielf;  we 
are  kindred  fouls;  the  all-powerful  charms  of 
Lady  Middieton  could  never  have  fubdued 
me,  had  fhe  not  poffefTed  thofe  innate  noble 
feelirigs  and  fentiments  that  fpeak  her  every 
thought  and  adion.  With  fuch  women, 
.my  dear  Beaumont,  we<exped  every  thing, 
and  cannot  be  difappointed;  a  lovely  form 

and 
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and  beauteous  face  are  not  all  the  requi- 
lites  for  matrimonial  happinefs;  we  look 
for  thofe  perfections  that  mufl  enfure  our 
efleem  and  good  opinion/* 

Here  a  gentleman  on  bufinefs  to  Mr. 
Beaumont  broke  up  the  tete-a-tete'^  and 
the  Marquis,  in  a  (late  of  mind  that  needs 
no  comment  to  the  feeling  reader,  walked 
into  the  Park.  Here  he  gave  a  loofe  to 
his  buriling  heart  ^  he  felt  as  if  the  princi- 
ples of  life  were  exhaufted. 

"  Oh  my  foul!"  faid  he,  "  with  what 
dreams  of  happinefs  hail  thou  been  be- 
witched I  How  ha[l  thou  doted,  fondly- 
doted,  on  this  moft  excellent  woman  !  With 
what  purity  do  I  ador^  thee!  Yes,  Oh  yes, 
J  would  Ihicid  thee  troiii  the  ijiorni.i::^  blafl, 
from  the  evening  de.v!  T.iy  innjcjnce, 
thy  honour,  are  dearer  to  mo  than  my  own  1 
I  v\ould  luck  thee  in  my  heart — iny  vital 
brL^ath  ihould  be  given  for  thy  re[;olc!  M  .y 
no  rude  mifcry  ever  approach  tnee !  May 
L  4  thy 


224  ANKERWICK    CASTLE, 

thy  dear  Lord  be  ever  what  thy  fondeft 
wiflies  defire!  May  thy  days  glide  on  in 
eternal  funfliine! — Oh!"  faid  he,  throwing 
himfelf  againfl  a  tree,  '^  mayfl  thou  be  all 
I    vvlfh    thee,    and   when    the    vafb    ocean 

divides  us Ah,  there    is   the    blow!    I 

can  hardly  furiain  it !  Methinks  I  would 
fain  have  it  deferred  to  a  more  difiant 
period,  in  the  hope  of  gaining  ftiength  by 
delay ;  yet,  in  the  hour  of  trying  diftrefs,  of 
what  avail.  Oh  Philofophy!  are  all  thy 
fentiments,  all  thy  maxims?  The  confola- 
tion  they  adminifter  is  in  general  fo  cold 
and  infeniible,  that  it  makes  no  imprefiion 
on  the  heart,  and  palles  over  the  mind 
without  leaving  a  fingle  trace  behind.  All 
my  reafonings  J  find  ineffectual  when  I  am 
no  longer  blefTed  with  the  fight  of  this 
angel,  no  longer  enjoy  her  dear  fociety,  no 
more  am  charmed  with  the  lound  of  her 
voice — then,  Oh  then  all  my  philofophical 
arguments  cannot  teach  me  it  is  no  evil! 
Oh  mayft  thou,  dearefh  of  women,  think 
of   Lovefdale    as    the  foul    of    honour!— 

think 
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think  that  though  he  dotes  upon  thee 
to  diflradllon,  though  long  thou  haft  al- 
lowed him  to  be  thy  companion,  never  has 
the  eye  of  impurity  been  directed  to  thee! — 
No,  angeUc  woman !  though  my  love  is  fatal 
to  myfeif,  a  thought  of  mine  fmce  I  knew 
that  you  loved  another,  has  never  been 
fuch  as  that  angels  might  not  know,  and 
when  I  quit  thee,  I  could  exclaim — ''  Muft 
I  then  leave  thee,  Paradifel" 

Here  an  agony  of  tears  relieved  him  a- 
little. 

*<  Oh  who  can  tell  the  Inwnrd  woe 
**  That  prefles  on  my  heart!'* 

faid  he,  as  with  fiow  and  unfteady  fteps  he 
meafured  back  his  way  to  the  houfe.  He 
crept  foftly  to  his  own  room;  his  foul  was 
not  in  unifon  for  converfe ;  he  threw  hlm- 
fclf  on  his  bed,  and  gave  a  loofe  to  his 
feelings, 

L  £  "  Muft 
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"  Mud  I  then  leave  thee?"  fald  he^ 
"  leave  thee,  and  for  ever?*' 

A  rap  at  his  door  roufed  him  from  the 
mod  agonizing  tortures. 

"  Ic  is  time  to  drefs  for  dinner,  my 
Lord,"  faid  his  gentleman.  "  I  have  been 
at  your  door  t.vice;  Lady  Middleton  is 
already  in  the  drawing-room." 

"  Then,  prithee,  Stanley,'*  fixid  the 
Marquis,  "  come  a  third  time,  for  T  am 
not  diipofed  to  open  the  door  at  prefent; 
I  fhall  make  but  little  alteration  in  my 
drefs  to-day.'* 

Stanley,  as  he  quitted  the  door,  fighed 
deeply. 

'*  Ah  my  dear  mafter,"  faid  this  worthy 
man,  "  why  do  I  live  to  fee  you  thus,  the 
pride  and  honour  of  Nobility,  loft  to  your- 
felf  and  the  world?'* 


Mr. 
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Mr.  Beaumont,  coming  down  from  his 
d  re  fling- room,  croired  Stanley,  who  made 
way  for  him.  Mr.  Stanley  was  a  perlba 
of  whom  Mr.  Beaumont,  had  the  highefl 
opinion,  and,  liking  the  man,  he  generally 
fpoke  to  him  whenever  he  accidentally  met 
him. 

**  \Vhere  is  your  Lord,  Stanley  ?"  faid 
he. 

'*  In  his  room,  Sir,"  replied  Stanley, 
with  a  bow  of  the  greatefh  refpecl;  '^  I  fear 
my  Lord  Marquis  is  not  well ;  his  door  is 
locked,  and  there  is  no  admittance,  though 
I  have  informed  him  dinner  will  foon  be 
lervcd." 

''  Shall  I  go  and  fee  himr"  faid  Mr, 
Bcaum.ont;  *'  would  it  be  agreeable?" 

"  I  rather  fancy  not,  Sir,"  anfwered 
Stanleys  "•  nay,  I  fear  he  would  not  be 
plealeJ  were  he  to  know  I  have  mentioned 
the  circumftance." 

Mr.   Beaumont    gave   an    inclination    of 
h  6  tiie 
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the  head,  which  Stanley  underftood  to  be 
equal  to  an  aiTurance  that  no  notice  fhould 
be  taken  of  it,  and  he  moved  to  tiie  draw- 
ing-room. 

''  How  much/'  faid  he  to  himfelf,  "  will 
thy  worthy,  honefl  heart  feel  at  knowing 
thy  loved  Lord  is  going  to  India  !'* 

His  countenance  was  full  of  this  fad 
thought  on  entering  the  room,  and  Lady 
Middleton  inftantiy  obferved  it.  She 
looked  to  know  if  (he  could  remove  what- 
ever was  unpleafant,  but  Lord  Melville 
coming  in  with  molt  of  the  family,  he  af- 
fcdied  an  eafe  he  did  not  feel;  yet  in  the 
courfe  of  dinner,  feeing  the  Marquis  rather 
gay,  all  uneafmefs  was  removed* 

Mr.  Beaumont  left  nothing  undone  to 
exhilarate  every  heart,  in  the  hope  that 
general  good  fpirits  would  have  the  wilhed- 
for  effed  on  the  amiable  Marquis. 

The 
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The  next  day  they  fet  off  for  the  Abbey 
of  Devon,  where  they  vxere  to  remain  for 
five  weeks,  during  which  time  every  thing 
that  was  feftive,  elegant,  and  gay  awaited 
them. 

The  froft  continuing,  induced  the  gentle- 
men to  ficate  ;  there  were  fome  of  the  party 
remarkable  for  their  ikiil,  among  whom 
were  Mr.  Beaumont,  the  Marquis,  and  Mr. 
Henry;  General  Mel-ifh  alfo  v/as  capital, 
and  amufed  very  much  by  the  lively  and 
entertaining  accounts  he  gave  of  that  exer- 
cife  in  Canada;  the  fine  ci.ar  b.ue  fky 
and  bright  iun  ot  this  feaion  pat  him 
much  in  mind  of  thac  country. 

"  We  v;ant  nothing  but  traineaus, 
manageable  dogs,  ^  bear-fkins,  and  lv:nie 
greater  degrees  of  cold,  U)  experience  all 
its  pleafures,"  faid  he;  *'  for  we  poffefs  all 
the  gaiety  and  good-humour  fo  prevalent  m 
thefe  regions,  where  nothing  is  thoug;!u  of 
but  mirth  and  hofpitality,  and  where  Ibrrow 

and 
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and  melancholy  never  intrude  to.  rob  the 
lively,  happy  inhabitant  of  any  portion  of 
pleafure.  The  feverity  of  cold  is  all  they 
dread;  and,  like  all  excellent  economifts 
and  able  philofophers,  they  lay  themfelves 
out  to  be  as  little  inconvenienced  by  it  as 
poflible,  keeping  the  animal  fpirits  afloat  by 
cheerfulnefs  and  full  focieties,  where  each 
iiidividuaPs  principal  fludy  is  to  be  agree- 
able, and  to  contribute  as  much  as  is  in  his 
power  to  the  pleafure  of  the  whole,  by  that 
exertion  of  talent  which  is  excited  by  the 
rarifying  quality  of  the  air  without,  and  the. 
univerfal  hilarity  within." 

Some  of  the  improvements  of  the  Abbey 
were  in  the  Dutch  ftyie,  wiih  flraight  ponds 
of  great  length,  planted  on  each  fide  with 
rows  of  lofty  trees.  Thofe  pieces  of  artifi- 
cial water  are  well  calculated  for  fkaters ; 
but  about  a  mile  from  the  Abbey  there 
was  a  fpot  which  Nature  feemed  to  point 
out  as  peculiarly  adapted  to  rural  improve- 
ment^  where,  the  geuius  cf  a  Brown  was 

hardly 
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hardly  necefTary.  The  fimp!e  and  fantafdc 
forms  of  rife  and  plain  ;  a  natural  dream 
meandered  in  beautiful  irregularity;  a 
(hrouding  of  trees  here  and  there;  the 
banks  fwelling  to  the  right  and  left,  orna- 
mented with  the  richeft  wood;  a  few  cot- 
tages fcattered,  fcarcely  perceptible  but  by 
their  fmoke,  and  the  noife  of  the  crowins: 
cock-.  Thus  characlviizjd  by  native  fmi- 
plicity,  the  idea  w^as  followed ;  the  ftream 
was  only  enl.irged — its  courfe  not  altered;  a 
cottage  was  ejected,  frv;m  which  the  im- 
provement took  its  name,  whofe  outward 
form  was  ruliic — within  it  v,-,;s  eL^gant;  a 
few  walks,  judicioufly  cue,  tiniihed  all  t::at 
v/as  necelTary;  the  fcene  was  completed, 
and  nqtning  wanting  of  foreground,  per- 
fpedive,  or' back  Icenery  to  ii  ake  it  one  of 
the  fwecteft,  moil  fequeflcred  fylvan  icenes 
imaginable. 

To  this  delightful  retreat  the  Duke  pro- 
pofed  the  ladies  fnould  go,  where  he  pro- 
mifed  tiiqm  a  warm  room,  from  whicli  there 

was 
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was  a  full  view  of  the  water,  on  which  the 
gentlemen  could  fkate,  and  the  ladies,  with- 
out being  inconvenienced  by  the  cold,  could 
enjo}^  a  profped  of  the  diverfion.     Hither 
they  repaired  j — all  eyes  were  charmed  with 
the  beauty,  elegance,  and  comfort  of  the 
cottage;  the  gentlemen  put  on  their  fixates, 
the  fervants  were  allowed   to  join  them  on 
the  ice,  and  in  a  moment  crowds   fet  off. 
The  beauty  of  thofe  whofe  movements  were 
graceful   and   eafy    at    this   moil  delightful 
exercife,  and  the  awkwardnefs  and   falls  of 
thofe  who  were  not,  added  exceedingly  ta 
the  diverfion  of  ihe   company  affembled  ia 
the  cottage;    when   the  gaiety  of  the  day 
was  in   a  moment  clouded  by  an  accident 
that  might  have  proved  fata! ; — whetlier  it 
was  owing  to  the  crowds  on  the  ice,  or  the 
heat   of  the  fun,  or  the  (lielter,  but  let  the 
caufe  originate  from  what  it  would,  juft  as 
Mr.  B.'aumont,the  Marquis,  and  Mr.  Henry 
were  coming   round    a    coiifiderable    fAcll, 
clofj  to    the   biinks,  much  before  the  reft, 
or.e  of    the    three  <"ieli,    and    dilappeared ;, 

the 
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iht  Other  two  turned  inftantiy  on  hear- 
ing the  noife,  and  iome  of  the  k.  i-.s  in- 
cautioufly  cried  out — "  Mr.  Beauuioacr' 
The  Marquis  and  he  were  dreiild  in  the 
fame  coloured  flannel  drcfTts,  and  black 
velvet  hunting-caps;  and  being  in  (ize  and 
height  ainiofi  exactly  the  fame,  caufed  the 
miltake:  but  it  was  the  Marquis  who  fell. 

By  the  acVivity  of  Mr.  Beaun-;ont  and 
Mr.  Henry  he  was  foon  got  ou:  of  tne 
water,  but  was  very  much  cut  in  the  head, 
and  one  of  his  hands  by  the  fall.  Help  by 
this  time  arriving,  Mr.  Beaumont  and  Mr. 
Henry  became  uneafy  ieil:  Lady  Middleton 
mi^ht  be  alarmed  ;  and  Mr.  Beaumont  ran 
as  faft  as  he  could  to  relieve  any  fears  fhe 
mi?;ht  be  in,  not  thinking^  of  his  drefs 
being  covered  v.'ith  blood,  his  cravat  taken 
off  to  bind  the  Marquis's  hand,  and  the 
bofom  of  his  fl-iirt  alfo  bloody. 

She  had  been  dreadfully  alarmed  at  the 
moment  of  the  fall,  ani  became  as   pale 

as 
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as  death,  fitting  trembling  in  almoft  a  ftate 
of  infenfibiiity. 

Mlfs  Wllmot  ran  out  the  firft  to  fatisfy 
herlelf  of  the  accident,  and  meeting  Mr. 
Ecaumont-«*'Fly,  SirP'  faid  Qk  i  *' Lady 
Middleton  thinks  it  is  you  that  have  fallen." 

He  redoubled  his  fpeed  at  this  informa- 
tion, and  ruflied  into  the  room. 

"  My  Gertrude!'*  he  exclairned. 

She  caught  the  found  j  and  feeing  him 
all  marked  with  blood,  his  hair  clotted,  as 
the  Marquis  lay  againft  him,  his  cheeks 
befmeared,  and  his  whole  fi^^ure  terrific> 
(he  fcreamed,  and  fainted. 

Such  was  the  confternation  of  every  one 
prefent,  that  the  figure  of  Mr.  Beaumont 
never  occurred  to  them  to  be  the  primary 
caule  of  her  terror  ^  and  when  (lie  recovered, 
and  opened  her  e^es,  upon  lindiiig  the  fame 

objcA 
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objedl  before  them,  (he  relapfed  again.  It 
then  ftruck  every  one  that  ihe  was  im- 
prefTed  with  an  idea  of  his  being  dreadfully 
wounded,  and  wondered  they  had  not 
thought  of  that  before  j  fo  that  water  being 
in  the  room,  they  wafhed  his  face,  and  tied 
a  handkerchief  round  his  neck,  while  he 
was  almoft  as  infenfible  as  his  Gertrude  to 
what  was  doing.  However,  it  had  the  hap- 
pieft  efFecls;  for  when  fhe  recovered,  his 
mended  appearance  reltored  her  more  than 
any  thing  that  could  have  been  adminiilered, 
and  on  being  affured  that  nothing  had  hap- 
pened to  him,  that  it  was  the  Marquis  who 
hsd  fallen,  but  had  received  no  material  in- 
jury, Ihe  -became  perfectly  compofed,  and 
foon  after  was  well  enough  to  be  conveyed 
to  tiie  Abbey.  She  continued,  however,  for 
a  few  days  lo  poorly  that  flie  did  not  leave 
her  room  until  dinner,  and  retired  early  to 
reft. 

A  furgeon  foon  cured  Lord  Lovefdalc's 
wounds,  none  of  which  were  of  any  conie- 

quence. 
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qvience,  yet  required  drefiingj  and  as  hk 
face  had  not  been  marked,  there  was 
nothing  to  regret. 


CHAP.  XII, 


OOME  days  after  this  accident,  Lady 
Middleton's  ilrength  and  fpirits  not  being 
perfe6lly  recovered,  flie  had  not  joined 
any  party,  but  ftrolled  alone  into  the  library, 
where  (he  found  the  newi'papers  laying  on 
the  table  untouched.  She  took  up  one; 
and  looking  over  it,  her  own  name  ilruck 
her  eye,  and  on  reading  the  paragraph, 
which  was  as  follows^  the  reader  my  judge 
her  furprife. 
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*«  The    nuptial  galas  already  announced 
to  the   public,  ftill  continue  at  the  feat   of 
his  Grace  the  Duke  of  Devon  j    but  we  are 
forry    to    add    the    gaiety    of  that    noble 
nianfion  has  been   clouded   for  fome  days 
pad  from  an  accident  that   nearly   proved 
fatal  to  one  of  tae   party.       The   Marquis 
of  Lovefdale,  notwithflanding  his  Iclentific 
knowledge  in  the  art  of  ficating,  Houriflied 
a    little     too    much,    by    which     unfkilful 
manoeuvre  the  ice  broke,  and  his  Lord  (hip 
fell   through  it.     By  this  unfortunate  acci- 
dent he  was  mod  fevcrely  cut  and  bruiied, 
of  which,  we  are  happy  to  adii,  he   is  in  a 
fair    way  of   recovery  ^    but    the   charming 
Lady  Middleton  was  {<y  alarmed  at  the  danger 
of    the    Marquis,  that,    after   repeated   and 
fuccelTive  fainting?,  flie  was  conveyed  from 
the  fcene  of  action  to  the  Abbey,  and  put  to 
bed,  where  we  are  extremely  lorry  to  learn 
that  the  lofs  oi  an  heir  to  that   iiluftrious 
Houfe  has  been  the  fatal  confequences  of 

her 
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her  Ladyfl:iip's  uncommon  alarm!  However, 
(lie  is  now  reported  to  be  in  a  tolerable 
ftate  of  convalefcence.'* 


The  face  and  neck  of  Lady  Middleton, 
had  there  been  any  fpedlators  prefent,  would 
have  difclofed  the  feelings  of  her  heart;  the 
blufh  of  native  modefly  coloured  her  cheek, 
the  deep  tinge  of  wliich  was  but  jufh  fub- 
fiding  as  Mrs.  Markham  entered  the  library 
from  the  fame  motive  that  carried  her 
young  friend  there,  that  of  paffing  an  hour 
or  two  in  fludy.  Quick  and  penetrating, 
fhe  inftantly  perceived  that  fomething  had 
affeded  her. 

"  Has  any  thing  happened,  my  beloved 
Gertrude?"  laid  this  good  woman;  "  you 
feem  ill." 

''  Not  ill,"  (lie  replied,  "  but  furprifed. 
— Read  that  paragraph,  and  it  will  account 
for  any  little  agitation  you  perceive  in  my 
manner  or  appearance." 

On 
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On  Mrs.  Markham's  reading  it—*'  We:], 
my  love/'  faid  Ihe,  *'  one  part  we  know 
is  without  the  lead  foundation ;  and  the 
other,  which  is  the  production  of  malice 
and  revenge,  will  foon  be  knov/n  to  the 
world  to  be  fo." 

**, Certain  words  in  the  paragraph,"  re- 
plied Lady  Middleton,  "  being  in  Italics, 
throw  a  meaning  over  the  whole  that 
lliocks  me  to  the  foul; — thefe  ugly  infinua- 
tions  I  own  hurt  me,  though  confcious  of 
my  folly  for  being  fo." 

''  T  conceive,"  laid  Mrs.  Markham, 
*'  the  author  to  be  no  other  than  Lady 
Mary  Berkley.'* 

"  it  is  that  knowledge  precifely,"  faid 
Lady  Middleton,  "  that  doubly  atfecls  me. 
—  Have  I  not  reafon  to  dread  her  machi- 
nations r — This  is  only  a  prelude  to  more 
of  the  fame  kind  of  invidious  fcandal." 

'^  Which  you  are  not  fufficienrly  light 
and  falhionable,"  returned  Mrs.  Markham, 
**  to  treat  with  the  contempt  it  deferves.** 

"  1  fear,"  faid  Lady  Middleton,  fmilin^, 

'•  1  never 
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"  I  never  (hall  arrive  at  that  happy  flate  of 
infenfibility.*' 

"  Nor  to  the  accommodating  feelings  of 
a  modern  fine  lady/'  replied  Mrs.  Mark- 
bam. 

**  Alas  !  no/*  rejoined  Lady  Middleton  ; 
**  I  feel  the  Vv^ant  of  pliability  on  thofe 
points  prodigioufly. — 1  know  the  delicacy 
of  Lord  Loveiaale  is  fuch,  that  this  will  give 
him  as  much  pain  as  it  does  me.*' 

"  We  muft  prevent  his  feeing  this  paper/' 
faid  Mrs.  Markham;  *'  I  fuppofe  no  other 
will  take  notice  of  it.'* 

"  If  it  was  poffible/'  faid  Lady  Middle- 
ton,  "  I  am  fure  it  would  be  better/' 

The  Marquis,  however,  had  already  feen 
it,  for  his  ov/n  papers  were  aired  b\'  his 
gentlem.an  before  he  had  left  Lis  bed,  and 
lay  on  his  table  ready  for  his  perufal  dur- 
ing the  time  his  hair  was  combing.  He 
had  long  iccn  his  own  difpofition  reflected 
in  Lady  Middleton,  and  by  what  he  iUt 
liimfclf,  he  judged  of  her  feelings. — He  let 

it 
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it   down   to    the   account   of  Lady  Mary 
Berkley. 

"  Yes,  yes,"  faid  he,  ^'  that  devil  has 
fet  the  mifchief  en  train^  and  the  fucccfs 
of  her  experiments  will  be  rapid." 

Lady  Mary  Montreville  had  gabbled  a 
good  deal  j  (lie  could  not  conceive  why  ti:e 
Marquis  fhould  remain  for  fo  many  months 
in  the  houfe  of  Lady  Middleton.  She  had 
rejcded  his  offer,  and  preferred  Mr.  Beau- 
inont ;  yet  fhe  wondered,  for  her  part,  for 
what  purpofe  he  could  think  of  it;  fhe  was 
furprifed  Mr.  Beaumont  fufFered  it,  for 
really  Lord  Lovefdale  Vvas  a  very  beau- 
tiful young  man. 

This  go/hping  fet  others  talking,  fo  that 
Lady  Mary  Berkley  had  it  not  all  to  her- 
felf. 

If  the  charaders  of  both  thefe  women  had 

been  fcanned  by  the  public,  their  opinions 

VOL.  IK  M  would 
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would  not  have  had  much  weight,  when 
contrafted  with  thofe  they  wiPiied  to  vilify; 
yet  the  misfortune  is,  a  tale  of  infamy,  let 
it  he  ever  Co  unfounded,  will  always  gain 
not  only  the  ear,  but  the  belief  of  the  world, 
who  will  not  be  at  the  trouble  of  fatisfying 
itfelf  of  the  truth,  but  implicitiy  give  credit 
to,  and  retail  it  round  their  circle  with  the 
utmofb  avidity. 

How  prone  is  human  nature  to  this  vice  1 
It  feems  as  if  we  gained  by  this  conftant 
fnarl  with  each  other,  and  by  expofing 
the  faults  of  oijhers,  reflefled  a  double 
luflre  on  our  own  virtues. — Oh  that  thofe 
goffipers  would  occupy  thofe  hours  in  ftudy 
that  they  devote  to  detraction  !  That  they 
would  leave  the  mind  no  time  to  be  idle, 
but,  by  rational  and  pleafing  amufements, 
prevent  thofe  dangerous  moments  of  lafli- 
tude,  reftleflhefs,  and  dilTatisfaftion  that 
naturally  lead  the  mind,  from  ^ vacancy,  to 
fu:d  fault  firfl  with  themfelves,  and  then 
with  the   reft  of  the  world;  and  to  gratify 

a  fpleen 
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a  fpieen  to  thofe  who  never  injured  them, 
rail  at  and  deilroy  not  only  the  charaders, 
but  the  peace  of  worth  add  virtue. 

Hiftory  tells  us  of  a  wife  and  polite 
nation,  that  rejedted  a  perfon  of  the  firft 
quality,  who  ftood  for  a  jufticiary  office, 
only  becaufe  he  had  been  obferved  in  his 
youth  to  take  a  pleafure  in  tearing  and 
murdering  birds;  and  of  another  that  ex- 
pelled a  man  from  the  fenate  for  dafhing 
a  bird  againil  the  ground  that  had  taken 
flielter  in  his  bofom. 

Amongft  the  wife  laws  of  L3xurgus  and 
Solon,  we  do  not  find  any  fpeciiic  pro- 
vifion  againft  detiaclion. — Oh  that  the 
fapient  legiflators  of  thefe  realms  would 
amend  thofe  laws  already  in  force  for  the 
protcdion  of  charader,  by  making  puniili- 
able  thofe  invidious  inlinuations,  thofe 
attacks  that  carry  two  meanings,  thofe  nice 
diftinctions  of  believing  fuch  and  fuch  things 
are  well  founded,  but  charity  forbids  more 
xM  2  to 
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to  be  faid  on  the  fubjedt — thofe  cautious 
ftrokes  of  fatire  that  leave  the  mind  of 
the  auditor  bufy  in  fearching  into,  and  form- 
ing even  more  from  them  than  they  were 
intended  to  convey  ! 

Jf  that  Vv'lfe  nation  expelled  a  man  from 
the  fenate  for  killing  a  bird  which  had 
taken  refuge  in  his  bofom,  ought  not  all 
thofe  to  be  driven  from  fociety  who  wan- 
tonly and  inhumanly  kill  tenfold,  by  v/ound- 
ing  us  in  the  m.oft  tender  part  ? — How  often 
have  innocence  and  virtue  fled  to  the  bofom 
of  apparent  friendfhip  for  aiTiftance  and 
confolation,  and  at  the  moment  of  confi- 
dence, when  the  foul  is  poured  out  in  the 
fulneis  of  expeded  faith,  the  tale  of  mifery 
is  expofed  to  the  comments  of  an  unfeel- 
ing world,  and  adtions,  originating  from 
the  finefl  feelings  and  nobleft  fentiments, 
are  mifconftrued  according  to  the  different 
modes  of  reprefentation,  as  they  rapidly 
travel  throudi  innumerable  channels,  each 
making  their  own  additions  and  alterations 

as 
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as     may   bed    fait    their    difpofitions    and 
abilities. 

With  what  energy,  what  flrcngth  of 
language  does  the  immortal  Shakefpeare 
fpeak  of  detradlion  ! — ■ 

*'  Who  fteals  my  purfe,  fteals  trafli ;  'tis  fomethingj  nothing  j 
**  'Twas  mine,  'tis  his,  znd  has  been  flave  to  thoulandsj 
*^  But  he  that  filches  from  me  my  good  name, 
**  Rcbs  me  of  that  which  not  enriches  him, 
*'  AnJ  makes  me  poor  indeed  1" 

In  the  life  of  Cato,  the  Cenfor,  he  takes 
occafion,  from  the  levere  difpcfition  of 
man,  to  difcourfe  in  this  manner. — '^  It 
ought  to  be  efteemed  a  happinefs  to  man- 
kind that  our  humanity  has  a  wider  fphere 
to  exert  itfelf  than  bare  jultice;  it  is  no 
more  than  the  obligation  ot  our  very  binh, 
to  pradlife  equity  to  our  kind,  but  huma- 
nity may  be  extended  through  the  whole 
order  of  creatures,  even  to  the  meaneili 
M  3  iucl* 


246  ANKERWICK    CASTLE. 

fuch  adlions  of  charity  are  the  overflowings 
of  a  mild  cood- nature  on  ail  below  us.** 


t3^ 


Humanity,  that  nobleft  principle  of  the 
human    mind,    while    it    teaches    us    the 
principal    duties,     (hould    fave   us    by   its 
divine    influence   from    detradlion.      How 
many    are     there      whofe     delicacy     and 
humanity    would   be    fliocked  at   killing  a 
bird,  at   hurting    an   innocent    lamb,   who 
would    turn   fick   at    the    fight    of  death,, 
though  even  of  one  of  thofe  creatures  cuf- 
tom   has   reconciled    us  to  devour!     How 
many  fine  ladies  faint,  from  excefs  of  fenfi^ 
bility,  at  feeing  a  favourite  lap-dog  receive 
an    accidental  injury,  and   yet   how  few  of 
thofe  of  this  very  defcription,  that  are  con- 
f>dered    to   pofTefs    real  humanity,  are   not 
guilty  of  detracVion — that  imbibe  half  the 
pleafure  they  enjoy  from  propagating  fcan- 
dal ;  and  in  thefe  unfubflantial  and  evanef-. 
cent  pleafures  pafs  their  lives,  without  once 
refleding  on  the  daily  mifchiefs  they  prac- 
tife  on  the  unfufpeding  and  innocent  !     If 

the- 
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the  vicious,  the  illiberal,  and  incorrecl  were 
alone  to  fufFer,  the  evil  would  not  be  fo 
much  to  be  lamented ;  but  when  a  being 
fb  perfedl  as  Lady  Middleton  comes  un.der 
the  lalh  of  cenfure,  (ht  who  may  be  con- 
lidered  as  among  the  favourites  of  Nature, 
enriched  with  luch  endowments  and  ex- 
cellencies, as  to  place  her  above  the  com- 
mon rate  of  humanity,  we  pity  the  de- 
pravity of  human  nature,  and  ficken  at 
the  intercourfe  we  are  obliged  to  form  with 
fuch  a  world. 

From  t'\e  mild  virtues  of  Lord  Lovef- 
dale,  it  is  eafy  to  conceive  how  much  he  felt 
from    fuch    inCnuations    getting   into     the 

public  prints. 

**  Is  this  tlien,''  faid  he,  "  the  end  of 
all  ?  Has  a  leihih  gratification  brought  a 
fuipicion  on  me  I  would  die  rather  than  give 
juft  caufc  for.?  Shall  I  a;  pear  in  public  as 
one  of  Lady  Middeton's  party  ?  If  I  do,  the 
eye  of  malice  will  conflrue  every  look,  every 

word 
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word  to  our  mutual  difadvantage :  if  I  ab- 
fent  mylelf,  it  will  have  as  dangerous  a 
tendency." 

Thg  Marquis's  feelings  were  of  too  nice 
a  texture  to  brave  the  opinion  of  the 
world;  be  was  fo  much  above  the  high 
poiiili  of  fafliion,  that  pernicious  gallantry 
could  not  meet  a  fandlion  in  his  breaft. 
Ke  fought  Mr.  Beaumont,  who  laughed  at 
the  malice  of  the  author,  and  uied  every 
argum.ent  to  fet  his  friend  at  reft; — they 
both  converfed  with  Lady  Middleton  on 
the  lubject;  and  this  confidence  lightened 
the  weight  that  preiled  heavily  on  tiic  heart 
of  the  Marquis.. 

A  very  few  days  were  to  fee  them  in 
London,  en  that  great  theatre  where  fo  m.any 
have  been  wrecked,  and  where  fo  few  that 
move  in  the  upper  regions  of  falhion,  pre- 
ferve  that  peace  of  mind  and  innocence  of 
condudl  v.hlch  alone  can  enfure  us  real 
felicity. 

We 
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We  now  beg  leave  to  look  back  upon 
the  time  that  Lord  Lovefdale  and  Mr. 
Beaumont  arrived  at  the  Abbey  of  Devon, 
after  the  imprifonment  of  the  latter,  and 
to  that  part  of  the  evening  that  his  Lord- 
fhip  mentioned  the  name  of  Baggot  to 
Lady  Mary  Berkley,  and  the  fevere  effecl 
it  had  upon  her,  the  violence  of  which 
plainly  (hews  the  nature  of  her  conne(5lion 
mufl:  have  been  very  uncommon  and  ex- 
traordinary, that  the  bare  mention  of  his 
name  fhould  bring  on  a  real  bodily  difeafe  j 
for  though  I  am  very  unwilling  to  acknow- 
ledge it,  there  are  ibme  of  the  female  world 
in  love  affairs,  and  on  other  occafions,  can 
put  on  the  femblance  of  iilnefs  fo  as  to  de- 
ceive the  niccfl  obferver:  but  we  are  happy 
to  allow  fo  much  merit  to  Lady  Mary 
Berkley,  t'nat  her  feelings  on  hearing  the 
name  of  Baggot  were  real  and  ilrong,  and 
were  productive  of  that  fever  which  has 
been  already  recorded. 

It  muft  be  confefTed  furprifu-ig  to  a  great 

degree^ 
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degree,  that  a  woman  who  has  not  fliewii 
much  fenfibihty  on  other  oc^  afions,  could 
diicover  fo  much  on  this  ;  it  leaves  a  mix- 
ture of  aflonifhment  and  curiofuy  on  the 
mind,  and  a  very  great  defire  to  know 
the  caufe.  However,  as  the  fecret  feemed 
only  to  be  known  to  the  Marquis  and  her 
Ladyfhip,  we  were  never  able  to  develope 
the  m}  fiery ;  if  time,  however,  (liould  un- 
fold the  darknefs  it  is  wrapped  in,  we  pledge 
ourfelves  to  give  it  to  the  public.  Thus 
far  we  learn,  that  the  Honourable  Mr. 
Baggot  died  at  Nice,  after  an  illnefs  the 
moft  excruciating,  which  v/as  fuppofed  to 
be  brought  on  by  having,  unknown  to  him- 
fcif,  taken  poifon.  He  lingered  m-ore  than 
two  montijs,  during  ail  which  time  he  fuf- 
fered  uncommon  tortures,  and  all  the  natu- 
ral eft'edls  of  poiion  were  vifible,  but  of  a 
kind  flov/  in  its  operations. 

Let  Lady  Mary  Berkley's  feelings  origi- 
nate from  what  Iburce  they  m  gbt,  certain  it 
i$  the  Marquis's    knowledge  of  this  affair 

made 
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made  her  determine  on  the  future  conduLt 
of  her  life ;  and,  upon  mature  confideration, 
file  devoted  it  to  that  mode  mofl  fuited 
to  her  diipofition. 

As  foon  as  flie  recovered  from  her  ilLnefs 
fufiiciently  to  write,  (lie  addreffed  her  friend 
Mrs,  Marchmont,  and  finally  fettled  every 
preliminary  for  a  fixed  refidence  in  her 
houfe. 


END    or    VOL.    II 
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